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FOR 
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I N 
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TO ' :•; 

Perfons of all R a n k s/ 

T O B E * 

Zealous and Diligent in Promoting the Execution 
of the Laws againl^ Profbanenefs^nd Debaucherj^ 
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A ^National Kefbrmatiottl 
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Publiflied with the Approbation of a 
teonfidcrablc Number of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal. 
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By the King, 

A PROCLAMATION, 

For Preventing and Puniling 

3hntno;aiitp ant) ^iop^matte^ 

W ILtl AM R. 

\&tttae'me aamut but 

be Deepip SenflUe of tiii! 

srcat eaonmfs onl) 

®erc? of aiiniBfity 

®og, fnputtfnsaniSnD 

to 1 Lottff, 'Blotto OltB 

(Etpetifise (HI«, iFtJr 

Contlufion of m m- 

WurBble ipeace, fa me 

,atc not lefs toucjEB tati) 9 Keftntmem, 

.Qat wttPWimWng tiifs mn roan? ot^ec 

A gem 




A Proclamation. 

mat %Mms0 sm JDtimtmtt&y 3mit* 

th Piop^anenenet mtn 3immaial(tp no ML 
abottitn in tW €>ur SUngtom : annfofjete^ 
ai8 n(»fyins can pmt a ffceatec D^noac 
to a toell Qioereti ^otientmettt, tofiere 
tge Cg^man jTatt^ i^ PiofelTeii , no? t0 
Ifteiter to p^otioite ^on to foitfiiiia&i ^\^ 
^etcp ann nsufOns^ ftom &», anti ttt« 
ffean t^ereQf , to mffi(t ^ead^ jmn fefiere 
3luligment]G( upon ti^(jes l&fniriiont, t^an ti^r 
open ann atuifoen Pia(tice of aice, 3[in 
mojaictp ann ]p)?op|)anenef^ Wtbuxmmt 
mmif ^en ^aj3 too muc^ pietiatleQ m tmss 
0nc l&tRgQom of late ^iatjai, to tde M 
Dfljplea(Ute of Zlmisht^ ^on, m ffteat 
Manual Of €b^mti!fmi ^ana^tde w atm 
fatal Cjcantpte of ttie teff of fl)tn; lo&ing 
&uf>^e(tc(, fo^ fiaiie tieen dobedp Cnuca^ 
ten, ano to^ofe 3!nc(matfon0 main lean 
ti^em to tU Cjtetnft of Bieb ann ^ttue, 
itfn t(^ not ni^p finn ntcb fteqtient amv 
tepeateo 3lnfiancej} of Dtflblute tMxvy 
P^p^aneneQS anO ^mixt^y fvM Iia0 tn a 
eat ^eafitte l^een occafioneo hv ^t 
, Jeite Of tl^e ^affiState^ not putttnff tn 
Cjrecutfon t^oft goon tsm soM fade 
Iieen mane tot ^p^einng ami jBunfUlnff 
lereof, ann hp tf>e m ei^anwle ot manp in 
aut^ttp, to t^e great D^onout of ^on, 
ann Eepioacli of out Eeltgfon; Wi^ett* 
fiiie, ann foi t^at ^e cannot ei:petf M' 
aeaCs oi Continuance of tfie TSlmtm me 
ann €)ut Suiiiettie; Cniop, fofttout p|ofifn« 
(n0 Rentenfe0 to pjenent t^e ffte M^ fat 
t^e futute> mt ti(tdt Sm deineiei iKnittn 




A Prodamation. 

5» tlic Onw KJe am to ®»ti'_S5?il! 

rout CSawe, W piotttB (It tatane effMuaJ 
XftrttatT^slan, pctp ami ®oon 

ift 

^fw »aifli«tnait'£K(tunt Kcfoim 



A Prociamation. 

mz ti0 fietetip Mtttp Cl^arse atm Com* 
ftiattH an ©w Junse^, ^apo?^, a^Setiffief, 
lufttceiai of tbt l^eace, ann all otfjet €>uc 
!)(ftcetjB! ann ^iniUtt^, botl) Ccclefiafti* 
car ann €iUU ann otiec Due ^utiie(t0, 
fobom tt map Concern, to tie Detp ^tst-- 
lant anti Strict in tlie £)i&0Derp ann t^t 
effectual )p)jofecution anQ punifljment of 
all Petfiin0 to^o fijaii be ^uiltp of CitceOi^e 
£)^inkinj|, 'Blafpljemp, p^opbane Sloeat' 
im anti CurCtm, iLetonnefjs, #jop6anation 
oftu torn 25ap, 02 dtfter oflolut% 3im* 
mo^al 02 Difii^tietip p^aaice^, a0 ttiep mill 
anfloec it ta aiminotp (^on, anti upon pain 
of Due Pistil f>i(l)leafure» 9mi f02 tige 
mo^ Effectual P2oceetiin00 herein, ^etia 
mtbv Direct ano Comtttanti Dur 3luii0e0 
of a0Te0 ano 3[u(hce!$ of peace, to gitie 
ftrict C|iarffe0 at ti^e reQiemtie anifesi anQ 
^eiltonjB!, m tttt Hue pio&cution anQ pu* 
niC^ment of all per&njei tliat iliall p2efume 
to Dffenti in anp tlie Mtin$ afo^eliiiii, anQ 
alio of all PerGinsi tgat, contrarp to t^eic 
Dutp, ajalftie Eemifjs o; Begligentin pu^ 
ting m l^iH lato0 in Crecution, ann tliat 
ti^ep Ho at tlieir refpectiiie aiTi^e^ anH €luar< 
ter SefTtoniei xif t^e peace, cauft tfiiiei Dut 
proclamation to lie pu&licklp Kean in D« 
pen. Court tminetitatelp before tt\t Charge 
tis ei^m* 0nti Mt no ^erebp fwttttt 
Clidrge nno Commanti etierp ^iniffer in 
lit? reueaiHe partll) oi Chapel, to EeaH 
0^ cauie to be Eealt tbi& Due p^oclamati^ 
on, at leaff iTour time0 tn eberp ^ear» im- 
meHiatelp after Dibine Serbice^ and to in* 

cite 






A Proclamation. 

tfte attH tat np t^etr refpectlDe ^utittonetf 
to m j3?acrtce of ^ietp am virtue, ano 
t^t atioiQfnff of aU Jmmoialftp ann P;q 
PliaiteneQj. attn to tbe enn tgat all atce 
atm Debauchee? map lie pieDemen, ano 
Keltfi^on an0 Olttue ^Piacrt&o bp an Offi- 
cer0, ppate ^lofer^ , ^artner^ oi o- 
ttittfi, to^o are Stnplopeti fit out €>ertiice, 
eltl^er bp^eao^lanD, dCletio tieretip ad ct< 
Ip Coarse ann. Commann all S>m €om- 
matoieriei ann S>Sicu& tDl)dt(betiet> Cliat 
tt)^ no talte Care to S&oOi an Piopi^ane^ 
tte@, De&auctietp ano otfier 3[mmo^mesf, 
ami tliat bp tfte ptetp ann CJfrtwe of tljefr 
oton jliDejs anti Conberfatfott? tbep no fet 
good €jrampleiei to an (UcO as: are unner 
tgefr atttdo^tp, ano liitefDife to tafteCare 
ann 3|nQie(t toe 'Bebatitour ano ^mntv& 
of an Otcl^ a0 are unoer tf^em, ann to pu> 
niSi an t^ofe tofjo il^an be <£>ufltp of attp tge 
Df&nce0 afo;efafO> Sno tobereasi ftiiernl 
WUcUh ann Bjopbane Per(bn0 Wt me- 
rumen to Pimt ann WuUiOi temmi per^ 
m'ctou0 15oo%& anb pampblet^i toi^tcb coii^^ 
tafn in tf^em 3[mpfou0 Dottrfnesagatttfttlie 
|)olp Crfnitp ann otber jTuntiamental at- 
ttclesi of f)ur faitb, tentimg: to tbe ^ub-: 
berOon of tbe CbltSian EeH^fon, t^erefoje 
fo; tbe Puntlbtng^ tfie autboj^anti pubitO)^ 
er0 tbereof, anti foi tbe p^bentCng (Ucb 
Sfmpfouiei 'Booitsi attb pampbletie! being Puh' 
mm 01 pjinteb foi tbe future, me bo 
berebp flttrtlp Cbarge anb Piobibit an per* 
tsm tW tbep bo not pietume to mMt^ 
p?tnt 0? pubWft anp (Itcft pernictou-a 

A 3 01500^0 



A Prptl^m^tion. 

yooltjBf, 0? Pampftietsf, mnet tfie pafn of 
im.^mmn moinm to m utmum' 

Jerifp of t6e tafii* Inn me no iierebp 
Jctol? diarffeatm Eenutre all Due ILoWttB 
®mt(tfi to ^pffipotier aim awp^el&enli (UcJ 

JO 6e t&e aufibojjS oi ipjutilfftere of aitp fuc|> 
2BOOI0 m pamiil^(et0 , aoQ to imnB tliem 
iitm ^m %umce of peace pi cftief ®a- 
ptffrate, in fliner mt t^tp nta? be PioceeoeB 
agama aeco^timg to tm* 

Given at Our Court at Kenfin£tw the pour and 
twentieth Day of February^ 1 607. In the T^qth 
Year ot Pur Rcjgn. 

Gq4 fave the KIN G. 
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GRACIOUS 



LETTER 

( In the Abfencc of the KING,) 

To the Jujiicesofthe Peace in the County 
<>/MiddIefex, July p, 1691* 

For the Suppreffing of 

MARIE R. 

Rufiy and Well-Belo'ved^ 
fVe Greet you well, Con^ 
fdering the great and 
indifpenfable Duty in- 
^.^ -^ ^-,„„„.^ cumbent upon Vs^to pro^ 
pMte and encourage a Reformation of<be 

A 4' Manners 




The Queens Letter. 

Manners of all Our SubjeSis^ that fo the 
Service of God m,ay be AtJhanced^ and 
thoje Blejpngs be procured to thefe Nati- 
ons^ which always attend a Confcienti^ 
cm difcharge of our refpe^ive Duties ^ 
according to our fei/eral Relations -^ We 
thinly it neceffary^ in order to the obtdin-* 
ingof this Publich^Good^ to recommend 
to you the putting in Execution^ with 
all fidelity and impartiality^ thofe Laws 
which ha^e been ^ade^ and areftill in 
force againft the Prophanation of the 
LordVday, Drunkennefs, Prophane 
Swearing and Curfing, and all other 
Lewdj EnonnouSj and Diforderly Pra- 
dkes, which ^ by a long continued neg^ 
leSi^ and connivance of the Magiftrates 
and Officers concerned^ have univerfally 
fpreaa themfehes to the difbonour of 
Xjod^ and fcandal of our Holy Religion^ 
whereby it is now become the more ne- 
cejfary for all Perfons in Authority to 
apply themjehes with all poffible care 
and diligence to the fuppreffmg of the 
fame. We da therefore hereby charge 

and 



The CLueens Letter. 

and require tim, to tak^ the mft efeHusl 
Methods far pHtting the Laws in ExecU" 
tion agaififithe Crimes above-memionedy 
and all other Sins and Vices^ farticnlar" 
ly thafe which are mafi prevailing in 
this Realm y and that especially injucb 
cafes where any Officer of Jnfiice Jhall 
be guilty of any of thofe Offences^ or re-' 
frfe or negleSl to difcharge toe Duty of his 
Place for the ft^pfreffing them^ that fo 
fuch Officer^ by his Punijhmenty mayfer've 
for an Example to others. And to this 
endy We would have yon careful and di- 
ligent in encouraging all Conftables^ 
ChurchrWardens , Headboroughs , and 
all other Officers and Perfons whatfo- 
ever, to do their part in their feveral 
Stations, by timely and impartial In- 
formations, and Profecutions againft all 
fuch Offenders, for preventing of fuch 
Judgments which are filemnly denoun- 
ced againji the Sins above-mentioned. 
We cannot doubt of your Performance here- 
of fince it is a Duty to which you are 
obliged by Oath, and are likewife en- 
gaged 



The Qaccns letter, 
.gaged to the difcharge of it, as you 
tender the Honour of Ahnighty God, 
thefloorifhing condition of his Church 
in this Kingdom, ihc continuance of 
His Holy Religion among Us, and 
the Profperity of Your Country : And 
fo We hid yon FaremelL 

s 

Given at Our Court at White-Hall^ 
the Ninth Day of Jnly^ One 
Thoufand Six Hundred Ninety 
One, in the Third Year of Our 
Reign. 

By Her Majcjiief Commandy 

To Our Trufty and Well- 
BeIoved,the Jufticcs of 

tJT^ &,S^l Nottingham. 

at Hicks\,Half, 



THE HUMBLE 

I 
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: A DDR ESS 

O F T H E 

Houfc of Commons 

TO THE 

KING, 

For the Supptcfling of 

Prophanenefs and Vice. 

MayitFteafeToHrMAinSTY, 

i'E Your Majefiies 
moft Dutiful and 
Loyal Subjtds, the 
Commons in Par- 
liament Aflembled, 




Ej Do, with great Joy 
and Comfort, re- 



member the ipany Teftimonies which 
Your 



7 he Houfe of Common f Addrefr. 

Your Majcfty hath given us of Your 
Sincerity and 'Ze^l for the True Re- 
formed Religion, as Eftablifh'd in this 
Kingdom : And in particular, we beg 
leave to prefent to YourMajefty, our 
moft Homble and Thankful Acknow- 
ledgments^ for the late Gracious De- 
claradon Your Majefly has made to 
us from the Throne ; That You would 
efie^ally difcourage Prophanenefs and 
Immorality, which chiefly, by the Neg- 
led and ill Example of too many Magi- 
ilrates, are, like a general Contagion, 
diflFiiled and fpread throughout the 
Kingdom, to the great Scandal and Re- 
proach of our Religion, and to the 
DiHionour and Prejudice of Your Ma- 
Jefties Government. ^ 

Therefore,in Concurrence with Your 
Majeftits Pious Intention^, we do moft 
humbly Defirc, That Your Majefty 
woidd Iffuc out Your Royal Procla- 
mation^ Commanding all If our Maje- 
fties Judges, Juftices of the Peace, and 
other Miagiftrates, to put in fpeedy 

Execu- 



The Houfe of Commons Addrefs. 

Execution, thofe good Laws diat are 
now in. Force, againft Prophaneneis 
and Immorality ^ giving due Incourage- 
ment to all fuch as do their EHity 
therein : And that Your Ma^efty 
would be Pleajfedi to Require from 
Your Judges and' Juftices of Aflize, 
from time to time, an Account of fuch 
their Proceedings. 

And fince the Examples of Men in 

High and Publick . Stations, have a. 

Powerful Influence upon the Llvcs^ of 

others j we dd nsbfi humbty- b^efeech' 

Your Ma^efty; That all Vice, Pro-: 

phaneneG and Irreligion, may in a- 

particular manner be Diicouriteed in 

all :th6fe wlidr have die Honcnir^to be 

Employed near; Your Royal Perfon 5: 

and in: all o^ts-! who are . ini Your* 

Ma^efties Service^ t by Sea and Land v 

Appointing Stri& lOrders to i be » given 

to 41 Your CoBSmaridcrs, TJiat they 

notionly fliew a Oood Example them- 

felves, but alfo Infficd the Manners of 

thofe under them j And that Your 

^ Ma)efty 



TbeHoHJe of CommdttS Addrtff. 

]Vla)cfty would, upon all Occafioji^^ 
diftioguifh Men oi Piety and Virtue, 
by Marks of Your Royal Favour. 

Wc do fordier, in dll Humility, 
bcfccch Your Majefty, That Your 
Majefty would give fudh EfFedual Or- 
ders, as to Your Royal Wifdom (hall 
(eem fit, for the Supprefling all Perni- 
cious Books and Pamphlets, which con- 
tain in them Impious Do&rines againft 
the Holy Trinity, and other Funda-> 
mental Articles of our Faith, tending to 
the Subversion of the Chriftian Reli- 
ion ^ and that the Authors and Pub- 
[lihcrs thereof, may be Difcountenan* 
oed and Punifhed. 

And we do alfo moft humbly, be- 
ieech Your Ma)efty, That Your faid 
Proclamation may be Ordered to be 
Read atlea^ Fout times in the Year, 
in all Churches and Chapels, imme- 
diately after Divine Service j and at 
the Aflixes and Qparter-Seflions of the 
Peace, yak before the Charge is given* 

We 



The HoHJe of Commons Addreft. 

Wc prefent to Your Majcfty, this 
our moft Humble ADDRESS, pro- 
ceeding from our Duty and Zeal for 
; the Glory of God, and to the end that 
all our Counfels may be blefs'd by lus 
Divine Afliftance, and may produce 
Honour, Safety and Happine^ with 
all the Bleiiings of a Lafling Peace, 
to Your Majefly, and Your People. 
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To the AUTHOR. 

SIR, 

E have perufcd the 
Book you fcnt us, 
Endtuled , /in Ac 
count of the Societies for Reforma- 
tion of Manners ; the Dejign of 
which is (o truly Gieat and No- 
ble, fo much for the Honour of 
God^ the Advancement of Pie- 
ty and Virtue , and the publick 
Good both of Church and State, 
that it cannot fail of being ap^ 
proved by all good Men, The 
Method likewile propofed, in or- 
der to the Promoting and Ac- 

compliftiing 



compl idling the faid Defign, is. 
We conceive, mod: proper, and 
(by the Bleffing of God attend- 
ing it), m^fl: likely to prove ^f- 
fedual. And that Pious Men 
of all Ranks and Qualities may 
be excited by this gqod Book to 
contribute, in their refpedive Pla» 
CCS and Stations, their bed En^ 
deavours towards a National Re- 
formation of Manners , is the ihoft 
Humble and Hearty Prayer ot 

SIR, 

Tour yery Loving Friends 



^ f Pembroke, P 
i^ I Lonfdale. 
v^ < Leeds. 



^1 



Bedford. 

» 

Lindfey. 



St 



o 



rr.Carliol. 
H.Bangor. 

- N.Ceftrienfi 
E.Clouccftr- 
S. Elienf. 
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Kent 

Bridgwater.' 

Thanetv 

R adnoT. 

, Abingdon. 

Porriand. 

Falcopberg. 

Warington. 

Rochford. 

Say & Sele. 

Longvilp. 

Bcrgavcnny. 

Eurc. 

WiHoughby 
(^/Parhapi* 

Brook. 
VTaynard. 
Berkley of 
Stratton. 
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J. Briftol. 

R. Bath & 
Wells. 
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Dartmouth. 

Guilford. 

Hayerfliara* 

Barnard 

Digby- 

Allington- 
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An Account of the * , , 

SOCIETIES 

V 

FOE. 

Reformation of Manner s^ 

IN 

London add Westminster^ 

And othet Parts of the Kingdom, ^c< 

11* may be hoped. That this plain Dif- 
courfe will meet no other Enemies than 
fuch as are likewife Enemies to Religion 
and Virtue^ and are loft toihe Senfe of 
Good and Evlli fince the only Defign of 
it is evidently to proniote the true Intereft of 
Religion ; and it does not oppofe any one Man's 
honeft Advantage, or encounter any common 
Opinion, that I Igriow of, among us ; The Ob- 
%rvation having been long fince made, ThaC 
how many Difputes foever there have been 
rais'd among the too various Denominations 

B e{ 



% \ Jh Atdount of the Societks 

of Ghriftians, concerning the Power of tie Ma^ 
gijirate in Matters of Religion^ with refped: ci* 
ther to faith or Worjhip^ it hath nevei^ been a 
DifpQte, Whether the Magtfirate hath Power ta 
tunifh immoralities : The Profecution of Men 
for their Vices bath never been reckoned Per^ 
fecution. It being as plainly the Duty of the 
Magifiraie^ from the Word of G O D, which 
XooLis 4. obliges him to^ Execnte Wrath upon thofe that 
do Evilf as it is evident 9 from the difmal 
tffe&s pf Vice and WickeJnefs in all Ages, 
that Laws againft t^^opl^nenef^ and Wt^ 
iKlftCl^eVf are neceflary for the Preferva* 
tion of Communities^ as that Piety and Virtue 
are requifite to their Well-being ; and that un« 
retrained Vice and PropManenefs are as fatal to 
fullick Societies^ as tney are deftrudive to 
Private Per fins. 

But though LAWS are necefliry to the 
Very Being of Communities^ and Good Laws to 
their Happineis ; yet they cannot be fuppofed, 
by any Rational Man, to be any more fufiici'- 
ent of themfelves^ to procure the Welfare of 
the Body Politick^ without Execution^ than 
the beft Medicines can procure the Health 
of the Natural Bodf, without the Ufe and Ap* 
plication. of them. 

If therefore the Execution of Good Laws be 
neceflary, as is proved, to the Welfare of Com^ 
nmnities ; and thofe that concern Matters ^ 
Religion^ as do thofe for the Punifhment of 
Trofhanenefi and Velauokery^ are allowed, in a 

% Cbriftlafi 
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fof ^formation 6f i/t^niuirs. \ 

Chriftian Country, to deferve the grcabft re- 
g?ird ; the Intereft of RtlipoH^ and the Welfare 
of the Qommukity being fo deeply concerned 
therein, it cannot be a matter of Difpute; whe- 
ther it beoonies Men that call themreIves.Ci&/-/. 
fiians^ to promote the Execution of fuch Laws : 
IWay, it cannot be well imagined, how Mtii 
tan have a Zeal for the Service of the Great 
GOD of Heaven and Earth, or can have a 
ylue Loi:>e to Mankind, who have no regard 
to the Honbur of God^ or t^elfaire of their 
Country ; is fhall hereafter more fully ap« 
pear. ^ 

Nov/, whafc beeonles all Men, in their fe- 
veral Capacities, to do, in the Promoting of 
the Execution of our Laws againft ^JSii^W^i^ 
nif0^and l&efiaUCJierf , my Bufmefs, in the 
fir ft place, is to iKew is Pradicable, and that . , ^ • 
it niay be done by us of this Nation ; * and ^Admono-* ? 
that not only ftom What was done fooie Years ^'^^g^j 
ago, in the Times of ZJfurpdtion^ but what hath ri^pifle^ 
beeri done within Eight Years part , in ind t^<^ ^ij* • 
about this dityi and other t^arts of the Ring- tSdmd 
dom. 

It is very well knownf that in the jate fimes ' 

^topfnini ^toeavinjs and CTiiitans; 
tumtntitt^i fiDpcti'^HetDbnefsf, and 

_ ^Opl^anation of the >b0^tf35^?&a^, were 
generally dilcouraged, arid luppreifed. And it is 
as well known, no oar Shame, that thofe Sihjf 
have not onlj^ fince revived jtrqcng us, by rea- 
fon 6f thb Impunity of Of&nders, the Cgrfn- 
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tenarie6 and Preferment they have met uhri, 
«nd the Contagion of great and ill Exam- 
ples, but have been committed with great 
Impudence, and without Controul ; without 
either Shame, or the Fear of the Laws ; fb that 
they were feen and heard at t^oon^Day^ and in 
cttr Open Streets ; and as if we were refolved 
to out-do the Impieties of t'he very Heathens^ 
Prophanenefs^ and even Blafphemy^ wqs too ot* 
ten the Wit and Entertainment of our ScanJa^ 
lous Play^Houfes^ and Sincere Religion became 
the Jeft and Scorn of our Courts in the late 
Reig^ns. % 

And thus Dehattthery difFufed it felf through- 
out the whole Body of the Nation, till, at laft, 
our Mordls were fo corrupted, that Virtue and 
f^ice had with too maity changed their Names; 
it was reckoned Breeding to €vOearj Gallantry 
to he LewJ ^ good Humour to be Drunk ^ and 
Wit to defpife Sacred things ; and it was enough 
to have rendred one fufpedted.of Phanaticifm^ 
or an abjedlnefs of Spirit, and a matter of Re- 
proach, not to fuffer ones felf to be carried 
away with this Torrent ofWickednefs^ and not 
to glory in thofe fafhionahle Vices. Nay, it 
was thought an unpardonable Rudenefs, even 
for a Clergy'- Man or Magi fir ate ^ to reprOsVe or 
puniih, one that was Guilty of them, notwith- 
ftanding the Solemn Obligations of their Oaths 
and Fows to do ir. And cvfn after the AC'- 
ceflion of His prefent Majefty to the Crown, 
tbo* popery immediately vaniihed, Immorality 

and 
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and Frophanenefs llill kept their ground, 9s 
tf they exffc(-ied an Ejlahli(hment with our 
Liberties^ after fo long and Peaceahle a Pof* 
jejfion. ^ • 

Reformatio was indeed talkt of by fome 
Perfons as an Kxctllenc thing, and as a proper 
way of Exprefling our Thankfuinefs to Al- 
mighty God for his Mercies to this Nation, 
and to procure a Continuance pf them to us, 
and to our Pofterity : But ^/cd^was lookt upon 
as too formidable an Enemy to be provok'd, 
and Puhlkk Reformation was thought fo diffi- 
cult an Undertaking, that thofe that gave it 
very good VVords, judged it not fafe to fet about 
it in the time of War , whilft there were fo 
many in Arms on the other fide,; and there- 
fore they feemed to decline the Thoughts of it 
till we fhould fee the End of the uncertain 
War we were ingag'd in ; tho' they were, I 
conceive, other wife inftrufted by GotTs ex- 
prefs Command to the Jews. When -the Hofl Deur.as.^* 
goeth forth againji thine Enemy ^ then keep thy 
fe If from every evil thing. When things were 
in this difmal and almoll defperate State , it 
came into the Hearts, it feems, of Pive or 
Six private Gentlemen of the Chutrch of England^ 
to engage in this diiHcult and hazardous En- 
tcrprize ; who confidering that the higher the 
Tide\)f Wickednefs was, the more need there. 
was of Oppofmg it ; that our crying Sins were 
our greateft Enemies, and mod threatned ouc 
K}j\sji ; i;hat we have Laws in Forc^ againd 
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them ; and that they fhbuld have the Mws: 
of Gojy with the Prayers o( ^oJ Plen on thpir 
fide, refolved. whatever Difficulties they ipee 
)vitn, to make their Efforts for Promoting the 
Execution oi* our l^aws againft Tnphanenejs and 
pehauchery^ and the Supprefling of them by 
4dvifable Methods. 

This was fuch an Undertaking as we might 
l^ell believe would foon alarm the Ipnemy, 
but which the Vatrons of Vict would mak« 
no doubt to defeat, before any Progrefs could 
be made; and wnich the Prudent and Wife 
^1en of the World , >yho rely on fecond 
Caufes \ with too little regard to the firft , 
the Almighty Creator and Governor of the 
World, with tvhom^ as King Aja exprelTes it 
« ?3lu-on. in his F^rayer , it is nothing to help , whether 
14'/?* ^ith many y or' with thofe that have no power ^ 
would look on with Pity, if not with De- 
* rifion ; and fo it proved^ that the Cham- 
pions and Advocates of Debauchery put; 
themfelves in* Array to defend their wretch- 
^ arid infamous Liberties ; they fet them- 
(elves to Ridicule^, to Defame, and to Op- 
]|)oie thiis Defign , and to Overthrow the 
Hopes and £xped!ations of the Undertakers : 
And Tome others,* whom in Charity we would 
not look on as Enemies of Religion and Vir- 
tue , tho' we cannot eafily efteenj them our 
f rieftds , whofe Conduit has fo greatly ob- 
truded the Progrefs of this Delign, con- 
sulting Human Prudence, or rather Worldly 
*^ ^ ' ^ ' ' '" ?olicy, 



1 

for ^efortMsion of Manners. 

Policy, too much, and perhaps their own 0!> 
ligations too little, were very forward to cen» 
nre thefe Attempts as the Efied: of an im** 
prudent and. an unfeafonable Zeal : But not* 
witbftandiog a furious Oppofition from Ad« 
verfaries, the ill Offices of thofe from whom 
better things might have been expe&ed, and 
the unkind Neutrality of Friends, thefe Gentle^ 
men^ who in a little time began to add fome 
others to their Number, not only kept their 
Ground, but mad^ farther Advances ; for our 
late Excellent QJJ E E N, of Glorious Me- 
mory, having this Aflair laid before Her, in 
the Abfence of the King, by a Prelate of great 
Learning and Fame, ( tlpie late Lord Bifhop 
of tVarcefler^ She bad juft Sentiments of it, 
^nd therefor^ thought it became Her to give 
it Countenance ; She Gracioufly condefcend- 
ed to Thank thofe who were concerned in it, 
and readily promifed them Her Alfiftance $ 
and afterwards, upon this Application made 
to Her M ajefty, She was pleafed to fend Her 
JILetter to the Juftkes of Middle fex , com-* 
manding them to fut the Laws agaiifi Fnh 
fhanenefs and Vice in Execution with all Fiden 
lity and Impartiality ; ^nd to this endy that they 
jfhoutd he careful and diligent in encouraging aS 
ferfons to do their part in giving Informations 
againfi Offenders^ as they were oSliged iy their 
Qathj as MagiflrateSy to do ; and when therq 
was further Occafion, jShe fhew'd She was 
in «^neft tQ pron^o^e this Defign, by taking 

Q 4 Q(I|Qf 
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Other more effeftual MethocJs for that pur- 
pofe. Bjt as*it may well be fuppofed, Th|f: 
/ the Ojeen's patronizing of thefe Endeavours 
could not but give Credit and Strength to 
them ; fo the Affair, by Her Death <it may 
ati eafily be imagined) aiuft lofe" a great Ad- 
vantage: But yet the Lofs ( tho' it appeared 
'exceedingiy great) did not difcourage thofe 
that were ingaged in this Enterprize. For as 
they firft fet about it with httle or no Expedta- 
tion of fuch a Patronefs; btcaufe they thought 
it would be an acceptable Service to the King 
of Kings, and tdat it would promote the true 
Incereus of Religion^ and the Welfare of their 
Country : So the fame Confiderations obliged 
them to purfue. their Defign with equal Vi-» 
gour and Zeal , tho- they were deprived of 
Jo great a Friend and Protector. And Di- 
vine Providence had by this time feemed to 
favour their Endeavours, by the great and re- 
Hiarkable Succef; that had attended them; 
for Muititpdes of Offenders had been by their 
means brought to Punifliment. The Puhlick 
Oppofition that was at firft made to their Vn^ 
dertaking was broke, through , ( which the 
Lord BilhopofG/^«cf/?^r, who hath been a great 
Encourager of this Undertaking, gave an Ac- 
count of in his Findication of it, which, it may 
be wifhed, there may never be any ftirther Oc- 
cafion to remember ) and the Honefty of \t 
had recommended it to the Virtuous and Un- 
prejudiced part of the Nation, wfeoin the Ac- 
count 
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count of thefe Matters had reached j the Ene- 
iHjy, after a fevere Examination , having not 
' been able to difcover, that any iOegal Methods 
had been ufed , or that any fecular Interefi 
was purfued by thofe, who beftow*d their 
Time ^nd their Pai»is in carrying on fo un- 
grateful and hazardous a Work , as that of 
Reformation uill be always found , fince it is 
the Oppofing of ill Men , in their fmful In- 
dulgencies, which are often more defirable to 
them than their very Lives. , With thefe En- 
couragements they profecuted their Bufinefs, 
^increafing* their Number by the Addition of 
'^Perfons of confiderable Note , and of the 
beft Charadlerj fome^ of whom, tHo* they 
were of different Opinions from thofe of the 
Efiallip)d Churchy as to fome Points concern- 
ing Religion y were willing to unite their 
Strength in the common Caufe of Chriftia- 
nity, and engage in fo Noble a Defign, that 
had done fo much Good : By whofe joint 
Endeavours^ great Advances have been made 
towards a Reformation of Manners , which is 
tvery Day getting ground^ Perfons of vari^ 
cm Ranksy of confiderable Fortunes, and of the 
'clearefi Chara£ler^ offering Affiftance to it, 
not only in and about the Qty of London^ 
but from feveral Parts of the Kingdom* 

' But fi^ce it haih been long def^red, that 
a more diftindJ; and clear Fievo may. be given 
%9 the \^orI^ of this Vnd^rtding^ and of the 

advances. 
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Advances of it, which thofe that have been 
principally concerned in it (fo indiifirioufly 
cpnfultiog Privacy) have not hitherto been 
prevailed on, by any Temptations , either of 
Vanity or Refentment, to makepuBlickj be- 
ing more defirous that it fhould be known by 
the good Effects it prodnces, than by any Hit 
ftory or Narrative ; I ask, leave to prefent the 
World with a (hort Scheme of the Defign^ and 
foitie Account of the Managers of it, that the 
well-difpofed part of the Nation that have 
hitherto been Strangers to it may , by the 
Knowledge thereof, be induced t<^join in fo 
good a Work, and now efpecially, fince this 
Conjutfdure is fo favourable to it, beyond our 
Expectation. 

There is a very large Body of Perfbns, 
composed of the Original Society before-men- 
tioned, with the Additions that have been 
fince made of Perfons of Eminency in the Law^ 
Member $> of Parliament^ Jnfiices of feace^ and 
f:onfiderable Citizens of London of known Abi* 
lities and great Integrity, who frequently 
ineet to confult of the lefi Methods for carry^ 
* ing on the Bufineis ^f Reformation^ and to be 
ready to advife and aflUt others that are 
already ingaged, or any that are willing to 
join in the &me Deiign, 

This Society is at a confiderai^le Yearly 
Charge for the efiedual managing their Bu<f 
^e& ^ but tal(es no Contributions of any but 
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their own Members, by whofe Endeavours, 
as was faid before, Thoufands of Offenders, 
in London and Weftminfter have been brought 
to Punifliment for Swearings Drunkemtefs^ and 
Frofbanation of the Loras-Dayi and a great 
part of the Kingdom has been awakened, iq 
ibnie meafurei to a fence of their Duty in thi^ 
refpe<9:, and thereby a very hopeful Progrels 
is made towards a General Reformation. 

* A Second Society is of about Fifty P^ribns, 
Tradefmen and others, who have more e^ci* 
ally applyed themfelves to the Suppreffion of 
Lewdnefs-i by bringing the Offenders to legal 
Puniihment : Thefe may have adually fup- 
prefled and rooted out about Fiw Htmdred 
Diforderly Hmfes^ and caufed to be puniihed 
iomtThoi^ands oi LewdPerfons^ }x(vAts Swear^ ' 
erSy Drunkards^ and Prophaners of the Lord's^ 
Day^ ais may appear by their Printed Ufts of 
Offenders. Thefe Perfons, by their prudent 
and legal Management of their Bufine^, have 
received great 0)untenance and Encourage* 
piqnt in our Courts of Judicature^ and very 
particular Encouragement and Afliftance, for 
l^veral Years pafl, from the l/frd Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen^ who are fenfible of the great 
Service that is done by* them, which they ez^ 
prefs upon proper Qccafions/ 

A Tbirel Society ^ is of Cmiftailes^ (gf which 

fort of OfBcers Care is takeo to form Yearly 

anew 
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a new Body in this City ) who meet to 
confider of the moft Effe(ftual way to dif- 
chargc their Oaths^ to acquaint, one another 
with, the Djificultiei they meet with, to re- 
folve on proper Remedies , to divide them- 
felves in the feveral Parts oT the City, fo as 
to take in the whole to the beft Advantage, 
for theinfpefting of 2)i/2»r^er/y Houfes^ taking 
up of Drunkards^ Lewd PerfonSy Propbaners 
of , the Lord's^Dayy and Swearers j out of the 
Streets and Markets, and carrying them be- 
> fore fhe Magifiratesi and I muft obferve, that 
this is found a very fuccefsful Method for 
Conftahles to take, for the Suppreffing of the 
abominable Sin of ^1PDCantlg> \s/\\tn Private 
Perfms are negligent in giving of Informations^ 
and the Magiftrateis -carcJefs of his Duty. 

/ A Fourth Rank of ^Men, who have been 

fo highly Jnftruftiental in this Vndertaking , 
that they may be reckoned a C^rnet^Stone of 
it, is of fuch as have made it fomc part of 
their Bufinefs to give Informations to the Magi- 
ftrate^ as they have had Opportunity, of fuch 
Breaches of the Laws as were before menti* 
oned. Many* of thdfe Perfqns have gi\^en the 
World a great and almoll unheard*of Ex- 
ample, in this corrupt Age, of -^m/, and 
Chriflian Courage^ having underwent, at the 
beginning more efpecially of thefe Proceed- 
ings, many Ahufes^ and great Reproaches^ not 
only from exafperated and hardaed Q^endersi^ 

but 
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but often from their luke-warm Friends ^ 
Irreligious I^elatiops, and fomctimes from 
(LXnfaitl9(Ul fll^gitttattjS, by whom they 
have been Reviled,'Brow-beaten» and Difcop- 
raged from performing fuch important Service, 
fo neceflary to the Welfare of their Coupttry, 
And herein thefe brave Men have aded witjj 
fo great Prudence, as well as Zeal, that fore- 
feeirig it might one day be the Policy of the 
Eftemy of all Goodncfe, and the Bufinefs of 
wicked Men , who are his Inftrument5, and 
who could not generally be broyght to Shame i 

and Punifliment for their infamous Pradices 
but biy their means, to raife Prejudices in the 
Minds of bad and unthinking People againft 
them, and to difparage their Proceedings, by • 
whifpeting of Jealoufies of their being influ- 
enced in what they did by Worldly Con- 
fiderations , That the World may be chal- 
lenged to make appear. That thcfe Societies 
. have been To much as treated w ith, by any 
Perfon whatfoever, to give hformations w kh 
any Promifeof a Reward, or that they have ' 
ever received the lead Advantage by any Con^ 
virions upon thefe Statutes againft Propbane^ 
nofs and Dehaucherj/^ the Money arifing tfiere- 
by being wholly appropriated to thp Poor^ 
except the third part of the "Penalty* up- 
on the Statute againft Trophatiatien of the 
LorJ^s-Day^ which, in fome Cafes, thfc Magi^ 
Jlrate hath a bare Power to difpofe ofj but 
was never, that we know of, received by 

any 
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any one of thefe Perfons ; which I though! 
fit to obferve, as a lading Anfw^r to any Ob- 
jeAion of this kipd, in Juftice to them whd 

^^ have gone through Prmm and Reproaches for 

the fake of doing fo much Good ; and that all 
Nfen may fee with how great Reafon it is^ 
both from the Charader of the Perfons con- 
cerned in the Difcharging of this Service td 
I Religion and their Country , as well as from 

\ the Nature and Neceffity of it, ( which I Ihlill 

■ hereafter enquire into) that the Name of an 

f Informer is npw becdme nluch more Glorioui 

among mfe and good Men^ than it was growit 
Contemptible^ by the ill PraSices of fonie iq 
our days : And that it does therefore appear 
truly Honourable for Perfons of the greateji 
Qjfality to give Informations in thpfe Cafes ^ 

/ for the Service of the moft High God^ as fome 

\among us, of greater Ranks than the World 

^ does perhaps think of^ have of la|e done, and 

which it hath been obferved, in divers Dif^ ♦ 

C0)^rfes lately Publifhed , that even Princes 

un^der the Jemi(b Difpenfation were not 

iihgliii* alaamed to do. If 00 when thefe things werd 
dorti% the P rinds came to me^ faying^ The people 
of ifraely and the Priefis and the Levites have 
itot Separated themfehes from the people of the 
Lands J doing According to their Abominations^ &c/ 

Thefe are Eight othtt regdlateJ add miJtf 
Bodies \o( Houfe^keepers and Officers^ in the 
feveml 'Qiiarters of London^ Weflminfler^ and 

SoittfU 
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Southwark^ who differ in their Conflitutim from 
thdfe before- mentioned, but generally agree in 
the Methods of infpedlifJg the Behaviour of Cow- 
fkhles and other Officers^ and going along with 
them, and aififting them in their Searching of 
Diforderly Houfes^ in takiagup oiOffenders^ and 
carrying them before the Magiflrate^ and alfo 
in givipg Imformations themfelves, as there is 
Occafion. 

Befides thofe before-mentioned , there are 
about Nine and Thirty Religious Societies of ano- 
ther kind, in and about London aqd Wefiminfter^ 
which are propagated into other Parts of the 
Nation; as Nottingham^ Gloucefter^ Qfc. and 
even into Ireland^ where they ha v^ been for 
fome Months (ince fpreading in divers Towns 
Vid Cities of that Kingdom; as Kilkenny ^ 

. Drogbeda^ Mannoutb^ &c. efpecijtliy in Dublin^ 
where there are about Ten of thefe Societies^ 
which are promoted by the Bijhops^ and in- 
ferior Clergy there. Thefc Perfons meet often 
to Pray^ Sing Pfalms^ and Read the Holy 
Scriptures together, and to Reprove^ Exhort^ 
and Edijie one another by their Religious Con^ 
ferences. They moreover carry on at their 

\ Meetings , Defigns of Chirity , of different 
kinds; fuch as Relieving the fVants of Poor 

I fjtoufe-keepers J maintaining their Children at 

\ School^ fetting of Prifoners at Liberty^ fup- 
porting of Le^ures and daily Prayers in pur 
Cbmhes. Thefe ar€ the S O G ( E T I E S which 
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our late Gracious Sjneen^ as the Learned Bijhop 
that hath/ writ her LIFE tells us, took fo 
great Satisfatlion in, that She inquired often 
and much about them, and was glad th^ 
went on and prevailed ; which, thanks be to 
GO D, they continue to do ; as the Reverend 
Mr. Woodward J who hath obliged the World 
with a very partitular Account of. the Rife 
ind Progrefs of them, hath lately acquainted 
us. And thefe like wifg are S O C I E T I E S 
thiatt have proved lb exeeedingly Serviceable 
in the Work of REFORM AXON, that 
they may be/eckonisd a c\\\t^ ^pport to it, 
as our late Great Primate Arch-Biibop TiOotfon 
declared,) Upon feveral Occafions, after he had 
examined^ their Orders ^ and inquired into 
their Lives^ That he thought they were to the 
Church of England- 

I might now give an Account of a Society of 
Afinifters of the Church of England^ for carry- 
ing on oT this JVork, and another Agreement of 
Juflices of the Peace : But I am withheld at 
prefent by fomeConfiderations from defcending 
to any further Particulars concerning them;, 
and muft content my fclf with faying what 
will be eafily allow'd. That the fiated Mtet^ 
ings of fuch Perfons are as proper^ and may 
be more ufeful for the Promoting of t\\is fVorh^ 
than any other I have defcrib'd.- For what 
might; we not expeiSt from the Zealous Endea^ 
. ^out$ of thefe Orders of Men in this Affair ? 

whieb^ 
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ich 9 'tis obvious y will not be employed 
with fo great EffedJ:, as when they /<?>^f* them- 
felves into Societies^ or, at leaft, hsLve frequent 
4nd ft ate J times of Meeting, for the Pro/ecu^ 
tioH of this Bufinefs. 'Tis triie, that Minifter$ 
and Magiflrates have far greater Advantages^ 
as well as more particular Ohligations^^ thari 
others, (as I fhall hereafter endeavour to mak^ 
appear ) to be ferviceable fii this Work of Re^ 
f&rmation ; but yet, when they aft- alone iti 
this Contention between F'irtue and f^ice^ tho* 
they will do great good in dur prefent Cir* 
cumftances , and much more thah they will 
feafily believe till they are heartily engaged 
in it ; yet they liiuft expeA to be under Dif- 
lidvantage on fdnie Occafions, as well as other 
{ingle Perfons, who exert their Zeal^ without 
a Communication With one another, dfid parti^ 
cularly when they encounter Coih^inations of 
wicked Men , which , it is hot unlikely, will 
fometimes happen. Do we not fee by what 
Methods the Men of the World propagate 
Wickednefs , and counternline Good Defigns f 
Is it not by their Cluhs and Confederacies > 
Are we not ienfible with what Advantage our 
Civil Concerns are calrried on by Companies and 
Corporations ? Nay, Does not the Axrcoimt be- 
fore us convince us of the great Vfefulnefsi 
or rather tfeeeffity^ of Oood Mens confedera-^ 
ting and meeting frequently together to con- 
cert Methods^ and Encouragi ont adother id 
this di£Skailc Work of Confronting and SupN/ 

(j Faffing 
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preffing of hare-fa^ d and infolent Wickciinefs ? 
And ti\at the Reafon why good Men have not 
fooner or more generally done it, may be > 
Illat.i«.8. becaufe the Children of this World are in 
their Generation wifer than the Children of 
Light. Since therefore Vnion and Method 
fcem evidently to give gW Men much the 
fame Advantage (abftrad^ng from the Confidc- 
ration of the Goodnefs of their Caufe, and the 
Divine Aid that they may exped) ih their juJft 
and brave Oppofition to Prophanenefs and Immoral 
/i/i^^, again ft the greater Number, *tis to be fear-* 
ed of the fVicked^zs Difcipline and good Ground 
in War gives a fmall Body of Men againft a 
very unequal Number of thofe that are undifl* 
ciplin'd , and with difadvantageous Ground ; 

- ''tis highly to be wiflied, That not only Sficie^ 
ties of Minivers and Magiflratesj but of all 
other degrees of Men, were fet up in Prafecu* 
tion of this Defign , in all Parts of the King- 
AoxTij more efpeciallyin ^WTmns^ Cities^ and 

- Corporations. And it may charitably be ho* 
ped, that there are but few, if any, iucK Pla« 
ces, where there are not to be ionnd Three 
or Four Perfons at leaft, of one or other De- 
nomination of CbriftianSj that have a Zeal for 
GOD and Religion , who may eafily form 
themfelves into z Societj^^ which may enlarge 
by degrees, and which will, probably fpeak- 
ing 9 go a great way towards the SuppreiTmg 
Tublick Diforders where they are 5 but may 
hw^ a niarvellous E^(3:, with Godi's Blefling, 

■^ for 
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for this End, where there is a Magi/irate that 
makes a Q)nfcience of his Dt^ty^ or a Minijler 
that incourages Reformation j as would be ma- 
nifeft to any that had obferved in how fhbrt 
a time, and to what a degree, open Wicked^ 
nefs hVth been checkt, where a iealous MinU 
fttr hath given himfelf the Trouble, I might 
rather have faid the Pleafure, of meeting fome* 
times a Society of his FarijhionerSy to encou; 
rage their Zeal anJ Conftancy in this Work 
pf Reformation^ even where the Magifiraei 
have been either open or fecret Enemies to it. 
The Advantages moreover are too many to 
be infilled on in this place, for the Exercifing 
of our own Grace s^ and the Confirming our 
Virtuous Difpofitions^ by our Affociating with 
our FeOow Chri/iians for the Carrying on Re^ 
ligioui Defigns^ in an Age when Chriflian Con- 
*verfation^ which hath an ineftimable Value 
with Men of Religion, is with fuch Difficulty; 
met with- The forming therefore of GooJ' 
Men into fuch piotis Combinations^ for the over- 
balancing thofc of Fice^ the countermining 
the contrary Attempts of all mcked Men^ and 
recovering the Pcwer^ as well as Forni of Re^, 
tigiony is moft earrteftly recommended to all 
the Friends of Piety and Virtue. And me- 
thinks it may be expedled from all, that havd , 
any finfeere regard to GoiPs Honour i their ow^i 
and their Country's Happinefs^ that rhey fliould 
eXert themltlves in their feveral CapacitieSji 
With ai noble Zeal and Emulation for the Per^ 
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feeing of this great VnJertakrng. And now 
efpecially the Times of Peace are returned, 
which we have been told, are the Times of 
Reformation^ furely none that carry the Face 
of Chriftians can with Confidence offer new 
Excufes any longer to poftpone itj we may 
now hope for the Afliftance of fome , at 
leaft, of the Cautious and prudent Men a- 
mongft us,, who have hitherto, with great 
Qravity^ flood Neuters in this Affair, aird that 
they will at laft anfwer the Expedation of 
Good Men from them, ^nd fuffer the Gene^ 
rations to come to call them Blefled. 'Tis at 
ieaft to be hoped, that if they are too Great 
and Wife to ingage in the Work themfclves , 
. they will not, however, ohflruU it more than 
the open Enemies of it can do, by their call- 
ing it an Impratlicalle VnJertaking , whifper- 
ing groundlefs Jealoufies of the Defign, or 
lineharitable and difadvantageous Characters 
of thd Perfons concerned in the Promoting it j 
but rather, that they will let the World fee 
that their Z^ai is ingaged in the Carrying on 
of wifer Methods^ for the Effefting of a Na- 
tional Reformation. And one would think , 
that the Employing our Labour or Authority 
in this iJoble Defign^ of being Inflrumental in 
doing Good to Multitudes of Souls, by Sup- 
preffing of National Sins , and , by^ confe- 
quence, the Reviving the Power and Repu- 
t^ition of RelJgion^ and thereby Preventing 
National Judgments^ fliould be more worth 

tfi« 



for Reformation of Manners. 

the Comern znd Jppiication of Chriftians, and 
, ihould afford a ipore true and folid Satisfadti* 
on than the purfuit of our Worldly Interefl: 
or Pleafures. All indeed arc not Capghle of 
being Serviceable in the fame way ; but whe- 
ther it be by Executing the Laivsj or by 
Preachings Difcourfing^ Writings Informing^ Setr * 
ting up of Societies^ or otherwife contributing^ 
towards it, which j way foever it be that we 
can further this Glorious Work , it will , I 
think, be hard to find a good Excufe for any 
that (hall decline their Concurrence, accord? 
ing to their Advantages and Opportunities, 
in an Undertaking whicfi it would become - 
the greateft Man upon Earth to promote, 
which is now fo far facilitated by the Schemes 
that are laid , and the Methods it is put in- 
to. 

We have feen feme few Ferfons ingaging in 
this Enterprizej before they had any Methoi/s to 
dired: them, or many Examples to incourage 
them, encountring Oppofition in the firfl form'^, 
ing their Defign, from open Enemies^ and perhaps 
falfe Friends^ fuflering cruel MockingSj unkin4 
CenfureSj and unjuft Reproaches^ and yet not gi^ 
wng way. We have feen them furn[K)unting , 
their greatefi Difficulties ^ fo that the maim 
briint ieems now near over, and going on with 
that Refolution and Succejsy that the Deluge of 
puhlick WzckeJnefs is vifibly abated. We are , 
told, that many Tboufands have been brought 
fo Punilhnaent for Swearing ^nd Curing y by 
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their means ; Seventy or Eighty Warrants a 
Week having been etecuted on thefe Offen- 
ders, in and about this City only, fincc the 
late J4(l of Parliament againft ^1(Dt0itttI8 
. and CUt0ttg was made, which hath giveri 
fo great and remarkable a Check to thofe 
ScanJalous Sins ^ xhzt our C(7;f/?^i5/^j fometimcs 
of late have found it di^cult to take up a 
Swearer in divers of our Streets and Markets.^ 
where, within a few yearis paft, horrid Oaths^ 
Curfesy and ImprecatidvSy were heard Day and 
Night ; that a muhitude oi Drunkards ^ and 
frophdners of the l^rJ^s-Day^ 'feme of whom 
kept, as it were, open Markets within a few 
Years paft; have been made Examples by 
tiheir means; that Hundreds of Diforderly 
Houfesy which were little better than Stews,' 
and Nefts for Thieves^ Clippers and Coiners j &c. 
have been rooted but and fuppr^fled ; and 
that fome Thoufands of Levod Perfons have 
been Imprifoned^ Fmed^ jlrtd Wbipt ; fo that 
the 7^(^»^tfr£i?// of ^the Town, and m4ny of 
6ur Street si have been much purgM of that 
peflilent Generation of ^tSl^-C2IIaliU^rje(, that 
pfed to infefi them , which were a Reproach 
to this l^ohle Ciiyy and a Scandal to Chrijiia^ 
^ity J Forty oSf Fifty of them having been 
feiit in 'a Week to Bridewell^ where they havd 
of late received fueh DifcipHne^ that a confi- 
derable Number of them hath chofe rather to 
be Trarifported to our Plantations^ to work 
therf for an honeft Subfiilence, than to ex-^ 
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pofe themfelves , by their lewd way of Li- 
ving, to Shame and Punifl^ment^ to Poverty 
and Difeafe^ to all forts of wicked Pradices, 
and the Danger of the GaOovos^ to which, in 
the Conclufion , they are often , if not gene- 
rally brought. And I may juftly add, That 
far greater Things^ by the Application of the 
Original Society of Gentlemen^ have been ac* 
compliflied, than wljat have yet been men- 
tioned , and fuch as I am not permitted at 
this time to difcover. But thus much may 
be faid, That the Endeavours of thofe Gentle^ 
men have not been confined to this City and 
Kingdom^ but have extended as far as Ireland^ 
where they have had an Influence, very little, 
I think, to the Honour of that Kingdom from 
whence it had its firfi Rife , of which , fince 
a more particular Account may be expeded, * 
I may fatisfy my felf, at prefent, with faying 
in general, of my own Knowledge, That the 
TranfaSlions of Reformation here having been 
near Two Tears fmce laid before fome few 
Perfons in Ireland^ and moft of thofe (I mufl; 
again pbferve) private Perfons, ^nd of the 
lower Rank of Men, with proper Confiderati- 
ons to move 'em to unite in the fame Dejfgn, 
and A^ods to purfue it with Advantage, it 
detert^ed them to engage heartily in it ; 
and they have profecuted it with fo much 
Vigour, ^ that there arc now fiver al Societies 
for Reformation in the City of Duhlin^f which 
I am ailkred* by divers Accounts that I have 
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in my Hands from thence, are fpreading in* 
". to feveral Parts of the Kingdom, and are en- 
fcouraged by his Excellency^^ the Earl of Gallon 
voay^ one of tHe Lords J^ff ice s oi Inland^ the 
Right Reverend the ArcthBi/hop of Dublin y 
many of the Clergy j and tlie beft of the 
Magiftr^tes and Gentlemen of that City : In 
One of which Societies ^ moft of the Parijh- 
Minivers of Duhlin^ feveral of the pious Bi* 
fiopSy particularly fhe celebrated Arch-Bijhop^ 
and divert other Per fins of Qjiality^ are Mern- 
ters; fome pf whom have Ihewn a Zekl^ 
which if it pi^e vailed the Three Kingdoms over j 
hiight foon produce a Glorious Reverfe of 
the State they ' are now in^ and which in lefs 
Ihan Two Tears fpace hath fucpeeded, tho* not 
Withodt fuch various Oppofitions, as might be 
" 0xpe<fted^ from Combinations of bad Men, to 
ihat degree in Dublin^ that the Prophanation of 
^he Lories- Day, "by^ Tipling in public KHoufes. by 
Exercifing of Trade:^ and; Expofing of Goods to 
Sale , is almofl; fuppr^ft * that Lewd Women 
are fo ftriiflly enquired after , and feverely 
punifhed, tjj'at they have Tranfported them- 
ielves, as in England^ to our Plantations J and 
that, Swearing is fo run down , that an Oath 
is rarely lieatd in thtir Streets ; fo that puh'- 
_ lick [Xiforders are remarkably cured ^nd, in 
ihort, J^ice is afraid and afhaoied tp ihew its 
head,* vS^here within a few Years paft* it wa? 
daring and triumphant. ^ . i ^ -' ! 
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We are likewife aflured. That Scotland hath 
concurred in thefe Matters ^ where His Ma- 
jefty'$ Proclamatidn againil Prophanenefs and 
Pelauchery hath been iflued out in very ftri(9|; 
terms,. and His late Gracious Letter to the 
Tarliament of that Kingdom , takes notice 
of the Progrefs that they have made in the 
Forming of Methods for the Difcouraging of 
Vice and Irretigion , and aflures them , That 
*tis a WORK mofi accept alle to him. 

put to returq to our or^n tfation. We are 
made acquainted , That many Societies and 
Bodies of Men, of different Ranks and Per^ 
jfwafions^ are ingaged in this Work, to which 
Men of Virttfe ; of Temper , and unhlemifhed 
RepHfation , may either join themfelyes , ac- 
f Ordtng to their Quality ^ Circum^anceSj or Qp- 
portutiities^ or may form themfejves into new 
Bodies : That the puhlick Oppofition that was 
fnade to it, w|iic|i our Poftcrity may blqfli to 
read of, is at an end', which, *tis to be hoped, 
will be the laft that y^e fliall hear of in a 
Chriftian State^ ' and under a Prote^ant Govern^ 
went : Thiat the City of London efpoufes it , 
where there are Tm Sermons Qujarterly Preacl:^- 
^d, and divers of thein Printed, to make Mea 
ienfible of their Obligations in this refpedJ:, 
And it's true alio. That Swearing i^ 'much \ti^ 
fcned T^ as we have fciafon to bejieve*, by the 
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Accounts we receive in moft, if not in all 
Parts of the Kingdom ^ as other puhlick Dif- 
orders are in many ; and that Societiei for 
Reformation have been in divers Places already 
adiually formed , and are going on in many 
others 5 as particularly in Qloucefier^ Leice^ 
fier J Coventry^ Si^rewshuryy Hull^ NottinghoMy 
Tamworthf Newcaftle^ Leverpool^ Chefierj and 
fe veral other Corporations ; fo that , in a 
few Months time, by the Methods that are 
now taking, there is reafoii to believe that 
we (hall hear of a very confiderahle Progrefs 
in this Werk from all Parts of the Nation. 
And now is this a Time for Men, chat would 
be reckoned Cbriftians^ to (land NeuterSj in an 
Affair wherein their Religion ^ their Count ry^ 
and their Pofterity^ are fo deeply concerned ? 
Let the Men who can contentedly fee the 
Laws of G O D trampled upon j who can, irt 
their ordinary Converfation , in the Streets, 
and even at their own Tables, hear horrid 
Oaths and Curfes , nay , Men calling upon 
GOD for Damnation upon themfelves and 
others ; in a word ; offering high Indignities 
to the Glorious Majefly of their Great Cred'^ 
tor^ confider whether the very Heathens^ who 
would not fu({er their Artificial Deities to be 
affronted, or their Religion to be defpis'd ; wha 
in Sieges , and other Di(lre(res from their 
Enemies, were more concerned for their Ima- 
ges and Altars than for their own Houfes, or 
•^ private. 
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private Affairs, do not condemn them ? Let 
bur Learned Rabbies, the great Difputers of 
the World, and all that make a Profeflion of 
Religion , but give, little better account of it 
than by exprelling a fierce and uncharitable 
Heat againfl thofe that differ from them in 
ibme things relating to Religion, but not e(^ 
fential to it, and wherein all Men equally 
wife and good have , I doubt , never yet 
been ^ully agreed, think feriouily with thcm-> 
felves , whether they might not employ 
fome fhare at lead: of their Parts and Zeal to 
much better put'pofe, in furthering the Re- 
formation of Mens Lives , and of the Manners 
of the Nation, by the Suppreffing of Prophane- 
nefs and Ficey than by raifiitg or keeping up, 
with an unchriftian Temper, to the manifeft 
Injury of the ChriUian Religion, which is an 
Inftitution of Love, dangerous or unneceflary 
Contraverfies or Diwfions ^ and making of 
Profelytes to their New Opinions or Party ; 
all Religions being, I think, agreed , that iaJ 
Men are a Scandal to the bed Religion, and 
ttiat they cannot, if they continue fo, be fa- 
Ved in any ; and confequently, that .the being 
indrumental in the bringing over of a few 
Souls to the fincere PnStiCe of Piety and Vir- 
tue by any Chridian Methods, which thofe 
{ am treating of will, I hope, be allowed to 
be, is of greater Service to the Chridian Re- 
ligion, and the World, than th6 gaining of 

Hundreds that are vicious to any particular 
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Church^or Party. But can Men of Confci* 
lence fatisfy themfelves with conif>Iaining of 
the Iniquities of the Age, and Wi(hing for Re* 
formation^ with giving Only fome good Wards 
^o thefe PrdceedingSy 6t even praying for 
God's Bleftng upon them, without doing, as 
they have Opportunity, what is neceflary to 
promote, them, when, as it hath been faid, we 
have the Laws of GOD, of the Nation^ and, 
as we have reafon to hope, the Government on 
our fide '; and moreover, fo many Examples^ 
and fo great Suceefsj to incourage us, and have 
how , generally fpeaking , not much more to 
kit than Calumnies and hard , Words , and 
moft of thofe, 'tis to be hoped, from the 
Enemies of God and Goodne/sj which the bed 
of Men^ and the beft Dejigns in all Ages, have 
ever met With, and which, in fuch a Gife, it 
is our tru^ Glory to fuffer > No , furely this 
is a Tme , as I (liall endeavour to make ap« 
pear, for all good Men to join their Hearts 
ind Hands ^ their Interefi and Authority^ in 
this {o Necejfary^ fo Great ^ and fo Glorious 
a Work. 

Having now laid before the Reader a fliort 
Scheme of this Vndertakingj which was be- 
gun with great Oppofition , in a Time that 
was very difcouraging to fuch an Enterpriae, 
and with fuch other circuniftances of Difad« 
vantage as new things, be they never fo wife 
and good, efpecially Attempts of this kind, 

gene- 
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generally meet with, and yctliath been advan- 
ced to fuch a confiderable degree, from fo con- 
temptible a Beginning, as it muft appear to have 
had to the Wife and the Wary among us, 
who do not duly confider that there is a 
GOD that rules in the Kingdoms of Men, 
and who, as the Prophet exprefles it , giveth id. ^o. a^; 
Power to the faint ; and to them that have nQ 
Mighty encreafeth Strength. My next Bufinefs 
is to enquire, whether there are any Or- 
ders.of Men among us , who are under more 
particular Ohligations to be Zealous ^ and di- 
ligent in Promotibg a publick Reformation of 
Manners. , 

And, in the firft place, I humbly ask leave 
to lay this Matter before the moll Reverend 
Order of the Clergy ^ befeeching them, with 
all that due Refped which all good Men 
oU^ht to have to Their High and Holy Funili- 
My to confider, if what i$ endeavoured to be 
proved to be the Common Duty of aU Men, and 
the Special Obligation of Kings , Governours f 
and Magiftrate$y be indeed" fo, it is not the 
particular troi)ince pf thofe , who have entred Aa.ao,ag, 
into the Places of Overfeers ,and Watchmen ^ Ezeti.17 
and of whom the Blood of thofe that die in 18, 20. 
their SinSy if they knowingly fujfer them to 
Jleep in them , •>/// le required y to teach and 
inculcate theff Dutier^ as well as otfierj. And 
if any of their Body, after this matter is 
plainly laid before them f and they are con- 

• vinced . 
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vinced 'tis their Duty to be diligent in the 
furthering it , wilfully negled: to excite all 
forts of People, cfpecially thofe belonging to . 
their Charge, of what Rank or Quality fo- 
ever , . to do their Duty likewife in promo- 
ting, in their refpedive Stations, the Execu^^ 
tion of the Laws againft Prophanenefs and De^ 
iauchery^ they can give a good Account of 
their Condud: to thofe of their particular 
Charge, who have no concern to difcharge 
their Duty herein, only for. want of "their 
being admonifhed of it, add are not Parta- 
kers, in fom6 degree, in the Common Guilt of 
the tJation^ which, as our Negled: of our 
Duty in this particular In (lance, of not Pro- 
moting a Reformation^ will encreafe, fo it may 
be a means notwithftanding our prefent re- 
fpite from Deftru(%ion , to draw down God's 
Judgments upon the Kingdom, if we con^ 
tinue to make no better ufe of the Pe^ce we 
have with our Neighbours, than to fight with 
our crying Enormities againft our God ; which 
as I think few Nations, if any, have, had ia 
thefe laft Ages greater Reafon to dread, fo^ 
t fuppofe, all will grant, that none feem to 
have greater reafon to ufe all proper means 
to prevent, than thofe who exped: to give 
Account, not only for their own Sins, but 
for the Sinf of fo many others he fides , // they 
Wilfully fuffer them to perifh in them hy their re*^ 
fufirig to ufe the neceffary means of preventing 
their living and dying in them. 

i 
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I fhall not , after I have humbly repre* 
fented this Affair to this Sacred Order, , 
think fit to enquire, whether there hath been 
any Negled: on the part of their Body, or 
any one Member of it, in a matter wherein 
Religion \s fo highly concerned: I ask leave 
rather to fay, That I am aflured, upon un« 
queftionable Information, that moft qf the 
Right Reverend the Bifhofs have exprefled 
their Approhation of the Societies of Refor^ 
matioH I have given an Account of; that I 
have never heard of the Name of any one of 
thefe Reverend Perfons that hath not done it 
upon an humble Application made to them for 
their Countenance and Encouragement of them ; 
find that divers of them, to my own certain 
Knowledge , have promoted them, and con« 
tioue to do it, as. a confiderable Number of 
the Clergy in and about this City, as well aS' 
in other^ parts of the Kingdom, have done 
like wife; fome of them by Preachings and 
frequently meeting to confult one another 
upon this Occafipn ; and others of them by 
giving Informations themfelves to the Afcg/- 
ft rates againft Propbane Perfons ; among 
whom the generous and remarkable Affi- 
fiance that was given in this Affair by the 
two late Eminent Divines, Dr. Horned and 
Dr. feieS^ whbfe Deaths are fo much la- 
mented, under the various Obftrudions and 
Difcouragements they encouptred in the Pro- 
fecution of it, which thofe pipus Men made 

fuch 
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fuch difmal Reffedions upon, as I ihall under 
otir prefent Circtimftances forbealr to repeat, 
does demand a particular Acknowledgement 
in this place^ add defervesto be tranfmitted 
to after* Ages, when the Names of fuch as 
difcourage Endeavours of Reformation may 
either be forgot, or be remembred with Igno- 
inrnj*^* And I not only fubmit what I havti 
i^ on this Head of the Clergy^ and this 
wtfole Difiourfcy to This Reverend B^dy ^ 
which, I think, \ Ihall never obtain of my 
felf to Publifh without the Approbation of 
fome of the piotis Menibers of it j but out 
of a fenfe of my own Defects , and the ten-^ 
dereft Regard I would always have to mat^ 
ters of Religion^ I jheartily defirc, if I am eveif 
prevailed on to Pubiifb it, a puhlick Correltion 
from them of any thing I have faid in thefel 
Papers through Weaknefs or Iitadvcrtency i 
(which , t hope , ail the Advantages of the 
World would not have prevailed on me , if 
they could have been offered me, to have 
faid knowingly) that may not be warranted 
from the Holy Scriptures^ or that does give 
Offence to any but thofe whom the Repre-^ 
ientation of their Sin, or their Duty to th^m, 
and Religion it felf offends, whofe Sentiments 
of this Difcourfe as I ^ave nor reafon to ask; 
their Cenfurcs of it I may know bow to 
value. - 

Andf 
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And I mull the rather make this humhle and ( 

jfolemn Addrpfs to them fdr a fpeedy Cenfure 

of rhefe Papers^ if there is any juft Occafion 

for it ; and that at the fame time they would 

be pleafed tb ptit this Glorious Caufe^ that I 

have here reprefentcd' with no more sklllj iri 

a better light j which, I conceive, would 

well become the moft celebrated IVriters of 

the Age to do, not only becaufe Errors irt 

general^ as well as Difeafes^ are better pre* 

vented than cured after they are fpread ; but 

becaufe upon a* long Confideration and a full 

/ Knowledge I have had of the Vnder taking { 

have treated of, and of the Steps by whicll 

it hith been carried on from the very Begin-* 

liing, I cannot but believe that the Virtuous 

part of the Nation ^ when it is laid before 

them , will conclude that there is abundant 

Reafon for their Concurrence and Affidance 

ta it, add will think that either the Happi^ 

nefs or Mifery of this Kingdom may with 

great ground be expedied from either the 

Succefs or the Difiouragement that thefe and 

dthers pious and jiifi Ekdeavodrs for a Nation 

nal Rejormation meet with. My Bufinefs in 

the ncit place is to confidcr the Magi/i rates 

OiligittoH to be diligent in t^e Execution of 

the Lavis againft Frophanenefs and Dfhau^ 

cherjf. 

It will^ I think, be allowed. That Govern- 
merit is of Divine Appointment^ and that the 
Pmer of Magijirates , whether it be that 
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of the Supream^ or that of thofe that are /;#- \ 

ferior and Sulordinate^ is derived originally j 

Rom.13.4. from God, St* Paul (peaking of the iWjg/- 1 

(Irate ^ hys^ He is the Minifter of God to thee 

1iom.i%.i.for Good. There' is no Power hut of God : The 

Powers that he are or darned of God. A nd Mor 

Dcut I. fes fpeaking to the Judges of the People of 

1^1 17- Ifrael^ fays, Hear the Caufes he tweets your Bre* 

thren^ and Judge righteoujly hetmen every Man 

and his Brother. Te Jhall not refpeH Perfons in 

Judgment , hut you JkaB hear the Small as well 

as the Great } you Jhall not he hfraid of the Face 

s Chton. of Man, for the Judgment is QodPs. Take heed 

»y- ^^ ( faid Jeho/haphat to his Judges ) what ye do ; 

for ye judge not for Man, hut for the Lord, who 

is with you in the Judgment. Wherefore now , 

let the Fear of the Lord he upon you, take heed 

and do it : for there is no Iniquity with the Lord 

our God, nor refpett of Perfons, nor taking of 

Ver.9^ Gifts. Thus fbahye do in the Fear of the Lord 

faithfully, and with a per fell Heart. From whence 

^ we may, I think, conclude, withoot adding any 

further proof of what is fo generally ct)nfeft, 

that Magiflrates do ad by God^s Authority, 

are his Miniflers or Inflruments, which he 

maketb what ufe of he pleafes in the (jovern* 

ing the Natural and Rational World ; that 

they are to Ad for his Honour, and the Good 

of his People; and that He will call them 

to account for their Behaviour in this refped. 

t Tim. 1. Accordingly, for Kings , and for all that are 

h «. ii Authority, ^he Apoftlc does particularly di- 

red, 
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Weft, That SupplicatioHSy Prayers^ Interceftons^ 
nnd giving of Thunki he fnade^ that undet 
them wt may lead a quiet and peaceahtt Lift 
in all Godlinefs and Honefty. For our King 
therefore, and all forts of Magiftrateiy docs 
it i>ot behove us to pray , That God would 
be pleafed to infpire them with Zeal for 
his Glory, and the Good of his People ^ 
land particularly to diredt and ailift them iii 
this necedary add mod weighty Affair of 
Reformation^ 

And as the Magi(lratt$ Tower is primarily 
and originally from GOD*, fo is the Offici 
and Povoef of Suhordinate Magiftrates imme* 
cfiately and vifibly conferred upon ^hem a^ 
a weighty Trufi ^ by their Prince^ and theit 
Country^ which they have an Obligation td 
the faithful Difcharge of, in their natural 
Allegiance and Fidelity ; but this Ohligdtidd 
tiks yet higher ; they are bourld yet clofer 
to the faithful Difcharge of their Office by a 
Solemn Oath^ relating to their particular Tru^; 
4s well as by the Oath of Allegianci. Now 
th^ Obligation being thus great and Various,' 
mufl:^ I think, neceflarily draw the dreadful 
Guilt of Perjury^ as well as breach of Trufi^ 
upon thofe, who bdng thus intruded ^nd ob^^ 
liged to Execute the Laws^ do wilfully neg-^ 
led to do theif Duty: For a Juflice of tbi 
Peace ta^kes tbb Solemn Oath zi fais Entfancd 
into that O/cif; 
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that in the County of — in all Artictii 

in the Kin^s Commijfion to him dire^td^ he 
fball do legal Right tp the Poor , and to the 
Rich J after his Cunning , Wit , and Power ^ and 
after the Laws and Cufiomf of the Realm^ and 
the Statutes thereof made ; and wherein he is 
firft obliged to do Right^ which regards very 
much the PuniChfflent of Offenders, as ap- 
pears more fully in his CommiJ^on; and this 
Equally reaches Rich and Poor. The whole 
County is affignM in the Oath^ as the Extent 
of his Jurifdidion ^ arid therefore his Autho* 
tity is not confin'd to a part ; he is not tied 
tip to ad: only in any lefTer Didridt: of it ; 
but is to ifliie out his Warrants againft Of- 
fenders upon Informations offered him by 
Perfons that live never fo remote from him 
in the County, or for Offences committed 
in any part of it ; which , though ^is fo 
obvious from the very Words both of the 
Oath and Ctmm^on ^ I thought fit to take 
notice of, left if we ihould have any Magi% 
firates that ihould think it too much to give 
themfelves the Trouble to look into the Dif- 
orders of any kind that are committed, even 
in their own Parifhes, to fupprefs them when 
they hear or obferve them any^where elfe, as 
Swearing and Curfing^ for Inftance, in Bowling;^ 
Greens^ Cojfee-HoufeSy^nd other publick Places j 
Drunkennefs , Lewdnefs , and Prophanation of 
the Lord*s-Day ifi the Taverns ^Lnd Streets * 
er that ihould unwillingly receive Informations 

fron^ 
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from others of them, they fhould, in either 
of thefe Cafes, be tempted to think thofe 
tvortby Magi fir at es too officious, and take the 
Liberty to fpcak of them as fuch , who by 
infpediing into tjiefe Difordprs , where-ever 
they hear df them, in any part of the Coua- 
ty , and by giving Encouragement to thofe 
that bring them Informations of fuch Oiv 
fences (which will in confequence draw a 
more than ordinary Attendance upon them 
of fuch Perfons on this Occafion as live at 
a diftance from them} will thereby make 
their Unfaithfulnefs in their Office the more 
remarkable. He is obliged to do-Ju/iice^ acy 
CorJing to the Laws , Statutes^ and Cuffloms of 
the Realm. He is not then to break the 
Laws himfelf; or to fuffer others with Im^ 
punity to break them. He is to difcharge bis; 
Office according to his Vnderfianding and Ahi^ 
lity: But can any be fuppofed to be of fuch 
weak Abilities , as not to know that Ofien^ 
ders ought to be puniihed, when legal In^ 
formations are offered them, or when Offence t 
are committed before them \ If t«hen any 
Magifirates c^n difcourage thofe who are fa 
much Friends to their Country, as to bring 
them Informations againd; Offenders, can re-^ 
fufe to convid: upon them , or can fee and 
hear one another break God^s Lawsy and the 
l^awi of their Country ^ at their Diverfion ^ 
and their own Tables; What is more di- 
re<9^1y contrary to their Office and Tru/l ? 

D 3 Wha^ 
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What becomes of the Oaths that are upon 
them? In how^many Inftaqces do they no- 
torioufly break them ? And if the Viol^- 
jtion of a Private Trufi is juftly eftcemed bafe 
and detefiablei how much higher >\ggrava* 
tions mud their Offences admit of, who 
break a Puhlick one^ io folemnly taken upon 
them > And certainly Terjury , that is of fo 
black a nature in it felf, is not' a \t{% Enor- 
niity, or lefs Infamous, in a Magi(lrate| than 
it is in one of an inferior Order. 

The Commiflion for a Juftice of the Peace 
alfo fets forth, 7hat he U to Confer ve the Peacj^ 
in fueh or fufh a County , an^ to keepj as well 
as caufi to he kept , all Ordinapces and Sta- 
tutes made for the Good of the Peace , and 
fhe Confervation thereof^ and for the Quiet , 
ftuk and Government of His Majefifs People^ 
and in all and every the Articles thereof ac^ 
fording to the Force^ Porm^ and Effed: thereof 
to Chhftifeand Punijh all Perfons in the fai4 
County offending agai0 the Form of thefe Or^ 
dinances and Statute$ , or any of them iff the 
^ County. 

RomSS ^ ^^ deferv^s our Obferv^jtion , That as the 
^elegit ^ T Roman Government , the f^ Lacedd^moniani 

Kjfagiftra- 

CDs/^uafi Reipu|>Iic« VillicoSi in quibus fiqiia prseterea eft ars, dci]^ patj- 

tur /fin minus virtote eorum &'innocehda cohtcntaseft, TU'SiiOrstia 

ckmPlan. "•* 

t ^^>'tus in ptimts apud (jicedxmonios circa Magifirams legendos 
feinper fpeftara, quod Politicum prseceptum in quavis Republica (ervari 
^x Ufa tSkti Nic. Cr0im Je Refut, Lofedamonitrum, p. 8 s, S^. ' ' 
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and M/i&^ir/tfii Common- Wealths, 
provided by their Laws againft 
ill flfagrfirateSf kept, when they 
flouriflied , vicious Men out of 
their Magiftracy ^ and entrufted 
thofe with the Execution of their 
Laws that would fliew fuch a 
Behaviour to others as they ex- 
peded from them. So our Go* 
vernment hereby ftridly re- 
quires the Magifirates to give 
a good Example. 'Tis a mighty 
force that Example hath j one 
can hardly conceive any thing, 
on the one hand, fo foolifh and 
unaccountable ; and on the o^ 
ther , fo difficult and brave, as 
that Men may not in a great 
degree be led to by it. Cood 
Example hath often the advan- 
tage of Humane Precept , of 
Admonition ^ or R&proof, and fometinres of 
the Exercife of publick Ju(lice> or private 
Authority, whii:h, befides that they are not 
always pradicable, have often too little In-* 
fluence upon the Mind ; but Good Example 
hath a great and fecret Charm to draw others 
to Imitation. It attrad:s and affimilates by a 
Power of which we cannot give a full Ac- 
count, though by Chewing Virtue as it were 
vi(ibly , it hath undeniably thereby a great 
Advantage of other Methods of Indrudtion i 

P 4 thof« 
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* Inter prsecipoos Atfif» 
nienfiufii Magiftratns ccn* 
iendi funt anrfai Novent- 
viri. OpoTtebac in eortim 
viram inquiri » anrequam 
MagiflratuQi capeflerenc^ 
Petit w de Legibui jftficii 
2 J 5. Tantam honeftati$ 
curam bis Novemviris vo« 
luit efle Solon, uc fi quis Ar-* 
cfaon vino fe ingurgitavetic, 
capital ei fiierir ex hac lege. 

jurabanc in leges (e die 
obfervaruros Novemviri^ , 
Jurisfurandum Novemvi- 
lorim. Leges ob(ervabo» 
quod fi fecus fecero, au- 
ream ftacuam meam «qui 
ponderis pend^m , Pttitus 
de Le/^ibus jitticit ipo. 

&C. Heracb. Pont, di P^h 
tiii jfthtnien^um. 
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I Segnius -p thofe things being allowed to mal?e a much 
phnorall deeper and longer Impreffion upon bur Ivlinds 
pufli per that are reprelented to lis by bur pyes, thail j 
^ures,qu4in j^^fe jj^j^^ ^re admitted by our ifears. Pre* 

cdis fub. ceptSj though they are in the general not only 
jefta fide- {highly ufeful , but neceflary^ are not always 
ib^- plear i and when they are underftood , th6 
Efficacy of them, of Admonition^ and Reproofs 
feems often to be more br lefs * according to 
the Example of them that give them ; fuch 
Perfonji are lookt on as a Reproach to Reli* 
giotti and unqueftionably do often give bad 
Men a further Averfion and Prejudice to it, 
that do not pradiife themfelves what they 
recommend in their Difcourfes, As the Chri^ 
(iiaa Religion does therefore ftridly oblige 
all its If^rofelytes to ihew a good Example, 
)by a ftrid Obfervance of its Preceptis 5 fo it 
does more efpecially inculcate upon thofe 
whofe particular OiEce it is to teach otheri^ 
* their Duty , their Endeavouring to pcrfuade 
them to it by their own good Example, as 
I Tim 4- well as by their Dbdrine, that tbey majt 
*^* ' ' '^ thereby hoth fave tbemfehes , and thoje that 
hear them ; and when this is wanting, when 
Mat<:.a3 3. they faji hut do not ^ how exceedingly iiiit 
^ chievous the confequences of it are, high^ 
^ T^ <fJ" ly deferves ferious Gonfideration. The Hca^ 
jeMA M then Moralifts could obferve the gt*eat Mif* 
jT»^xi- chief that was done the World by Merce- 
^^^-^r/' "^^y Mailers of Precept, * by whom they 
SuflV^ meant Mhofe that endeavoured to talk ele- 
gantly- 
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jantly of juft things, but noft to do tbem ; 
md that it was not the Difcourfes, but the 
good Examples ; not the Schools, but the 
Manners of Philofophers, that piade their beft 
Difciples what they were, and fo much 
celebrated. / know ( fays Plato J Socrates iy 
his good iVortsy more than ly his 
good Words j * and he makes it * 'AvJiyw^ # fnr$axi» 
a jieceflary quality of a good J"'^^^^ §), -^i Hugmf 
Orator, that ke himfflf k Hufl f^^^^h J'i^s^ mtiUm. 
and Virtuous, f And accord- ^:ff>^-^^^- ^ 
ingly Soarates his Mafter being *1 f^^^^^'®' 

the beft Inftrudion , anfwered , !2),*WeiV*7^ ^W^f^^ 
^upraxie^ or well-doing. Ex- Stobaus, foi. 49, 
ample bath indeed fuch a 
power , that Men are in a great degree too 
often fttch as thcsfe are with whom they con- 
verfe , as even the Proverbs of many Na- 
tions have obferved : So that he that gives 
a good Example, though he be but a private 
Perfdn , does , in truth , a publick Service ; 
and lays an Obligation upon the Age he 
lives in : But the good Examples of Governors 
and MagifirattSy fl need not add, oi Mini^ 
fters J hitti a for greater force of Perfuafiortj 
their Virtues arc generally derived, by Imita-' 
tion^ into the Manners of the People. * How* ^^^ 

..^ ; ,. i . . ' cnimfuiti- 

mi civitatis vm fuetmt, talis civitas eric , CiaHdianus. XJt enim vitiis 
& fceleribus Magiftnicoam infid folet & comimpi tota Refpublica, iu 
corrigj & emendati.' tiKci(ntap tv 7© -? idhi^ii hns U& o/ao/^tw 

Wf iix'^y ^'^^'w ^ tJimlem. Ncc ignores totius civitads mora a* 
txcmpliun Magiflratuum confonnari. ^ ..,. . 
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fatal an Influence more efpecially miift then 
t\it ^vicious Example 5 J which the corrupt Na^ 
ture of Man does with fo much Eafe com- 
ply with, of Superiors, of Perfons in Autho- 
rity, whofe ptrticular Province it is to look 
to the Execution of the Laws ^ have upon 
thofe below them ? Thefe Men carry not 
only thofe of their Neighbourhood , but a 
great part of the G)unties they live in , after 
them ; many of whom , 'tis very obvious , 
are apt to think it. an Excufe, if not a War^* 
rant, to tranfgrefs after their Example. The 
CcmmiJJion of a Juftice of Peace does there- 
fore with great reafon tell him ,^ That he is 
to keep hiwfelf^ as toeB as caufe to he kept^ 
aO the Ordinances and Statutes^ &C- As his 
giving a good Example is a likely way to 
procuriB a due regard to his Office^ to main- 
tain his Authority^ and, with the Exercife of 
it, to reform Others; fo, on the contrary, 
his giving a had Exc^mple is as effedual a 
(courie to teach others to break the X^aws^ and 
to bring a Contempt upon his Office^ and the 
Government it felf, as can eafily be thought oft 
I needed not to have been thus long upon 
this Head of Example , and particularly the 
malignant Influence of the bad Examples of 
Magiftrates and great Men, if moft Ages did 
not abound ix^ith fuch unhappy Inftances ; 
and if this Nation in particular bad not felt 
fo giuch the fatal Efforts of them, as may be 
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fome Excufe for my infilling on it. But tp 
go on : Befides the Mischief that is done by . 
the vicious Examples of Magiftrates , With 
M^hat Reafon can we expeA , that thofe that 
make no Confcience to ireak the Laivs^ ihould 
idiligently and confcientioufly Execute the Laws 
jupon others > And fuppofing fuch Magiftrates 
ihould fometimes , either out of a fear of th> 
Infpedtion of *the Government into their Be- 
haviour, in the Reign of a Prince that is zea- 
lous in the Dilcouraging of Vice ; or out of z 
defire of keeping up their Reputation with 
better Men, be fometimes inclined to puoilh 
f\ich Offences in others^ as they are themfelves 
guilty of , confcioufnels of their own Faults 
will) wbsn they zGt upon no better and firmer 
Principles, deprive them of Courage, and be ' 
very apt, upon many Occafions, tQdraw theni 
back from the Punifhing of others ; efpeci« 
ally when tlie Offenders are either their Su- 
periors or Equals ; vvhereas the Law know; 
no refpec^ of Perfpns , and they whofe Bufi* 
nefs it is to Execute it , muft dp it without 
Pifiindion or Partiality. Their Comwiffion 
tells them, that they arp to chafiife and puntjh 
^11 Perfons in thjf fai^ County f^enJin^. An4 
cap any that confider this , That we live uq« 
der a Chriftian Qovprnmefit, and that the 
j^poftle acquaints us , That the Magiftrate it 
the Miniller of God for Good; That he beareth Romq?. 
mt the Sword in vain t Is a Revenger to exe^- ^^^ f 
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cute Wrath upon him that does Evil; and that 
i Chriftians fllou'd have a far greater G)ncern 
for the Honour of 6od^ than for the Honour 
of their Trimce^ their own Reputation or EfiattSj 
but think that the Lawis that relate to Tiety 
and Virtue are to be chiefly regarded by the 
Magiflrate , that his principal Care ftiould be 
applied to the reftraining Men , even thofe 
of the higheft Rank, froni openly breaking 
thofe Laws^ by a ftridt and impartial Execu-^ 
tidn of them , finte the Reafonablenefs of the 
Punifliing of Men for the Violations of Reli- ' 
gion feems to have been evident by the Light 
of Nature ? It being, I think, a juft Obfer* 
vat ion , which I have fome where met with, 
cf a Heathen Philofopher , That tho feyerat 
Nations do appoint [ever at Puni(hments for the 
Violation of Religion^ yet it does not in any Coun^ 
try go voJ^My unpunifbed. No Mens Quality 
ought to ihelter them from Punilhment in 
this Cafe J Even Privilege of Parliament does 
not give thofe \yho are allowed it for the 
Service of their Country, the mi£^hievoust 
{liberty to trample upon the Lam of God 
dnd their Country ^ nor will excufe Magi- 
fir ates from ad:ing according to their Oaths, 
in thefe Matters, Charity and good Man- 
ners would forbid us, if fuch a Cafe had ne-. 
yer been heard of, or was like to happen, to 
(uppofe that this JPrivilege ihould ever be pre- 
tended on fuch an Occaiion by any one of 
' ^ thofe 



for ^formation of Manners. 



45 



thofe BoMes , who as the^ 
^niake Laws againft Debauchee' 
ry and Prophanenefsj ought like- 
wife to endeavour, by their 
own Exemplary Behaviour, to 
promote Piety and good Man* 
iiers, to give Laws of Civihty 
to the reft of the Nation , and 
to add , That if thefe things do 
happen, good Magifirate$^ 'tis to 
be hoped, will a(5t as become 
them. And there is, I think, 
no doubt but the bringing to 
legal Puniftiment a Man of Ti- 
tle or Authority, that makes ufe 
of his Power or Intereft to be 
more vicious, and to do greater 
Mifchief to the World than o- 
thers, is a greater Service to Re- 
ligion and our Country , and 
more highly honourable among 
Men, than the Punifhing of a 
private Perfon , perhaps than 
many poor Creatures, who, as hath been 
long obfcrved , generally fufler the Extre- 
mity of tjie Law for fuch Offences as their 
Neceflities are a Temptation to them, tho' 
not a Reafon for them, to commit, when 
great Men , that cheat whole Provinces , 
and bid defiance to Sacred things, go 
wnpunilhed , if they are not rewarded. 

If 



* Reccptumqae omniuoi 
pene Gentium; temporum- 
<iue memortay uc ad legum 
htanim obiervantiam in« 
vicarentur inferioris fords 
homines, exemplo poten- 
tiim^ qui ptimi eas cufto^ 
dire cogebantar, & prsrer<* 
tim illi ip(i qui eas mliT- 
fent. Tit. Ltt;.^. DiOld.hh.S. 
Magiftratus, Gubematores^ 
Regefque obediunt quoqnc 
ipfi legibus, id eft, redae 
rarioni , Diodsrut Siadm* 
' Si quid in jungere infcriori 
veliSy ptius in te ac raos 
recipiaSy necefle eft, fi i|^ 
jus ftatueris, quo facilifis 
omnes obediences habeas, 
foL M0X. lib. 8. €$f 6. Tit. |« 
Cam leges prsHcripHfti a]i-» 
is, prsfcripififti & dbi ; le* 
ges enim . Imperacor (ctt 
quas ip(e cuftodiat 

Pzsceptum falubre Pif*' 
taci lapiends apud Aufo- 
nium : Pareto legi quifquc 
leg^n fanxeris. 
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* If Hiftory can tell us bf Mti^ 
thens that could do and fufief 
fo much for the Maintenance of 
the Lam of their Country, 
fhall it be fuppofed that the 
Fear bf difobliging a Man of 
Interefl:, that hath a fwelling 
Title, one that is , I doubt, im* 
properly called a Man of "Ho* 
nour, who affronts and contemns 
Religion , (hould keep Chriflian 
Magifirates from Executing the 
Laws of their Country^ that are 
made for the Support of Reli^ 
gion^ and to which they are 
Sworn. And yet, as unwor- 
thy and unaccountable as fuch 
a Behaviour may appear to be^ 
even by the Light of Nature, it were 
well, if for the Honour of Chriflian Magi- 
firateSy nay, even of Humane Nature, , that it 

could be denied , f that many, I 

ty^^^^}^?^ opprobm ^m unwilling to fay moft of the 

'£n'J^:\.t^^ ' Magiftrates in the late Reigns, H. 

ved and died with their Commiffi' 
ons^ without putting any one of the Laws^ that 
our more virtuous Anceftors had left us a* 
gainft Prophanenefs and Deiaucheryj in £x^* 
cation^ which feme of the worthy Magifirates 
of this Reign , making a Conference of Dif^ 
charging the Oaths they have taken, and the 

Trufi 



* Si quis convi£kb fiirti 
cflk apud Locrenfes, effo- 
diebantur ei oculi* Conti* 
git autem ut Zalenci filiu^ 
fiirti reus convitiaterar, cui 
quum Locrenles poenam 
remitterent , non tulit id 
pater, fed llbi unum, filio 
alteram voluit enii ocu- 
lum. 

Legem quandam Tene- 
diis tulit Tennes, qui li- 
cebat , Adulterum depro- 
hehfum fecuri necare : 
Quu^ itaque filius ejus 
cflct captus, interrogant* 
regem qui coeperat, Quid 
ei faciendum ? Refpond©- 
bat, Lege utendum t qua- 
propter & nummo ejus ab 
una parte fecuris excufa , 
ab altera facies viri & rnu* 
lieris uno coUo junfta. 



/ 



for ^formation of Manners. 47 

Trufi that is repofed in them, by their Pcr- 
fonal Watchfulnfs and Diligence^ as well as by 
their giviog rlue Encouragement to thofe, who, 
\ without having OatHfS to oblige them, or Re* 
wards to encourage them, bring them Infor^^ 
mafions of the Breaches of thofe Laws , 
which were grown almofl obfolete and ufelefs, 
have, to their great Honour, fo fuccefsFuUy 
done, with fuch Oppofition and Difficulty ; 
and not only with greater Clamour frotn^ 
hardfied Offenders, but with more Refledtion 
from toopany others, than they might have 
met with if they had been breaking them in 
the mofl impudent manner, had been ma- 
king Attempts to deftroy them. To prevent 
therefore, for the future, the Mifchief that 
this Nation may other wife fall under, as 
it hath done, by the Vnfaithfulnefs of Afag/- 
ftratesf it may deferve Confideration , whe-r 
jther it would not be highly ad- 
vifable , that, *. as we are told, ^ Cogunt eos qui Magy 
the Romans, hr this reafon, or- t^ ^Tl%S^ 
dered their Magi ft rates to give quid in Magifttim gefle^ 
an Account of their Diligence, '^.' Gothofredus de duo- 

r % ^M * ri-« dccim Tabularum Fraf^ 

for the Maintenance of the Laws, mends, p. 66. 67. 

to jheir fCenforSy a chief part tCcnforumOfficiumertc 

of Whofe Office if was, to look defcriberc fccultates cujuf- 

;to a Reformation o( M.nmrs; X.^Zr^^:^lTsi 

vitam, tollere joaoque omnia quae probitati mdrum peftem & pemi* 
ciem illatura yiathanmr , R0finttJ.de AntiijuitMihuf Rtmanis , f»l 520. 
Ccnfbres mores popu]i regunto. H»c decur cura Cenforibus, quandoi^ 
dem cos in ftepublka femper volumus dk, Ckm dt Ugihus^ /«/. ^49. 
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and as our Magiflrates are, by the late A^ 
0f Parliament againft Swear hg and Curfing^ re- 
quired to keep Lifts of thofe Perfons that they 
have convicted of thofe Offences, and to returri 
, them to the Seffims ; our Magiftrates fliould 

be likewife further obliged to bring in to our 
Judges of Affize , or to the Quarter-Sefms ^ 
Lifts qH fuch as they have convidred uppn 
all the Statutes againjft Prophanenefs and De^ 
hauchery\ which Method will, I hunoibly con- 
r ceive, not only be effedual for the quicken- 
ing the Diligence of Magiftrates, but give! 
a juft Terror to Offenders , and will aftbrd 
the Government a means pf knowing what 
Magiftrates are Unfaithful in their Office^ and 
deferve Difcountenance and Punifhment ; and 
on the contrary, who they are that pioft Hoi^ 
nourably difcharge their Tru^s, do the great* 
eft Service to their Country , and deferve the 

higheft Regard from it. * And 

can any, unlefs they are faithful 

and zealous Minifters of the Go* 

fpel^ be fuppoled to deferve 

more Refpe<a than thofe ilf^^i- 

firates that confcientioufly apply themfelves 

to the Suppreffing of Vice and Prophqne* 

Hefsy and to the Promoting of Retigim ? As 

the doing of this is , I conceive , the greateft 

Benefit of Magiftracy^ and may be fuppofed^ 

as hath been ihewn , to be a great End foi^ 

which it was appointed ^^ fo it can't » I think, 

be 



^ His autem duobus, 
iinemns & pom^ • falus 
Reipublics qoamplurimfim 
Contiaetur. 
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be doubted , but God's Bleffing may at- 
tend his Ordinance, the Magiftrates zea- 
lous and united Endeavours for this pur* 
pofe, fo that they may fucceed to the Spi-^ 
titual good of particular Perfons, as well 
as to the good of the Publick; that as 
AfHidions are often fetit by Him^ to awa^ 
ken Men out of their Lethargy in their 
vicious G)urfes, and in the nature of them 
tend to that end, the legal Corre&ions of 
Offenders, which may be looked oh as 
Affliftions, may, with God's Bleffingi work 
the fame happty Effedt upon them ; and 
the rather » fince they are the immediate 
and fenfible ESe(fh of their Sins ; and of 
this, we are told, there hath been fo ma- 
ny happy Inftarices (iflce the beginning of 
thefe Tranfa&ionU as may be fu/Ecierit, 
without other Confiderations , to encou- 
rage the Magiflrates Diligence : Bat when 
this fails of the deiired Succefs upon par-** 
ticular Perforis , yet it is a vaft Advantage 
to the Gaufe of Religion in genera), to 
keep the Multitude, by the ftridJ: and ex- 
emplary* Puniihrrient of fome Offenders , 
fronii the publick Commiilion of fuch Scan-" 
dalous Sins as waft the Confcicnce , af- 
front Religion , and directly tdhd to bring 
it into Contempt, that, as the Seripture 
exprefles it , AU Ifrael may hear , an J fear , Deac; 13. 
and Jo no more any fuch Wickednefs. For "• 

E confi- 
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cOnfidering the Original. Corruption of otrr 
Nature, which is generally more depraved 
by our Education in a degenerate Age ; 
that being thus depraved and weakned, 
we find it no very eafie work to refift 
Temptations to Sins , to which we have 
either habituated our felves , or have a 
natural propetifity> when they are naked 
andalbne; and that 'tis much more dii&* 
cult to encounter thofe Sins when Temp- 
tations to them are made ilronger by the 
bad and eminent Examples which are zU 
mod every^where to be feen in our G)m^ 
merce with the World , there being bt^t 
few that we meet with that do not re- 
commend one Vice or other by their Ex- 
ample to our Imitation , and (which i^\ I 
think 9 ftill worfe ) nnK)ft of thofe not fuch 
as profefs themfelves Enemies of Religion , 
but that pretend themfelves , Chriftians , 
entertain hopes of receiving the Benefits 
of Religion , and attend its Ordinances 
with Allowance , as often as they think it 
for their Intereft or Reputation to do fo $ 
€onfidering , I fay , thefe things , b^ve we 
not great reafon to fear, that moft Menr 
will continue to go over to the major 
Party, thae triumph in Wickednefs, and 
trhat few will have the Courage and Bra« 
very to join with the lefler and too much- 
defpifed Party of Virtue , to go againft 
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thie Stream of a Debauched Age, (whichi 
for ought I tan fee, there is greater likeli- 
hood that it ihould (1)11 grow mpre Arong 
and furious, than that it ihould abate) till 
frequent and publick. Examples of Vice are 
bken olit of publick View by either the 
Execution of our Civil Laws, or by the 
Revival of thp ancient Difcipline of the 
Church. Se»eca could, it feems, obferve/ 
that it was enough to fhake the Refolu- 
tion of a Socrates^ or a Cdto^ to bear up 
againft and ftem Vice, when it becornes 
fo general and fafhionable, that it prefles 
upon us with a kind of publick Autho- 
rity. , And tho* Chriftiaris have a clearer 
Revelation than thdf^ Heathens had of 
i heir Duty , higher Obligations , nobler 
Motives, and greater Affiftancei to per- 
form it , yet, I conceive^ our Religion does, 
tiot teach us , nor our own Experience of 
Humane Frailty does not encourage us to 
inake the way to our Duty and HappI-, 
tiefs^ as difficult as we can, 'Tis true. 
As may be obje<Sted , that Men are by no 
means to be fu^pofed Rehgious , who are 
reftrairied from their Vices only by fenfe 
of Shame, or fear pf H&mane Punifhment^ 
byt yet they muft be thoiight to be in 
a mrfch fairer way of being fo under thofe 
Reftraints, than they would be without 
thfeot . By their being kept , by Humane 

^ t Laws^ 
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Laws, from an Indulgence of their vicious? 
Inclinations , they may in time find the 
Pleafure arid the Advantage of the Re- 
flraint : And bad Examples , that abound 
in mod places, which I take to be the 
great Occafion of Sin, being by this means 
taken away, Fice will become Scandalous, 
and Firtue will be in proportion efteemed 
fafliionable ; and thus, I think, very great 
Points are gained. For when Men that 
are vicious in their Inclinations, and even 
thofe that are grown old in Senfuality, 
fee that Religion gives Men that Efteent 
and Advantage as Dehauchery and /r«/i- 
gion hath done within our Memory ; and 
they find that the Stream is turned, and 

\ bears hard againfl them, that they cannot 
commit their Diforders with Itapunity, nor 
without Shame ; and moreover, Tempta- 
tions to them are very much taken out of 
the way , then they will take fonie pains 
to be Virtuous, at lead: to appear in the 
Drefs of Virtue ; then may we expect 
that fuch Men will begin to enquire into 
the Nature and Reafpns of Religion, and 
when they find, by a fober Advertence to 
its Propofals , ( which they will now make 
without Prejudice,) and by fome Experi- 

, ence they will have of the happy Effedls 
of it, by their endeavouring to imitate it , 
that it prohibits us thofe things that would 

be 
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1)6 mod; highly injurious to as, and al« 
lows a Satisfa^ion to our rational Appe- 
tites; that it hath fuch Excellencies as out* / 
bid and put out of countenance all the 
Advantages that the World can offer; J 
that it fortifies us againft the crofs Oc- < 
ucurrences and Calamities, the Changes and 
Storms of Life , and the Fears of Death , 
difarms it of its Stings and Terroiirs : to 
fay no more, that it nlences the bitter Re- 
monftrances and dinging Reproaches of 
Conlcience , delivers us from Plagues and 
Fears, Confufion and Sorrow, from the 
tormenting Guilt , and the cruel Ufurpa*- 
tion and Outrages of our Lulls and Paffir 
ons , and gives us in Exchange the noble 
Pleafure ot the Viiftory over our felves, 
who are our worft Matters , the Joys of 
Innocence , the Triumphs of a good Con- 
fcience, and the Extafies of Heavenly 
Hopes, and dirtiEts us to the Regions of 
Blifs, to Jays unfpeakahle and everlafiing: 
. Then may it be that the good Difpofiti- 
ons, which we may call the Seeds of Vir- ' 
tue, which feemed before as it were choakM 
in fome with ill Habits, may be awakened, 
and revive ; and tliat others , who had 
Tome weak Inclinations to Religion , but 
had not (Irength enough to bear the Con- 
tempt that now too often , if not ppne- 
,rally attends the iincere Prai^ice of it, to 

E 3 go 
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go in an untrodden way , againft the Ty-' 
ranny ofCuftoih and Example, . will take 
couragfe : Then may we hope to fee Vir^ 
tue, that hath been fo |6ng flighted knd 
cpprefled, drawn out of its Obfcurity, de- 
• livered from ^hat Contempt which the Pre- 
Valency and Infoknce of Sin hath- dwg 
upon it , and imbittered it, be admifed, 
Embraced, and enthroned. So that thd 
Magift rates taking away Out cff publick 
View Examples of Prophanenefs and D^- 
bauchery^ by a ftridt Execution of the LatvSj . 
ieems as proper , if not as lieceflary a 
means for the keeping of Vice from the 
further fpreading its Contagion , and the 
retrieving of Virtue, as the preventing of 
thofe that have the Plague upon them 
from mixing with thofe that are not in- 
feifted , and jhutting of them up^ is necef-. 
firy to the (lopping the Raging of that 
Diflemper i and as it is not to be doubted, 
that whcr^ thofe that have the Plague vi^ 
fibly upon them, are allowed to converfe 
promifcuoufly with the Sound, even to 
walk publickly in the Streets , it muft be 
a certain fign that the Diftemper is Eph 
demical, that there is little hopes of put- 
{ ^ing a ftop to it j or that thofe whofe pro- 
per Bufinefs it is to fhut up, and take care 
of the Difeafed, are themfelves infeded 
^ith the Dillemper ; fo it muft in like 

^ ^ manner 
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manner be thought to be when there is 
no care taken ot the moral Difeafes of 3 * 
State, when publick Prophanenefs and Vice 
not only go unpunifhed by the Magidrate, 
but are triumphant. From hence there^ 
fore 'tis evident, that fuch Magiftrates as 
' diligently difcharge their OiBce, are not 
only inftrumental in doing good to par- 
ticular Perfons , but to the, Publick , and 
may be fo of a General Reformation, and do 
therein what we have ground to believe is 
highly acceptable to God ; for thus faith 
God by the Prophet, Tkem that honour we * ^^^* '» 
/ mil honour ; and they that defpife me Jhall ^°' 
he lightly efteemed. And accordingly we 
are told in the Holy Scriptures how ac- 
ceptable to God the Zeal of Pbinehas was, 
in Executing of Judgment upon Zimri and 
Cosli; Behold y I give unto him my Cove'- Numb. 25? 
nant of Feace^ and he jhall have it , and his **> '5* 
Seed after him, even the Covenant of an 
EverlaJUn^Prie/lh'ood ^ lecaufe he tods Zea* 
lorn for his God^ &c. And the Tfalmifl P^l. vA< 
tells us. That it was accounted to him for ^^' 
Righteoufnefs unto all Generations for ever^ 
more* 

But now fince His Majefty^s late Procla- 
mation , and the Addrefs of the Houfe of 
Commons to His Majefty, do not only 
give us too great reafon to fear , that all 
Magiflratfs Will not duly confider this as 

E .J they 
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they ought, but plainly tell our Magifirates^ 
That their tJegUgenee and Vnfaifjsfulnefs ifii 
their Office is the great Caufe of the De- 
hauchery and Prophanenefs of the Kingdom: 
Ic may not be indecent or improper in this 
place to (hew » in foijie Inflances , how 
Magiflrates may be liable to this Imputa-^ 
tion. And firft, fuch Magiflrates as can' 
tike fuch Solemn Oatl/Sy and accept of fuch 
Trufls , without any ferious Intention %o 
difcharge them, who, tho' they are not vi- 
cious themfelves, can obferve, without 
any concern, the Breaches of God's Laws j 
nay, in the courfe of ipany Years do not 
exercife their Authority, by any one (ingli;^ 
ad: , for the Puniihing and Suppreflfing of 
tjie horrid Indignities that are daringly and 
almoll in all Places offered to the Great 
, GOD of Heaven and Earth^ at the fame 
time that they are vei^y fenfible of, and 
dp highly refcnt any Affronts that are of- 
fered their Prince, and even their own 
Perfons : Or thqfe that are fo wonderfully 
. ^ntle and flexible, fo over- run with Pity, 
that they can difcharge Impious and De- 
bauched Wretches upon any common Pre- 
tences, their Cries x)r Complaints, or the 
fcandalous Interceflions of their powerful 
Advocates, tho' frequently brought before 
them, and often with great difficulty by 
faithful Officers, or 2ealo«s |nfor(iiejrs» A^ 
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the infliding of Punifliment on fach Of? 
fenders is what Magil^rates are ftridly 
obliged to , and is moreover what'^a juu 
Comp^ffion to Criminals and the* Commu- 
nity jdo loudly call for : Sp^ on the con- 
trary^ this Gentleneis to them^ which I 
have defcribed ^ is a great Injuftice , and 
may^ I think, be reckoned among thofe 
Mercies that iSi^/^w^ir' tells us , 
are cruel. * It muft at firft * SJcut eft mifericor^a 

-^^:Lr^ ^^^^» »*^ ^ui^lA^r, punicns, tea eft cnideUitas 

naming appear to tmnking p^rcens. ^ 

Men a fooliih and criminal 
Pity, a great Cruelty to the Offenders 
themfelves^ and the jCommunity. To the 
Offenders themfelves^ who by being fuffered 
to pafs unpunifhed in their wicked Cour- 
fes , generally go on , frequently grow ob- 
flinate in them, and often bring on them- 
felves, \yith the Permiiiion, or iby the 
judgment of God) far greater Sufferings 
in this World than the legal Punifliment 
of thein would have amounted to ; the 
Ruine of their Eftates, Families, Health, a 
fudden or a fcandalou^ Death by publick 
Juftice, and without Repentance, Everlaft^ 
ing Peftrudion in the World to come ; 
ail which the timely and wholefome Pu* 
«nifhment of them by the Magiftrate might 
have been t means of pre- 
venting. * But this Gentle- * ClementJorcs lege ia? 

pels is a Cruelty and great IiJ: *^ •* "^ ^p^^, ' 

juftice 
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jufticc to the Community ; for hereby fui- 
^ Ikk Jujlice is obftrufted and triumphed 

over, Magiflracyh defpUed, 

Lcgom arc .Magiftn- the f Govermnent it felf»is dif- 

, tuum contcmptum feqaun. pa^aged and weakned, Natio* 

tur populi feditiofo voces, T*; o^.. t • u ii V \.t 

& adverfus Prindpes ipfos ftal Gutlt^ \yhich caHs for Na- 
conjurationcs ac dcfeak> tional Punilhment , is con* 

already adually vicious, or 
that have vicious Inclinations , are encou- 
raged to continue or to engage in ill Cour- 
fes ,' which the Body of the People groan 
under the fad Ef!e<^s of, by the continual 
Sufferings of one kind or other that are 
by this means brought upon them : And 
thus other Mens Sins feem to be made, in 
fome fenfe, the Sins of Idagifirates , accords 
ing to that known Saying , That he that 
permits Offences td be committed, which 
be hath Power and Opportunity to pre- 
vent, doth in fome fort command them to 
be done j or in Scripture-phrafe , Magi* 
Urates hereby feem to be Partakers in others 
Sins. Out of a fenie whereof , a fornier 
iPrince of this Nation is reported to have 
faM, upon his hearing that a Perfon whom 
he had pardoned for one Murtber, againfl 
the exprefs Word of God , h|d committed** 
^n.9.6. another, that he him/elf Mart here J the fe-^ 
con J Perfon , fy Pardoning the Offemfer for 
bis firft Offence. Such Magifirates then as ' 

thefe 
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(hefe are plainly accefTory to the Debauche-^ 
ry of the Nation ; as , in the next place , 
thole mvft ' be thought to have been , if 
there ,hath been any fuch who have been 
fo far from ap[dying themfelves, as their* 
Qaths oblige them^ to the Execution of the 
Laws againfl Frophanenefs and FicCj that 
they have ufed their Skill and Diligence 
to difcourage and hinder thofe of their 
own Body in doing their Duty, who have 
had the Honefly and Zeal to difcharge it, 
by making it troublcfome and difficult to 
them , by muttering up , upon Occafion , 
ifallacious Arguments, even the common 
Excufes of Criminals ag^inft their Frofe* 
cution and Punifhment. As for Fnftance; 
If they fhculd haye urged againft the Pu? 
nifhing of Men ^r Swearing and Curjtng^ 
that \\s too fevere to make Men Exam- 
ples for Words , which , tho' they ihould 
not be ufed, may fall.from chem unawares, 
without an'iU Intention, and without In- 
jury , no Man being fuppofed to be the 
worfc for another Man's Prophanely wiih* 
ing him Damnation ; and if Men are ac- 
cuftoaied to fuch Language, or likewife to 
Drunk^nnefs or Le\Vdnefs, 'tis difficult to 
break Habits, efpecially of fuch Vices to 
which we have Temptations from our cor* 
rupt Nature ; and therefore to punifli Gen- 
tlemed for thefe Ofiences, feems to be iU 
'-''■■ ^ ' Breeding, 
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Breeding, as well as Severity , and to tend 
moreover to the deftroying of Converfa- 
tion, and to the making of Life an infipid 
thing ; and to e>cecute the Laws againfl: 
Vice and Prophanenefs upon Men pf an in** 
ferior Rank, is to difable them to pay 
Taxes 9 for the Support of the Govern- 
W ment, the Reftraining more efpecially of 

fome of them from frequenting of Ale- 
[ Houfis and Taverns on the LorJts^D^y^ and 

others of them from the Permitting of 
Tipling in, thofe Houfes, is the dired way 
^ to le(fen His Majefty^s Revenue arifing by 
Excife^ &c. If fach Arguments as thefe 
fliotild have been made ufe of by Magi- 
flrates in this, or in the former Reigns, 
tb obftru/fl: the Suppreffion of thefe Enor- 
mities , it will be readily confellkl by Men 
of any virtuous Principles , That fuch Men 
plainly fall under the Charge of being a great 
Caufe of the Debauchery of the Nation. But 
having been led befides my Intention to 
name thefe fallacious and fcandalous Ar*? 
guments , and particularly the laft and 
moft fprcious of them that concerns thQ 
Excife , I ask leave of my Reader , left we 
ihouid have any fuch Men among us as 
ihould be ^o over-run with Concern for 
the Supplies of the Government as to have 
little or no G>ncern for their Duty to their 
God, or R^ard to his Providence over* 

puling 
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ruling Kingdoms, and ihould not there- 
fore be fenfible of either the Impiety or 
Abfurdity of thefe Arguments, to put fuch 
in mind , That if the poorer fort of Men 
are allowed to fpend all , or a great part 
of their Money in Taverns and Ale-Houfes^ 
they will not be in a very good G)ndition 
to maintain their Families , or to pay 
Taxes , which' fuch Men are , upon this 
Occafion , I doubt , chiefly concerned a- 
bout ; or* that if Men of a Superior Rank 
have Money enough to maintain their Fa- 
milies, and difcharge their other Obliga- 
tions 9 and to fpare , * and they have no 
better Inclinations than to carry, it to thofe 
Houfes , they have time enough to fpend 
it in them on the other fix days of the 
Wejk, without doing it upon the Lonfs" 
Day^ to the NeglecS of their Duty to their 
Families, and the manifeft Danger of the 
Ruine of their own Souls ; or that, lailly, 
if a confiderable Number of fiich Houfes, 
many of which are Stews or Receptacles 
for High-way-Men , Coiners, and Pick- 
pockets, were fupprefled, as they ought 
to be by Law, we fhould therein ad: agree- 
ably to the common Reafon of Mankind, 
as well as to the Wifdom of our Ancefiors, 
who, from a fenfe of the great Mifchief 
that is done the Publick, by fufiering an 
unnecefTary Number of Puhlick Houfes ; 

" ■ ' the 
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the true and reafodable Dedgn and Ufe^ 
whereof are, as is obferved in the Pre* 
i 70C. Rig. amble of one of our Statutes > for the En^ 
^^. 9. iertainment of Travellers , and for the Con- 
venience of Day^Lahourers , and poorer Per^ 
fonsy and not for a Refuge for idle and vi« 
cious People , thought it neceflary to dif* 
courage the Encreafe, and to refiraio the 
exceflive Number of them* by the Laws 
itttin.7. made for this purpofe : tf this, I fay, was 
/Z* 6 Ed. ^^^ done, there would be enough^ left as 
& i^as. might be fufficient not only to anfwer the 
realonable Ufes of them , but to ruine, as 
'tis not, I think, td'be doubted they a^u- 
ally do, many more Families than are fup- 
ported by them ; and the Perfons that 
keep fuch diforderly Hotifes, as they might 
be much more honeftiy employed, fo more 
ufefully to the Publick, in fome other way 
of Living than in this Employment, which 
feems, above mod othem, defirudive to it 
From a Gonfideration whereof ^ we may 
fuppofe it was , that our late Gracious; 
Qiieen , in the Abfence of the King , did 
fignifie by the Right Honourable the Lord 
Chancellour of England^ to the Juftices of 
Middlefex^ whom his Lordihip ordered to 
wait on him upon this Occafion, (as by 
their printed Order made in pursuance of 
it may appear ) That it was Her Majefty^s 
Pleafare^ that they ihbuld ufe their utraoft 

Dili^^ 
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Diligence to prevent the Frequenting of 
Ale-Hcufes and Taverns on the LorJ's^Day^ 
as toeU out of time of Divine Service as in^ 
by putting the Law$ made againft TipHng ijac.c.g. 
in thofeHoufes in ftriA Execution, which '•'^^ ^4- 
they are fince put in jnind of by His Ma- i csr. cX 
jefty^s late Proclanrntion. But fuch Objei^i* 4 1^* ^- 5- 
ons as thefe have fo little appearance of 
common ienfe, and lefs of a good meaning 
in them , that they do not deferve a more 
particular Confutation; and as they ferve 
as well for the not Puniihing Perjury^ Bri* 
lery^ &c. fo they would & with much 
more Decency offered, and one would hope 
fooner to hear of them urged, under & Hea- 
then Government I than in a Proteflant 
Cbuntry, and efpecially tadder the Reign 
of a Prince that hath declared that he de^ 
fires his Government ihould be fupported 
hy the P^irtues ^ 4mJ not the Vices of his 
People. If therefore fuch Arguments as 
thefe ihould be ufed in this Reign , efpe- 
cially by Magifirates , What an Indignity 
would thereby be offered to the King, and 
to th% Nation l His Majefiy hath not 
furely gone through fo many Years Ba-* 
tigues, and expofed Mimfelf to fo many 
Perfonal Dangers by Land and Sea, and 
the Nation hath not loft fo much Blood , • 
and fpent fo many Millions for the fecu-* 
ring of our Liberties^, and the ohitaining a 

Peace 



r 



I 
\ 



4^4. Jh Account of the Societies 

Peace with oar Neighbours » that bad Men 
may have the Liberty to Blafpheme ' the 
God of Heaven, and by their crying Sins 
to provoke Hitn to dellroy us ; to fling 
Contempt upon Religion , and infult over 
our Laws, and to ruine us as well as them- 
felves , under the falfe and fcandalous Pre- 
tences that we fhall be, by their impunity, 
the better egabled to pay off the Debt that 
is upon the Nation ; that His Niajefty s Re- 
venue will be encreafed by the Encreafe 
of DrUnkennefs^ Prophanation of the Lonts^ 
Day\ &CC. If we fhould have any Magi- 
ftrates Who ihould thus wildly argue, to 
hinder the Profecution of fuch Offenders ; 
and if this Frenzy fhould thereby prevail. 
What an infatuated Nation muft we be 
thought to be ? But fuppofing that we are 
not in danger of Magiftrates^ efpecially in 
this Reign, that^ fhall thus abufe their Aii» 
thority to the vileft Purpofes, by making 
it a Covert for ading the bafeft things , 
what fhall we think, in the next place, of 
fuch Magiftrates^ if we fhould have any of 
them, who, when their Cmimijfton telis them 
that they arc to keep the Lam, as well as 
caufe them to he kept, fhould frequently and 
openly break them, by whofe bad Exam* 
* pies Multitudes may be led into vicious 
Courfes , or confirmed in them, and by ic 
and their Uqfaithfulnefs in their Office, 

(which 
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if which. I take to be generally a>Coofen 
quence of the other) a Nation may be 
drawn into Ruine, inftead of being re- 
formed by them ? May not fach Magiflrates 
be juftly aharged with being^^a great Caufe 
of the Debatichery of the Natioh ? And 
what a load of Guilt, mud thereby lie upori 
them ? Unhappy Men , that whea they 
have fo many Sin$ bf their own/ they Will 
by this means contracf^ fo terrible an Addi^ 
tion to them. Hiftory may, I thinks tell 
therti of more than one Z/ftfaithfid Magi-^, 
ft rate who haVe^ been flea'd , arid . whof4 
Skins have^ferv'd to cover the Bench or 
Place where they fate : Bfift what is this 
Punifhment to that t*^hich an Vnfaithfnl 
fiiagid'rate hath reifon to fear in the next 
World, tho* he meets with none in this? 
Suppofing then from His Majefty's Frpila-.^ 
mation , arid the Addrefi of the late Houie 
of Commonsi, that there may have been^ 
within our IVfembry, fbme foch Magiftrflte^ 
as thefe^ does it fiot. behove fuchMen f^ee* 
dily to lay to, heart the dreadfpl Sin of _ 
their having been Prpmoters ,of the De- 
vil's Kingdom^ and of publick Ruine? And 
I need not furely tcU them , that Ms ^ not 
enough fot them to be ienfible of their 
Guilt atjd Danger , to be, forry for thfe 
great Mifchief they have done their Coun- 
try,' without heartily endeavouring, as they 

t ha'Vtf 
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have opportunity, to retrieve *it by thcii' fu^ 
ture Diligence and contrary Behaviour. IThe 
Nature of diftributive Jufticci, which theif 
O/fice acquaints them with, rtqilires a Man 
to repair the Injuries he ha$ done to any. 
This is fd ftated a Rule among Divines , 
in the various Icinds of known and wil^ 
ful Injuries we may do to the Souls and 
Bodies, £ftates and Reputation of our 
Neighbours ; and is fo generally acknow^ 
ledgedy that I (hall not labour to prove it. 
If then 'tis allowM , that all forts of wil- 
ful Injuries that we do ^ur Neighbours ^ 
without Repentance for them, eicpofe us to 
the Juftice of Qod ; and that our Repen^ 
tknce is dot in ordinary Cafes reckoned 
found and compleat, unlefs we endeavour, 
when it is in our power, to repair the In- 
juries we have done; Can fuch Men be 
imagined fo blindly partial to themfelves^ 
as not to think, when they have pub^ 
lickly difbonoured God , have drawn , l^y 
their wicked Examples, Numbers of Med 
into Sin, or confirmed 'em in it, have 
<h9ide ufe of their Authority to patronize 
Vice , -( and perhaps to difcredit and op- 
pofe juft Endeavours of Reformation ) in 
Contempt of their Oaths and Trufts ; and 
have thereby done fo much Injury to a 
Kingdom, thiat they are not obliged, for 
the removing the k)ad of Guilt that is 

upod 



t 
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iipon then!, the obtaining Forgivenefs from 
GoU^ a well-grounded Peace in their owa 
Minds , and Efteem from Men , fmcerely 
to endeavour to repair the .Injuries they 
have done Religion y their Neighbours \ or 
their Country ^ by their future Care and di- 
ligence i And till they do give the V^orid 
fome proof of this, they will riot take it 
iLmifs if we do hot think, that their late 
Reprefentatives in Parliatpent have put 
them uiider too heavy a Charge ; and if 
we fay that this is fo verj Great i that 
tho' we are fure that the Chriftian Reli^ 
^ion is the beft Religion in the World ^ 
^'et it fo nluch condenins fiich PradiceSj 
that fiich as are guilty of them are A dif* 
honour to .their Profeflioh ; that w6 rcc- 
kod honed Heathens are not the worft fort 
t>f Men ; or rather, that there are few, if 
any, worfe than corrupt and unfaithful 
Kiagidrates. And therefore^ oiethinks, tho' 
fuch Magiflrates wfere deaf to all Counlelj . 
Were fo given over to i Spirit of Slumber, 
that no Motives that have been o^ered 
fthem from Religion will make any fuch 
impreflion upon them, as to awaken theos 
to a ferife of their Sin arid Danger, if they 
have yet any thing of the Modefty of 
Men remdining , Shanie might oblige therii 
to a better Bl^haviour ; that they filould 
not b6 able to look t Man in the Face 

F « that 
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that hath 4 Love to God and his Coun* 
try ; but more cfpecially^ that they fliould 
be in the greateil: ConfuHon to hear in 
our Churches , if they fhould come ihere^ 
the Ring's Proclamation Four times in the 
'Srear , charging them with being the 
great Caufe of the Increafe of Prophane^ 
nefs and Vice in the Nation- It hath 
been generally thought an Indication of a 
good and generous Mind to defire an ho- 
ned Reputation among Men ; and» on the 
contrary, a fign of a bafe Soul wholly to 
defpife it ; on which Confideration Solon 
mig^t well prefume in the Laws he gave 
thp Athenians^ That he that hath no Value 
for his Reputation , voiB have little or no 
Regard to the pullick Inter efl : For how 
can it be reafonably imagined, that he 
ifaould have a tender fenfe of the Ho- 
nour or intereft of his Country , wha 
hath no fenfe of his own Honour and 
greateft Intereft, but that he will fScri- 
fice them upoA Occafion ? Indeed , he 
that hath neither regard to Confcience, 
nor fenfe of Shame, feems nit only in 
great danger of not being reduced to 
Virtue by any common Methods, but 
to be loft to almoil all good Purpofes,- 
to be unfit for common Intercourfes 
with Mert , but much more unfit to be 
honoured and efitrufted with the Care 

of 




1 qua» 
RempubUcaai ejui^ue 
felicitatem confervant, 
quia utilius, quid pra- 
ftintip quam vifos ad 
Magillratus gerendos 
el'gere , fumma pru- 
dentia & virtute. prae- 
ditos ? quique ad ho- 
nores Qbtinendos non 
ambirione , non Jargi- 
tioriibus, fed virtute & 
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* • . 

©f the Execution and Maintenance of 
the Laws , wherein the .Religion , "^ the 

Honour and Trofperitj of thi * * . . 

-. . . r I- iV J ^"^^^ omnia 

NatiOM IS 10 highly concerned : 
And therefore I fubmit it to 
the Judgment of thofe who are 
more efpecially concerned to 
confider of thefe important Mat* 
ters, whether it is not highly 
to be wifhed, that efftdual Care 
may be taken for the prevent- _ 

ing the fatal Confequences of ^ mode¥ia fibrparcnt adi- 
fuch Mens obtaining, in any ^""*- 
future Reign , Commiffions of this kind;, 
particularly by difabling any to hold them 
^fter they are convi<9:ed a certain number 
of times of the Violations of the Laws 
which they are entrufkd to execute. For 
ijf we enquire into the Reafons of the Hap- 
pinefs of raoft, if not all of thofe Nati- 
ons, who have arrived at the greateft 
pitch of Glory and Profperity^ we fhall, 
I believe, have a general Confent, That the 
Pillgence and Faithfulnefs of ' ,;- xj'«^-.AXir 
Magiftrates havtf been one of 
the greateft Caufes of it, un- 
queftionably Jfar more inftru- 
mental therein than good + 
Laws, which, we know, are but 
JeaJ Letters without the Ma- 
giftrates Execution of thera. 



gHlratum legem efle lo. 
quemem, legem autem 
fiiutum eile Magiftra-- 
tum. Magiftratibus igip 
tur opus eft^ fine quo^ 
rum ptudentia & dillL 
gentia civicas non po^ 
teft f^Ate, C'te^ de Leg^ 

And 



7b 



An Account of the Societies 



j^4«y i^ 7* AexmA 

wftirfiiy^pltH Jin^. Pla- 
to de-Lcgibus^ Lib. 
12. fol 5?5i. 

^ AvS'fSv 1^ miff^f n 

€},. lb. t ^59.*^ • ^ 

^ -f- Cum leges omnes 
Veroptlmas abfgue pro* 
|>atifllmis Magffiratibas 
^ortuf fint^ Magif^ra* 
COS aotem optimi vd 
abfqud legibus fcripris 
ip(i fqnt' diva; leges>9 



* And therefore Tlato^ in his 
Common* Wealth, appointed that 



the Confervators *of the Laws , 
whofe chief Care was to pro* 
rtibte Virtue i ihould be' fucli 
Men as were Eminent for Virtue, 
and \ more apply 'cf himfelf td 
the Forming o£ Magiftrates than 
Law^t ' And accordingly 'twas 
wifely obferved by Cicero^ Thai 
if Magijiratfi keef the Laws 
themfelve's , they ha4 little more 
to mfb for. And by the Fa- 
mous Athenian hzw^gwer J That 
Magijirates ought t^ Obey the 
Laws I as well as thi Peopfe the 
Magiftratesi ^that a Government 

ff^ay ke l^ing. Indeed we cannot 

^^t^^put(i^non^m • eafily coHceive how any Nation 
iondendis Lgibus, ftd ^ ^ i^^g happV Without good 

formandis Magiftrati* ;-** .^ » W^ , ,^ „,:..u 

btisomnidiligcii^aeia, Magift rates : So that tts With 
Iprayit. great Reafofl that our Church 

diredis us to pray. That a// that are 
put in Authority may truly itnel inJiffe^ 
rently minifier jMfiice\ h'' the Puni/hmeni 
.ff Wicke^nefs and Yke , and to the Mainte^ 
nance- of^Go/s true Religim and Virtue i 
and that we eftcem thole that thus dis- 
charge their Duty as great Bleffings td 
their Country,^ and may praife -God for' 
. ^ Ihem ; and, on the contrary, that we think 
that thofe ^nhappy Men , who under the 
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Obligations of Oaths and Trufts have neg* 
Ic(Jled or bppofcd the Execution of thg 
Laws for the Puiiifhment of Wickedneft 
and V'ice, and Maintenance of Religion, 
do defervedly lie under the dreadful Im- 
putation of having been a great Caufe of 
the Propbanenefs and Debauchery of the Nih 
thn^ and the fatal Enemies of ir, fince we 
may look on that Nation, whether it be 
our own, or any other, to be in a very 
Iangui(hing Condition, and in manifeil 
danger of Ruine, where the Migiftrates, 
and the Generality of Men of greater Ranks, 
who have, by their being placed in higher • 
Stations, as Stars in higher Orbs, fo ma- 
ny Advantages to conduct the lower Ranks 
of M:in by the (hining Examples of virtue 
Qus Lives, to fupport the Reputation and 
Intereft of Virtue , do , by the Abufe of 
their Authority, or by their -vicious Beha^ 
viour^ fgatter a peftilential bifedlion where- 
ever they come, bafely make ufe of the 
Advantages they have above others to the 
Diihor^ur of God , by whofe Permiffion 
they enjoy them ; * inftead of being Patrons ^ 
pf Religion, help to debauch thofe about *NaM B. 
them, and rume their 0)iintry. re, fi vdia 

zeplicate 
fnemoriam tempotam, qoaldcimque fiimmi Giiriratis fiierinc, talem 
Giriratem foific. Idqoe baud pau]6 eft^ verius quam quod Platoni 
ooftroplacety qui Muficomoi^ cantibus ah mntatisy mqtaxi Civicatun 
$anis, ego autem Nobilium Tita, yiftuqui^ iQtttaCayvingf^ n^Cu^ 
Curicacum piitOy QV. At Ug. f. 'i\ij ' . 

F 4 Inftmr. . 
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Inferior Officers are like wife obliged by 
their Oaths ^ as weH as by the Defign of 
fcheir Offices , to be diligent in bringing 
' Offenders to Punifhment ; arid therefore 
they are highly criminal if they iaire negh 
ligent therein. The Conftable s Oath telis 
him, ' That he is to ufe his Endeavour thai 
Night-walkers he app^rehended. To fee that 
the Statutes made for ftmifl^ing Vagabonds^ 
and fuch idle Ferfons , coming tvithin hii^ 
Bounds 4nd Limits y he duly put in Exe» 
cut ion. To have a watchful Eye tofuih Fer* 
fins as fhaS maintain or keep any Common, 
iffoufe or Place where any unlawful Game 
is or fhall he ufed; as alfo^ to fuch as fhall, 
frequent or ufe fuch Places^ or fhall ufe or 
exercife dny unlawful Games there or tlfe^^ 
ix>here^ contrary to the Statutes. Ta pre- 
fent at the-Affizes^ Seffions of the Peace,^ 
or Leet^ all and every the Offences doni 
contrary to the 'Statutes made to refirain 
the imrdinate haunting and tipling in Inns^ 
Ale-houfes , and other Fitiualling'houfeS , 
and for Reprefjhg of Drunkennefs ; and 
that he' is well and duly ^according to his 
Knowledge , Power , and Ahilify , to do and^ 
execute all other things heionging to a Conr 
ffahles Office. •"' . . 

i' \%oevcr therefore they be that underr 
^ke this fOflice , and wink at Offenders/ 
or do not* end??ivour to bring them to 
^^- >' '- ^ i / r l^ .' -^ Punifth- 
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Puniihment , wovld do well ta confider 
how they can be acquitted from Perjury; 
but how much clearer is their Fault, if 
they negled: or refufe to ferve thofe tVar* 
rants which are brought to them againfl: > 

Swearers^ Drunkards^ Lewd PerfonsznA 
Trofhmers of the Loris^-Daji or to levy 
the feveral Forfeitures for thofe Offences ? 
as too many Conftalles\ Headhoroughs ^ 
Overfeers and Churchwardens have done, 
which the Commiflion of a Juftice of the/^^* ^'^ 
Peace tells him he is to inquire after. ^' ^' 
Their Guilt is of the fame Nature with ^ 
that of thofe Juftices^ who difcourage Infor- 
mations, and refufe to fign Warrants ag^init 
fuch Offenders, whereby, befides all other 
Aggravations of their Sin before-mention'd, 
they hinder the Poor of that Relief which thjB 
Law gives them out of the Penalties upon 
thofe Statutes, which in fome Cafes may 
happen to be the depriving 
them of their Lives, * and .* PaiiiisPaupetumrft 

ought to be a dreadful Coofi- rSTS'fA^- 
deration to ihofe that have the nis. > 
Guilt of •>it upon them ; the 
Poor having as good and undoubted a 
Right to thefe Forfeitures, veiled in theni 
by Law, as any Man hath to his own Effate. 
I have faid fo much of the Confiaile^s Duty ^ 
that there is the lefs need of my addiiig 
inuch of the ChurchWarden^s , &idefmn\ 
"---•■ ^ •• and 
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and otlMT Ii$ferior O0cms Obligations in 
this rtfytGt, which fail in with thtt of 
the C(mfi alleys • 

The Church • War dei^s and Sidefmens 
Oath does not. run in the fame terms in 
all Diocefles, though their Office is, I Tup-^ 
poie, much the fame ip mod, if aot all 
The Tenor of the Church '^Wardens and 
Sidefmens Oath in the Diocefs of London^ 
is as follows: 

Teu fhall Swesr truly and faithfully to ex* 
ecute the Office of a Church - Warden 
within your Farijh^ and according to the 
heft of your Skill and Knowledge preftnt 
fuch Things and Perfons as you knom 
to he prefentahle hy the Laws Ecclefiafli^^ 
cal of the Realm. , , 

And one of the Articles of Enquiry exhi- 
bited to the Minifiers^ Church-Wardens ^^ 
and Sidefmen of every Pafifli, runs thus: 
Jre any of your Parifh sknown or fufpeSted to, 
he guilty of Inceft, Adultery,* Fornication^ 
or any other Enormous Crimes ^ Do uny Prom 
pbane the LordVDay, or any other great Holy* 
day^ or the Name of GOD? Aod if the 
Church-Wardens and Side/men negleifi to 
Prcfent, the Minifters zxt told, That they 
muy^ and ought to prefent^ as they have tbe 
kigbefl Ohligations to^fupprefs Iniquity. 

- ^ From. 
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From hence 'tis plain, That the Pdwer 
of Inferior Officers, as well as that of 
Magiflrates , is great , and would have a 
very remarkable Effed for the Supprefling 
of publick Diforders if it was generally ufed, 
and might ( with God's Bleffing) go very 
far towards a National Reformation, with 
the Afliftance of the Magiftrate , if private 
Perfons would but do as, I conceive, becomes 
them, in giving Informations againft Sweats 
ersy Drunkards^ Lewd Perfons;^ and Propha^ 
nets of the ^ord^s-Day^ to the Magiflrate, 
which fball be my next Bafinefs to recom-* 
mend to the Confidetition of all that have 
a Love to God, their Neighbour, or their 
P)untry« 

' It hath been proved, That the 1Execn«p , 
tion of Good Laws is requifite, in our pre« 
ient Circumflances , for the SupprejfTing of 
Tice, aru] the Efieding a, Reformation of 
Manners; but Magiftratesxrannot put the 
Laws in Ixecutjon againft Of&nders 
without they hav6 the Knowledge of the 
Qffences: And they cannot be prefent at 
all Places to obfcrve them, tho' they have 
either fuch a Senfe of thei.r Duty, or fo 
pious a Concern to do all th^ good they 
can in their 0|Slce, as frequently to take 
their Walks, tb obferve Diforders, as di* 
Vers of the worthy Maglftrates have here 
dooe^ in the feveral Quarters of the Coon** 



A 






y6 An Account of the Societies 

ty in which they live, and in embracing all 
Opportunities of ufing their Authority fop 
the Supprefling them : And thofe Ouences 
that are deeds of Darknefs^ it may bp 
hoped, for the Honour of our Magistrates, 
are not flow generally and knowingly 
committed before them. One would thinif 
that the Pjrefence of a Magiftrate Ihould 
have fuchan Awe upon ill Men, that they 
fliould not dare tQ tranfgrefs before him: 
That he fl)oi|ld refent it as a high Affront 
to him, if a Perfon of the higheft Rank 
ihould difcover fo bafe an Opinion of him, as 
to esped: that he fhould be content to breal^ 
his Oath, to fuffer him, upon the Account 
of his Qgality, to go unpunifliedfor any 
Offence of this kind committed before 
hini. It is certainly much fo where Ma--*, 
giftrates have a juft Senfe of Honour, or 
are as Zealous and Faithful in the Difr 
charge of their OiBce as they ought. 
But the lefs this rnay reafonably be hoped 
from all Magiftrates at this day ; ^here 
appears, I am fure, the imore reafon, or^ 
rather nfeceffity, for private Perfons apply- 
ing themfelves to this Bufinefs of giving 
Informations to them of our reigning Sins, 
without which, it is not reafonably to b&' 
expected that Offenders will be generally 
brought to Punifhment, efpecially in Cities 
aod Corporations, where it may be pre- 
^ ' fumed 
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fumed , without Uncharitablenefs , that 
many ^xt daily either publickly or pri- 
vately breaking the Laws againft Prophane- 
ricfs and Immorality. 

Thtis then our giving of . Informations of 
thefe Offences to the Magiftrate fe'ems 
abfolutely neceflary in our prefent Circum- 
ftances^ as we heartily defire or exped the 
Suppreffion of Prophanenefs and Vice by 
Humane Laws. And I defire thofe who 
would be informed whether there is any 
Diredion or Example for this Pradice from 
the Word of God, to confider the follow- 
ing Texts of Scripture : If there he found Deut 17- 
. among you within any of thy Gates which the *• 

Lord thy God givetb tbee^ Man^ or Woifnan^ 
that hath wrou^t IVickednefi in the fight of 
the Lord fhy God y in tranfgrejjing his Co-^ 
venanty And he hath gone and ferved other ver. 3. 
Gods y and worfhipped them^ And it he told Vcr. 4. 
thee^ and thou haji heard of ity and enquired 
diligently y and behold it he true^ and the 
thing certain^ that fuch Ahomination is ' 
wrought in Ifrael: Then (halt thou bring Vcr. 5. 
forth that Many or that Wotnany {which hath 
comniitted that Wicked thing^ unto thy 
Gates, even that Man or that iVomany and 
jhalt fione them with Stones till they die. 
And the Ifraeliiifh Woman s Son Blafphemed I^. ^4- 
the Name of the Lordy and Curfi^y and 
they hrougjjt him unto Mofes. And the Vcr. 13. 

Lord 
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V«t. 14. tor J fpakt unf Mofes^ fayi^, Bring fortk 
him that hath Curfgd without the Campy 
ami let aB that hear J him lay their Hands 
upon his f/eaJ; and let all the Congrega^^ 

ftin f . I. tion flene him. Now when thefe things were 
Jone^ the Princes came to me^ faying^ The 
People of tfrael, and the Priefts and the 
LeviteSf have not fepa^'ated them/elves front 
the People of the Lands^ doing according to 

Matt. It. their Aionlinations^ &c. Ana if he negle^ 
V* to hear them^ tell it to the Church. Nay, 
they would do well to confider in how 
many Inftances, under the ^ewifb Difpen- 
ration, thofe who faw^ or were acquainted 
with fuch Offences, were pofitively com- 
manded to be Witnefles or Informers a* 
gainft the Perfons who committed them, 
tho' they were their neareft Relations s 

Diuk 13. Thus, If thy Brother^ the Son of thy Mo^ 

*, thery or thy Son^ or thy Daughter ^ or the 

Wife of thy Bofom , or thy Friend which is 

as thine om Soul^ entice thee fee ret If ^ fay* 

V«t. s. i^^ Jjet ui go and ferve other Gods. Thou 
(halt not confent unto him , nor hearken unto 
him^ neither (ball thine Eye pity him , net* 
ther (halt thou fpare^ neither Jhalt thpU 

Vtr. 9, conceal him. Bdt thou jhalt furely kill him | 
thine Hand /hall be firfi upon him to put 
him to Death , and afterwards the Hatui of 

V«. II. all the People. And all Ifrael (hall hear. 
and fear , and fhall do no more any fuch 

Wiektd^ 
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tVickednefs as this is amctig ywi Now tho* 
this Method of giving InToroiatioos to the 
Magiflrate againft prophane and vicious 
Perfons may appear to unthinking People 
to carry Severity in it 1 I fbali endeavour 
to (hew that it may be lookt on as a 
comprehenfive Branch of Charity , and ^ 
Religious Q&ct^ M^hen \is performed, as 
other good Ads ihould Be, with pure In- . 
tentioQS, upon proper Occafioof, and in t 
Chriftian Temper. 

It is, in the firft place, a great Kifldneft 
to the foor ; the Money that is raifed 1^ 
Convidions upon thefe Statutes againft 
Proph^ene(s and Vice being by . Law 
^iven to them, whereby they have in 
'a<3 had, for fev^ral Years pafi^ in LonJon 
and Weftminller^ a confiderable Supply, ia 
the times of their great Diftrefts and 
the Burthen of the Provifion for them, 
that hath lain fo heavy on Parilhes, hath * 
been eafed : So that* this Oifice, if there 
Was no other Reafon for it, one would think 
fhould be agreeable to Men of Charity^ 
to thofe efpecially whofe Circillhflancey 
will not permit them to give fuch A(fi- 
fiance to the Pcx)r as they could other wife 
wiih ; the Good of our poor Neighbour be- 
ing hereby promoted by the fame A6t that 
prevents God^s Difhonour. But the giving of 
Idformations againft Ofienders will, I con* 

ceive. 
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ceive ^ be foand ^ upon an impartial Eh« 
quiry, to be a real AS of Charity^ even 
towards the Perfons oflending, and to the 
Publick, as well as to thofe who are 
relieved by the Penalties levied upoif 
them. ' 

'Tis univerfally acknowledged , that we 

are not only to apply our Mvts to the 

working out oui^ own. Salvation, but that 

we are to be concerned for the/ Salvation 

of o(ie anothers Souls , and to endeavouif 

to further it^ according to our Advantages 

and Opportunities ; and that this Care is 

an Expreflion of great Charity to our 

Neighbour, and highly acceptable to Al- 

Jamj.ao. mighty God. For we are told,. That hi 

which converteth a Sinner from the Errour of. 

his waj^ fhaBfave a Soul from Deaths anJjhall 

hide a multitude of Sins 5 and that they that 

ban. 1 3.3. turn many fo Righteoufnefs fhall jhiiie ds the 

*jzm.sA6. Stars for ever and ever. * Prayer, Exhortati- 

J^J° *•'• on, Admonition, Reproof, and good Example, 

Udm.^iV. ^^^ ^ proper means for this end, and are 

14- plainly inculcated in the Word of God j but 

* '^'^3' when there is but little or no hope of our 

iphj.f I. Neighbour's Amendment by the ufe of fuch 

Hat.s.i^. means, as I conceive there often is> where 

the Offender is fo impudent and hardned, 

that he defpifes Counl^l and Reproof, or 

they make no fort of good Impfeflion up- 

txx him^ but he rather takes an Occaf-' 

n©rf 
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fion to commit the more Sin, by fallitig into 
PaHion, or dtlier Unchriftian ^regularities, 
and he bid$ defiance to all other means, as he 
too often does, when he is (o far from being a- 
fhamed of his Wickednefs, that he values him- 
felf upon it, and makes a Mod at Sin^ as S0-?tQfAi^.^\ 
iomm tells us Fools do, that he calls upon, 
his Maker to damn him, or Be othefwife 
glories in his Sham^ : And our Saviour's bl- 
redion takes |>lace; of not cafiing oj Pearls Mxttj.ii 
htfote Swine : And we have, laftly, little or 
no reafon to t%\>t6t any help or redrefs iri 
this cafe from the Ecclefiaftical Power, by 
telling his Offences to the thurth : Is it not 
an Ad: of Charity to try what the bring- 
ing the Oflendet to i legal ^Corr6dl:i6n will 
do towards the recovering the poor Cap^ 
tive out of the Snare o£ the Devil, and Wing- 
ing hijfn td ii right mind ? And does not the 
tiegledf: of doing this, the fufTering him to go 
on in his wicked Courfes, to the fnanifefl dan- 
ger of the ruin of his Temporal and Eternal 
IntereiV, rather than the bringing him to whbl- 
fome Puniihmeot, feem rather an Argument 
6f foolilh Pity, than of Love ; of a cruel andf 
treacherous Fondnefs, than real Kindnefs ? We 
do not think it an exprefGon of Kindnefs t6' 
our dearefl Relations, that are lying under 
dangerous Diftempers, to chuffe leather fo fee 
them quietly die, than to ufe Med iciri^^ that 
will give them more Pain and Difturbahce/ 
bttt are proper for the Recovering theok' Atid 
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it is not the lefs Kindnefs to them becaufe in 
their defperate and delirous Fits they have not 
aSence of the Good we intend them by it, but 
refufe the Remedy, add perhaps fly in the Face 
of the Phyfician ; nay, when Incifions are ne- 
cef&ry, when a Member is to be cut off to 
prevent a Gangreen, we tie them down^ and ' 
their Cries and Reproaches of hardihip and ill 
ufage, though they are in their Senfes, do not 
hinder the Operation. And have we not fo 
much Compailion for thofe miferable Crea- 
tures who have little or no true Compaffion 
for themfelves, that lie under the Lethargy of 
Sin, whereby their Souls are in fo great and 
evidentdangerofbeingfor ever loft, to endea- 
vour, by the M^iftrates Punifhment of them, 
to fcarifie and awaken them out of their dead* 
ly Sleep, to a Senfe of their dangerous Condi-r 
tipn? andtheConfiderationofit, which may 
have its beginning in the Fear of the Law, that 
they are. driven to by the Shame and Punilh- 
ment thatis thereby brought upon them, may 
be a means of working the happiefl Efleds, 
may end in their heartily embracing wholfome 
Counfels. And will not they then think, that 
they that brought them to legal Corredion 
did them a ICindnefs, how gpevous foever it 
was to them when it was upon them; and that 
it was happy for them that they met with that 
Puniihment that led them tp Wifdom? and 
when this Method for the good of our Neigh- 
bour's Soul fails, we may, as after the ufe of 

other 
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other proper means for the Cure of his Body, 
though without ESk€tj realbnably give our 
felves fome fatisfadtion upon this Confiderati- 
on alone: Cut, in the next place, this Pra- 
dlice is however a high Service to the Com- 
munity } for Religion being every Man's great 
Int^reft, every one's Work or Duty, *the*^^*gi^ 

Community, according to the Senfe of the ^"^ad a- 
Civil Law, is injured by the Contempt that is mnium 
flung upon it, by the open Affronts and Vio- ^Sxu 
lations of it, which ev^ry Man, as in a com- 
mon Caufe, is therefore concerned to prevent. 
Now the Exemplary Puniftiment of open Of- 
fenders is the proper way (as Reafon and Ex- 
perience may convince us) to reprefs publick 
Vice and Prophanenefs, tokedp the Generali- 
ty from it, and to prevent God s Difhonour; 
It is, I conceive, one way moreover to keep us 
from being Partakers in other Mens Sins^ and 
to take away National Guilt ; for a Nation 
may then be fuppofed tocontrad publick Guile 
When Wickednefs is publick and infolent, when 
the Supreme or Subordinate Magiflrates and 
Miriifters do, by their own ill Examples,- and 
by their not; Exercifing their Power or Autho- 
rity, countenance and confirm Men in it, and 
the Body of the People have no concern for the 
SuppreiJ^ng of it ; But a Nation is not thought 
to draw upon it that publick Guilt which calls 
for National Punilhment by the private Sins 
of particular Perfons, which could not be pre* 
vented by cither the Magiflrates, Miniftefs% 

G * ^ c«t 
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or the Peoples Care and Endeavours ; much 

of which feem to be intimated to us, as from 

other Texts of Scripture, fo particularly from 

Dcnti?.?. thefe following ; The hands of the Witneffes JhaU 

he fir ^ upon him to put him to Deaths and after" 

ward the hands of all the Veople, So thou 

(halt put the Evil away from among you. And 

Vcr. 1 3 . all the People [hall hear and fear^ and do 

Dear, ft I. no more prefumptuoujly. Then /hall his Fa* 

'^' ^ ther and his Mother lay hold on him^ and iring 

him unto the Elders of his City^ and unto the 
Vcr. 2o. Q^^^ ^y ^^j pi^^^ ^j ^^^y p^^ii j^^y ^^^^ ^^^ 

Elders of his City^ This our Son is fiulhorn and 
rehelliouSj he will not ohef our f^oice ; he is a 
Vcr. a I. Glutton and a Drunkard. And all the Men of 
his Cityfhallfione him with Stones that he die t 
So /halt thou put Evil away from amongyoUj and 
all Ifrael/hall hear and /ear. Where we may 
obfervc, that for the fupprefling of "Sin, and 
the preventing of publick Guilt, even Parents 
were commanded to bring their own Chil- 
dren to be punifl-ied with Death, if after they 
were correded by them for. Gluttony and 
Diunkennefs, ^c. they were not amended by 
it. . 

If then the Punlfliment of Offenders, by the 
Execution of the Laws againfl: Debauchery and 
Prophancnefs, is neceflary to the Suppre/Ting 
of Vice, and thofe Laws will not be generally 
Executed, unlefs Perfons acquaint MagiHrates 
^with tlie Breaches of them ; if thofe th?t do 
fo exercife Charity to the Souls of the Ofien- 

ders, 
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ders, take a proper courfe thereby to avoid a 
Participation in their Gdilt, to mslke a Provi« 
(ion for the Wants of the Poor, to promote a 
general Reformation of Manners, to remove 
National Guiltt and prevent God's Judgments 
falling upon the Body of a People, can any 
wife and good Men, that duly confider thefe 
things, conclude, that they that zealoufly, 
and upon proper occafions, give informations 
to the Magiftrates of the crying Enormities of 
this Kingdom, do that which is not agreeable 
to their Profeilion, as becomes Chriilians, or as 
good Members of the Community ? nay, that 
confidering our prefent circumllances,that there 
isfo little probability that a general Reformati- 
on of Manners will be carried on without it, 
whether they are not almofl:, if not altogether as 
Heceflary for this purpofe as our Statute-Bbok, 
I was like to have (aid, as even ourMagiftra- 
cy? And then, laftly, can any wife and un- 
prejudiced Men think, that fuch fcrviceable 
Perfons as thefe, that often expofe themfelves 
to Inconveniencies in difcharging this Office 
for Confcience-lake, which may be perhaps 
the mod difficult and invidious, and therefore 
a highly honourable part in this arduous work 
of Reformation, do not defer ve great refped):, 
and good words at lead frohi thofe, who, tho' 
they have juH: thoughts of the Reafonablenefs 
and NeceHTity of it, have not Zeal enough thcrp- 
felves to difcbargeit? and the good words 
lihat are given them, and the re^d: that is 

Q 3 paid 
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paid them upon this account, may, in rtiarjy 
cafes, be a means of furthering this work,whicI| 
are fuch cheap an4 fafe things, that, 'tis to b^ 
hope J, they will not be thought too much tp 
be afforded by the mofl faint-hearted Chrifti- 
an that is willing to contribute any Endeavours 
towards it • which, it may beexpeded, thofe 
that deferve the Name of Chriftians will. For 
though thofe brave Men are thus willing tp 
expole themfelvcs, often to reproach a nd harcj- 
ihips from bsid^Men, for fijch noble: purpofes, 
it will, i think, riotwithftanding, confidering 
the inBrmities of Humane nature, and the wic- 
kednefs of this Nation, be our Prudence and 
Religion to endeavour) by all proper met hods, 
to prevent j;heir teing put tqo much upon the 
tryal of Sufferings from profligate Men, which, 
'tis felf-evident, our particular countenance of 
them^ and fpeiking well of their Adtions upon 
alj due occafions will eff'edually do. Our 
Laws fuppofe fuch Men thus highly uftfull, as 
clear reafon tells us they are, for the promo- 
tion of Virtue, and indeed for the prefer vati- 
on of any Government. Her late Majefty of 
r Glorious Memory, in purfuarice of Her great 

/ Defign of Reforming the IJation^ did therefore 
in Her Gracious Letter to the Ju dices of Mid^ 
dlefeXy Command them to give Encouragement 
to thofe ferfons that (bpuldhring them Informa'^ 
tionsofthefe Offences; and the Jufticcs of iWidP- 
dkfexy the Magiftrates ofjjmdony and of di- 
Vers other Gties pf the Kingdom, from afenfe 
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of the great Service that is done the Publick 
by^fiicbferlbns giving Informations, or rather^ 
as may be fuppoled, from theabfoluteneceflity 
of it, do in their Printed Orders invite thofe, 
that are Well-wifliers to their Country, to 
bring them Informations of the Breaches of the 
Laws againft Prophanenefi and Immorality ^ and 
tell them 'tis their Duty to do it, and pro* 
mife to give them Encouragement. And now, 
laftly, His Majefty by His Proclamation does 
command all Judges^ Mayors^ Sheriffs^ J^fii^^ 
ces of tbt Peace ^ and aU other Officers and Mini" 
fters^ loth EccUJiaflical and Civile and ^0 his 
Subje^s^ whom it way concern^ to he very^ (3i%U 
\miand S^ttiCt /If /i&(? DffCO&ecp, andtbetSe^ 

(tttal p;of^cutton and ^miffymttit of all per- 

Jons who fbaO le guilty of Epcceffive Drinking^ 
BlafphemyJ^rophaneSwearitfg and Curfing^Lewd^ 
nefij Prophanation of the Lord's- Day y&c. as 
they wifLanfwer it to Almighty Gody and upon 
pain of bis highefl Dffpleafure. So that thofe 
who oppofe the giving cAInformations in the(e 
Cafes, not only feem diredliy to ftrike at the 
Foundation of our Conftitfation, but do oppofe 
Reformation, and confront the Government, 
which are Enormities that demand a dueRefent-^ 
ment from all that are concerned for the honour 
of our Government, our Laws, or our Reli- 
gion. And if any Magiftrates ihould difciyi* 
rage thofe that bring them Informations on this 
occafion, by giving them hard words, making 
their work as difficult to them as they can, 

G 4 \>r 
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ity \vilfuiry forcing them to long and unneceir 
^ry Attendance on them in this Bufinefs, or 
not ftieltring thech from the infults of obfti- 
nate Offendcirs, if any ftipuld be fo infolent; 
and daring as to ofier them, 'tis | think, evi- 
d^t; that they not only zQ^ therein contrary 
to their Duty, as Chriftians, but tp^their Oaths 
and Xruft, as ^agiftrates, and to their Preten- 
ilbns of Loyal ty and Obedience to the Govern- 
, iment, as Subje<3:s. And qow, is it poffible 
ifo conceive that any Magiftrates can deiire the 
execution of thofe LaVj^sj' nay, that any that 
iarenotthegreateft Enemies to it, and are loft 
to all fenfe of true Honour as well as Confci- 
i^nc6, fliould, in defiance of all their Obliga- 
tions, and In full Contradidlion to their printed 
Orders With their Njmes to them, publickly 
let up by their diredtion on Churches and other 
jpublick Places, not treat with refpc^, and 
give the greateft Encouragement to thofe ex- 
cellent Perfohs, particularly by making this 
bufinefs as eafie to them as they cani by pro- 
teding them from Any kind of A^ronts and 
Aflaults from wicked Men, and giving them, 
ftlf ix)ffible difpatch, \ who in fuch a profligate 
Age do, for the preventing the Indignities 
that are offered to the great GocJ, and the 
iruin of their Country, Wing them, gene- 
, rally with trouble, and fometitnes with great 
ififliculty , ' Informations ' of fuch pffences ? 
!ArTd,'oi) the other hand, I do hot fee, gene- 
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V4nced that the giving of Informations to Ma* 
^iftrates of thefe Offences is a Chr^ftian Offipe^ 
■? likely and proper, if riot a neceflary means 
of ' fieformathff of Manners y and yet wholly 
neglecj the doing it at a time when they fee . 
their Feilow-Ghriftiaqs engaging fuccefsfully 
in it, can in ordinary cafes eaHly fatisfie thern*^ 
jel ves that they have a due Zeal for God's Ho- 
nour, or Charity to their Neighbours. Tis 
allowed, that this will be fometimes done with 
feme Qangejr aqd Inconvenience, * but fo much * P«'?^ ^ 
the more laudable is the doing of it. A brave j^Jf^Sf 
Man, who refufes to live under the flavifh Do- Deim. 
minion of Cuftom and Example, who frequent- 
ly works againft Wind and Tid6, and (leers in 
the Teeth of Danger, muft exped to be fome- 
times tod and b^tter'd s but Dangers and Dif* 
^cultiesdooften iqvit|3, rather than difcourage 
fucha-ohe fron? doing that which becomes 
him. Virtue could, I think, be hardly diftin- 
uilhed from a kind of Serifuality, if it were 
ained without any Labour. Every mean 
Soul pari do fuch things as require no Refold- 
tion or Courage, that are ' not attended with 
any trouble or inconvenience; but though 
there has never been fo general a corruption* 
in any Age or Nation^ as that there have not 
been fome coplpicuous for their Piety, yet the 
number of thofi! wife and happy perfons have^ 
in mofjt Ages of the World, been too few, 
who have preferred their Duty to all other Con- 
fiderations. If 'tis not geqerally thought fa- 
' ' - ftionable- 
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ihionable to inform, let it be confidery, whe* 
ther 'tis falhionable to be Religious. Don't 
Men ufually meet with the reproachful! Names 
of Hypocrites, Fools, Enthufiafts, Pbanaticks^ 
or formal and precife Per(ons, who lead Chri- 
ftian^ or but modc^ft and regular Lives ? But 
thofe Men that underflflind what Religion is, 
do not furely think this a fufficient Difpenfati- 
on for them to be Libertines. They know 
that Elijha and St. /^^«/ were called Mad-men ;' 
that Holy DaviJ was derided by the People; 
that Chrifi, his ApofileSy and the Chrijiians in 
the firft Ages were treated accordingly. Wife 
Mea and Chridians are not fo much afraid of 
ill Name^, as of wicked Adions .• And our 
Judgment of A(3:ions mufl not be taken from 
the opinions of Men, but from the Nature of 
them, otherwife the Notions of Goo J: and £- 
vil will be foon confounded. Thofe Adions are 
diihonourable that carry in their Nature a Re- 
pugnancy to Reafon and Religion } but if thofe 
A&AKMs that diredly tend to preferve and (Ireng- 
then Government,to promote Religion,and the 
good of Mankind, be honourable, then the gi- 
ving of InfqripatioQS upon thefe occafions, that 
9re io much countenanced and encouraged by 
theGovornmeM gind the Laws, are, I conceive, 
truly honourable, thoi^h corrupt Men judge 
? Apod otherwise ; * fucb, forinftance, who think it 
tmU^inia "^"^^ honourable to refant an Affront with 
& fiifpt the bf» c^ Hhetr owti or their Fellow-^Chriftiians 
efledici- Livcj^ aodreclKuiy m fliort, Temperance and 
^ Cha- 
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Chaftity, Meeknefe and Humility, Zeal for 
JSod, ?nd Heavenly-mindednefs , contempti- 
ble Qualities, and fit for mean and bafe Souls. 
Let it be remembred, that Chriftians are to 
palk hy faith^ and not by Sight • * by Precepts, * '*^?^2l 
and not by Examples ; that 'tis to the moft high i^bas 
G O D, Who judjiftbrighteoujly^ and with whom jawcan- 
the Wifdom of this World h Fooli/hefs, ftndfS,.j. 
jnot to a finfull Generation (that in diyers Inftan- 19. 
ces.that might be menfioned, calls £7;//, Good; 
and Goody Evit) that we arf to approve our 
(elves. So that putting this Cafe at that Dif* 
advantage as the cowardly and formal Chrifti- 
an (who will not fail to raife Objedlions, and 
dart diiHculcies on iuch an dccafion) would 
have it, and will be fare himfelf to do, fup- 
pofing tliat the giving of Informations of thefe 
Offences (hogld fomctimes expofe Men tore- 
proachfull Words, or rude Treatment from an 
iB Magijlrat^j or a profligate Offender, which 
it will not be for the honour of any Govern- 
ment to countenance, 'tis/the bufinefs, I diink, 
of Chriflians toconfider, whether they ought . 
not to fufier Shame, and undergo fome Trou- 
ble and Lofsfor theExercifmg an ASt of Cha- 
rity to their Neighbours Souls^ for the fup- 
prelTiog of National Sins^ tha preventing oH 
Gods Di/hnourp and the ruin of theqr Country^ 
now efpecially that their Endeavours of tiasr 
kind will be &> very likely to be eSk&M^ fbr 
thefe ends. If the work is imqaeftiiNMbtf 
good) we att K<>Uiod;ieHd]rSariptiiK% That 
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Gal. 4, i«. *t is good to he zealoufty affeileJ always in, a good 
Tit. a. 14. /i&iirg. That Chrifi gave him/elf for tUj that he 
might redeem us from all Iniquity^ and purifie 
unto him f elf a peculiar People zealoui of good 
Worh^ And we are further told by ourBlefled 
Job. 1$. Saviour, That becaufe l\is Difciples were not of 
»»»'9- the Worlds hut he had Chofen them out of the 
, Worlds therefore the World hated them^^s it ha'^ 
3- ted him. Apd by the Apoftle, That all that will 
live Godly in Chrifi Jefus;JhaOfuffer ferfecutisny 
which, I think, Chpilians in this Age experience 
in fome degree, as we!l as they did in the times 
of Perfecution. For do we not fee the fafthfuU 
Servants of God frequently fuffering Injuries 
from wicked Men ? we fee them caiutnniated, 
derided and contemned by them, and expofed 
to many AlTaults and Sufferings from them 
for the fake of their Religion. Their holy 
Lives they are fenfible do reproach them,which 
is very grievous ta them, and for this Caufe 
they often, I fuppofe, bear a Hatred to them^ 
which put them upon feeking Opportunities^ 
which they foon enough find, to injure them, 
either in, their Goods, in their Bodies or in 
/ their Reputation, of which there is giv^n us in 
the Book oiWifdom^ a very lively Ekfcriptionj . 
Wifl.ai2. />/ ^ lig if^ wait for the Righteous j hecaufe he is 
not for our turny and he is cleancontrary to our do* 
ings : he uphraidetb us with our ojf ending thf Law. 
Vcr. 14. ffig ip^ ^^j^ f^ reprove our Thoughts. He is 

grievou^unto us even tohehold; JorhisUfeis 
not Uke other Mens^ his mgfs: nrjt of another fafl^i^ 

on.' 
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m. JVe are tjleemed of him as Counttrfeits : be 
ahfiaineth from our Ways as from Filthinefs : be 
pronounceth the End of the 'full to ie hliJfeJ^ ami 
maketh his ioa/i that Go J is his Father. Let m 
fee if his Words he true^ and let us prwe what 
(hall happen in the End of hir^. Let us- examine Va- 19- 
him, with Defpitefulnefs and Torture^ tha^ we may 
know his Meeknefsy and prove his Patience. Let 
us condemn him with a fhameful Death : for hy - 
bis own fayinghe /ball he refpeded. But in the 
fifth Chapter there is a Reprefentation of the 
different State of the Righteous and the Ungod- 
ly, among whomthofe that are ieither for or a- 
gainft Reformation will find themfelves one day 
ranked, either to their unfpeakable C^omfort or 
Mifery, that may be fo much more Encoura- 
ging to good Men, than ^he other Account 
may to any appear uncomfbrt a blfi| that I fhalf 
give the Reader at the fame time fomc View 
J ike wife of it. , Then fhaU the Righteous Man Wiffl. yj^, 
/land in great holdnefs he fore the face of fuch as 
have afflided him^ and made no account of hit 
Labours. When they fee it they {hall he trouhki 
with terrible jear^ and JkaO he amazed at the 
Jlrangenefs of his Salvation^ fo far hey ond all 
that they looked for. And they repenting^ and 
groaning for anguifh of Spirit ^ fhall fay within 
themfelves y This was he whom we had fometimes 
in Derifiony and a Proverh of Reproach. We 
Fools acoounted his Life Maanejs^ ani his End 
to he without Honour. How is he numhred among 
the Children of God ^ and his. Lot is among the 

Saintsl 
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Vcr. 7- Saints ? We wearUd our f elves in the way 0f 
Wickednefs and Deft ruHion : yea^ pe have gone 
through DefertSy where there lay no way : but as 
for the Way of the Lord we have not known it. 
What hath Pride profited ui > Or what good hath 
Riches wifh our flaunting brought us ?* All thofe 
things are paffed away like a Shadow^ and as a Pofi 
that hafted hy. For the Hope of the Zfngodly is 

Vtt. 15. like Duff that is blown away with the Wind : But 
the Righteous line for evermore^ their Reward 
alfo is with the Lord^ the Care of them is with the 
mojl High. Therefore they fhatt receive a Glo- 
rious Kingdem^ 6ic 

If then Wicked Men have fuch an Enmity to 

the Righteous, and do by various way s often 

injure and opprefs them, it is no wonder that 

the giving of Informations fhould, as well as o- 

ther Chriflkn Offices or Duties fometlmes do, 

make Men liable to Oppofition and Sufferings 

from bad Men, who deflre to indulge them'- 

fehres quietly in their Vices, becaufethis is a 

downright diflurbiog and confronting them in 

tbeif vicious Practices .* But 'tisi as hath been 

ftid, our Bttfinefs to confider, that the Chri- 

ftian Life is a Warfare, that ChriiHansare lent 

into the Worid, as Soldiefs into the Field, to 

fight againf): it, the Flefb, and the Devil ; and 

ttet as a Captain is try ed in a Battle, an expert 

, Seaman in a Storm, fo aChrifiian by the 

Temptations of all kinds that he meets within 

his Warfare, by which we are difiriplined or 

6M;(x:hized for a happy Eternity ; and that 

there- 
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therefore bcmuft march on through all Diffi- 
culties and Difcouragements, * particularly *Pciin&. 
through Honour and Diftionour , *^''°"S*^ SJ^'iL 
good and bad Report, to Immortality; ando,^-^ 
therefore whether the danger of our being iwiadW 
expofed tcA Reproach and Contempt fromJJ^!*'^'* 
wicked Men U a (ufficient Reafon for our 
having no r^rd to this Charitable Office I am 
recommending ? The Heathen Emperour, Mar- 
cus Antoninus, could tell us. That infurfuitof 
Virtue vet mufl exfeS Reproaches anaContum^ 
lies , lut that we mufi have little or no regarJt* 
the commonOpinions ofMen^ which, after Socrates, 
he reckoned as the common Bugbears ofthe 
World, or theTerrour of Children. And Seneca 
in like manner. That Men will fometimes(which 
he thought the laft' Ad of Oefperation} re- 
proach,' hate, and perfecute even Virtue it felf ; 
"T <*««^ t^^f he feemed to have thegreate^ Value t N*«» 
for, or Jevoterinefs to Virtue, that lofeth the^'l^ 
Reputation of heing Virtuous ^ to avoid the hei$ig ^ ffi""^ 
othermife. In truth, I think 'lis much to be^^^lm 
feared, but being very unwitting to fall undet m^ «a* 
i^ie too common Errour ot not duly confidcr-^"™* . 
ing Humane Frailties and Prejudices, or to S^i vm* 
advance pofitively any Opinion that may juft- ^^", 
ly bear a difputewith any but i hole that bring P^JjJ^ 
the Reafon of Mankind and Religion its felfin- «ntiain 
to difpute, (as I'hope will appear throughout p^^ 
thefe ShcetsJ 1 fubmit it to the Judgment of the si. 
CafuiAs, That tho' the former general Neg- 
ligence of good Men " . 
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indeed, I think, mud in Charity be fuppofed 
to have been very much owing to a Difcbu* 
ragement from Magiftrates, to private Perfons 
Ignorance of the Methods of performing this 
Office,' or ftngle Perfons defpairing of doing 
thereby much Service for the Bnds before- 
mentioned, under the difinal State this Nation 
was in the twolaft Reigns ; If this Negligence 
is continu'dy after this Matter is plainly laid be- 
fore us, the giving of Informations is now more 
generally infilled on by our Clergy in their 
^ Sermons, efpecially at thofe dated times that 
they are required to read the A^ of Parliament 
againft Swearing andCurfing, with the other 
Statutes againft Prophanenefs and Vice, by 
His Majefty s Letter^ and His late Gracioi*' 
Troclamatian for the enforcing the Execution of 
them ; and we have moreover fuch a change of 
Circumftances, and fuch ^vourable Occur- 
rences, as that our Diligence in giving Ihfor-^ 
mations will at this time fo efiedually promote 
* a tfational Reformation^ (as it is evident it wHl 
^ do from what is already done by it) that it 
will be found) notwithftaoding the Obje^^ 
dions and plaufible Pretences that will be 
made on this OccaTion by many for their be* 
ingexcufed from it, to prpceed frequently, if 
not generally, ftom worfe Caufes, that we are 
either afraid or alhamed of difcharging it, 
from a want of Faith, or of Love to God and 
our Neighbour, not duly cqnfidering the Ad- 
monition, fear ye not the Reproach of Men^ net* 

iher 
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ther ie afraid of his Revilings^ That the Fear^ 
ful i3Lnd Vnhelieving are joined together withR^.ai.g. 
t;ho(e "w^io fhaO have their part in the Lake which ' 
Burnet h with Fire and Briwfionej nor the Ex- 
tent of our Saviour's Threatning, Whofoever Maits.^s. 
therefore fhaB he ajhamed of me^ and of my Words ^ 
in this adulter oui and finful Generation^ of him 
alfo (hall the Son of Man he ajhamed when he 
tometh in the Glory of his Father^ with the Holy 
Angels: Nor, laftly, the great Encouragement 
nven in the Word of God to thofe that fuflfer 
for difcharging of their Duty, Bleffed are they Mztt $.10.- 
ivhich are Perfecuted for Righteoufnefs fake : for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Our light 200^.4. 17I 
AffliSlion^ ivhich is hut* for a Moment^ worketh ( 

for us a far more Exceeding and Eternal 
Weight of Glory. If any Man fuffer as a Chrt- 1 Pet.4.1^. 
fiidn^ lei him not he dfhamed; hut let him glo- 
rifie God on this hebalf. Wherejore let them iPet4i9. 
ihat fuffer according to the Will of God^ coni- 
mit the keeping of their Souls to hifn in welU 
doings ai unto a faithfull Croat our. And noWi 
if notwithllanding what hath been faid, or 
that may be urged By ouir Clergy With more 
Advantage in their Difcourfes, for oiir giving- 
Informations againfl; prophane and vicious 
Men, and the Magi(trates Diligence and 
Faithfulnefs that was before jnifiQed on, this 
Criminal Fear and Shame fliali fo genera^y 
prevail, as to Keep private ^erfbns from gi- 
ving Iiitormations in, thefe Cafes, and (hall 
likeWifi keep MkgiftVates C who have lefi 
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Colour of Excufe for their Unfaithfulnefs^ 
^ they being under the ObJigations of Oaths 
and Trufts, fuper-added to thofe they have 
as Chriftians ) from ufiog their Diligence in 
the Execution of the Laws, and particularly 
from giving all Countenance and jufl: Encou- 
ragement to thofe who bring them Informatci- 
ons^ it the fame time that Prophanenefs antd 
DeDaticher5^ do a^ear fo (hamelefs and fearle& 
among us, what a weight of Guilt may baf 
fuppoied to lie upon this Nation ? And in bow 
, great danger of Mifery and Deftrudlion may 
it be apprehended to be, which I do not fee 
with what Reafon we can expe<S will fo likely 
be pervented. by any other Mearis, as by the 
clofe Conjunction, the zealous and united En- 
deavours of good Men, for the Retrieving of 
Religion, and the Morals of the Nation, by all 
Chriftian and Prudent Methods. For Religion 
in general, and the Pradicie of every Moral 
Virtue in particular, do in their own Nature 
tend not only to the Felicity of every Man'ff 
private Life, but do alfo conduce .to the Peace, 
, Order and Welfare of all publick Societies, 
and good Government over Men, as it hath 
the greateft Influence for thefe Ends upon Magi- 
ftrates and Subjedls, Religion teaches and obli- 
ges Governours to over-rule their Subjedls in the 
Fear of God, to his Glory, and for the Safety 
afid Profperity of thofe that are in Subjecaion to 
them ; and therefore, I think, to endeavour to 
fopport and encourage them in the Exercife of 
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Religion and Virtue, and this as well by the*^^^ 
Ufe of their Authority, (which may, for in- fenLIJ^ 
fiance, beekprefledby theirPerfonally Counte- ma^nos e- 
nancing and Promoting Men of Virtue, and Jj,^;^^^^^^ 
Diicountenancing vicious Meii, by their taking ta regen- 
Care that good Laws be made for the Security ^.^ - 
df Religion ; arfd ths^t the Laws that are made d^^ rt. 
fo5 the Prorabtidn of Chriftian Virtiies, and 1?^ era-, 
the Suppreffion of Vice, be put in Execution }etwjn"n£ 
2ts by their oWn Exemplalry Behaviour, * which aitos^m. 
hath a wonderftiU force, ,1$ as it were a filing j^,/^^' 
Law, and Religion inftills in Subjeds fuch Prin- reges, pi^ 
crples and Difpofitions as in their owA nature ^"P5^ 
tecfd t6 mike themfelves bappy , as welf as a ^ Homo* 
Governrtient ftrpng and profpefous: It in-fin«Rcii\ 
ftrudls and obliges thefti to obey ^^g\^tiie%^lL[^ 
not only for Fear, but out of Confcien^e. And ftiefheooi 
as Piety and Virtue do thus evident! j^ conduce! ^^^V^^ 
to the Stability and Happinefs of any Kingdom J^^MivJl, 
atad Govcrilment ; fo Vice atfd trreligion, iri the fittt ^ vl^ 
rtamral confeqifences of them, tend tp bring ^*^^f 
Deeay add Ruine upon them, as they Unquali-^ in MaV 
ifie Magiftrates for Governmfent, and "i^l^eS*^?^ 
f Subj^s dnfft for Commands, averfe to all ^uTione < 
good Ordei*, and deftrui^ive inflead of help- pnffla fie 
lall Members of a Community ; from u^hefice tt^^m^^ 
ft Plutarch might juftly efte^ni it the Fpunda- xi^ ^Wl 
tion or Cement of Humane Society ; */P^^^^^*J/^^ 
cSoflclude, That itf the' Inftitution of Magiflra- J^TiJ^rf. 
cy the firft aiid chief Care fhould be of Religi- Avr^fr^J 
. oh J and ifheFimotfs f 5t/>/>obferve, That it J^^^Jf;^; 

t'Sm^iiimibus CivitiM^ik>t9ft ^e/ fine vircate aiillo modo pototl. 
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was impoflfible any City (hould (land if their 
Manners were depraved, tho' their Wall? were 
never fo firm. Accordingly, I conceive, there 
have been but few, if any, amongfl: the anci- 
ent and celebrated Legiflators and Statefmen^ 
whatever there have been among our Modern^ 
who have not had the greated Regard to Reli* 
gion in the Modelling and Governing of Civil 
* Societies j for how is it poffible to conceive tliat 
any State (hould long (land and be profperous 
• Rdigio without Honefty or Peace ? * Or that it fhould 
ntgicfia either^ enjoy a lafting Peace, or have a general 
JS'S Honefty, without Religion i And. therefore it 
Civiratein was no Weak, tho' a wicked Piece of Policy 
infet,om-^hjch they tell us of a King of Jffyria. who 

mum fee- , ^ , -^ . o ^ i ^. 

lerumfc cboje rather to endeavour to overcome the City 
neftram of BabyloH, hy fending in of Players^ LewdWo^ 
*P^"^' wen^ &c. to debauch it^ ( by which means he 
f Accidit effexSlually did it, and at laft obtained his End J 
mum neg- ^^^*^ ^^ inijade it with a power full Army. Upon 
iigencia,& the whole Matter, We may dare to challenge 
Sinct ^'^ '^^ Politicians in the World to form a found 
v« pS'ia-" Scheme of Government without fuppormg and 
tiirt a vir. fecuring Religion for the Bafis of it. And as 

fta^unr, ^^ "^^^'^ \i^zxA of a Government that publick- 
variifque ly declared for /iwwi?w///)', (bif we could ever 
"J^^yj^'fuppofe there (liould be any fuch, nay, that 
afficiunt, there were fuch a one, where a confiderable 
quibusin-Kumber of fuch Monfters Ihould obtain and 
rempubii- ^^5P ^hc Afcendcucy in any Government, we 
cam flu- might conclude what its Fate would fooner or 

Scft'" ^^^^' ^^-^ ^ f ^f when Religion is defpis'd, and 

Virtue 
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Virtue is Icftin a Nation, which, as hath been 
proved, would in time be the confequencc of a 
publick Contempt of it, how eafie a Prey will 
it prove to its Neighbours? Or how unavoid- 
ably will it fall into Divifions, Confufion and 
Ruineofitfelf? 

Of fuch confequence therefore Religion and 
Virtue feem plainly to be td a Nation, abftra- 
ding from the Confideration of a Juft God that 
rules in the Kingdoms of the Earth, that re- 
wards Righteous Nations with Profperity, and 
executes Juftice upon thofe that are Wicked, 
which we muft believe if we have any due re- 
gard to Sacred or Prophane Hiftory, to the 
experience and Suffrage of all Ages of the 
World, For thus it is faid in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to this purpofe, The Nation anJ KifigdomVz 6o,ii. 
that will not ferve thee^ jhall perifh : yea^ thofe 
liations jhall ht utterly wafted. A fniitfull pa. ipr. 
Land he turneth into Barrennefs for the Wici'^ 34- 
ednefs of them that dwell therein. And by 
the Account that is given us in the Word of 
God of the Divine Juitice, of God's charging Deutn. 
Guilt upon Nations, as well as upon particular ?'^'?' 
Perfons, and of his Proceeding with the Old 
World, the Jewi/b Nation, &c. have we not 
fufficient Reafon to think, that in the ordina- 
ry Courfe of God's Providence, a Nation that is 
eminently Righteous fliould have bis Blefling 
in an eminent Manner; and that a Nation that 
is remarkably Wicked will feel, fooner or later, 
the Efiedls of his Difpleafure > We are acquain- 

Hj ted, 
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t^d, that before God deftroyed the Old World. 
Gen. $. 5. Hefaw that the WickeJneff of Man was great i^ 
^'''' \2. the Earth. That 0II Flejh had corrupteJ bis 
fVa^ upp E^artk. And their Sin is given as 
y«. U- the Reafon pif their Djeftrudion. And God 
faid unto Noah, The End, gf ctll Flefh is come 
Jf^fore mCj for the Earth Js filled with Vio^ 
lence through them : and behold^ I will de* 
ftroy them with the Earth. Accordingly we 
may oblerve, that the Providences of God 
towards the Jewijh Nation were very emi^ 
nently fuited to their Behaviour ; That though 
ithe Jews were the peculiar people of God, aipd 
highly blefled, they were frequently puniftied 
by God, and at laft deftroyed for their Sins. 
That their Kings, the chief of their Priefts, and 
their People, did wickedly, and after the way 
of the Heathen, before they were led into Cap* 
^fat. 17. tivity, and Crucified the Lord of Ufe^ tvhofe 
*^* Blood they called for upon themf elves and theit^ 
Childrfn^ before they were finally deftroyed^ 
M^y*- And as their Deftrudion, w;hich our Saviour 
V foretold, is, I think, agreed on all hands 
LvTv^ to have been one of the moft dreadful! inr 
%v i^/J. ftances of Mifery that have been known to 
^'^^\ have befallen any Nation either before or fincc 

.S^'S ^^^^ ^^^^ • ^9 1 J^fip^s^ though a Jew, a celer 
itVbWw brated Hiftorian, thus fays. That as he thought 

T^imh ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ fufferedfuch things • fono Ifati^ 
pMTi mi- ^^j f^om the beginning of the Worlds did ever 
Kiv Ahxlwfo abound in all manner of Impiety ; to which 

'TiiTrov^VdJi mTi o^ftfV c^ aiSf®- yt)fiyipcu K4)Mti yvff^rie^i^* Jofe- 
phasdeBclIoJudaico, Lib.<S. ciip.ii. E 933. ' ' - ^ ' ^ ' Chri« 
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Chriftians in this Age may juftly add, That ^ ' 
by their continuing for fo many Hundred 
Years to be a defpiied and vagabond People, 
and fcattered throughout the World, without 
City or Country, without Temple orAlt^ir 
that we know of^ no Nation Teems ever to have 
been fo terrible and lading a Monument of 
God's Difpleafure for National Sin, as that 
which this People was guilty of feems to be fo 
much greater, and to have higher Aggravati- 
ons than the Sin of any other Nation. The 
Holy Scriptures give the like Account of -the 
Pellrudlion of Damafcus} Thus faith the Lor J^ Amos t.^. 
for three Tranfgrejjions of Damafcus^ and for 
four^ I mil not turn away the Punijhwent thereof* 
fb of Gazay of Tyrus^ of Edam^ and ofAmmon. Ver. 6, 9, 
And inform us that God raifed up Cyrus, calling ''» '5- 
him by bis Name before he was in being, for 
the Punilhment of the Sins of Bahylon: Thus 
faith the LorS to his Anointed ^ to Cyrus^ vohofe If* 4S- ' * 
Right-hand I have holden to fuhdue Nations be- * 
fore hfm : and I voill loofe the loins of Kings to 
open hefore him the two»leaved Gates ^ and the 
Gates fhall not be fhut, I will go before the^, Ver. 2. 
and make the crooked places flraight. For Ja^w^t,^ 
cob my Servant^ s fake^ and Ifr^el my Bl^ilj I 
havf even called thee by thy Name ; Ihavefur-' 
named thee though thou hajl not known me. And 
does not prophane Hiftory tell us, among a 
Multitude of other Inflances that might be 
heaped up, That as the Pride and f^oluptuouf 
nefs of the Babylonr^tSj fo the Lewdnefs of the 
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Perfians^ and the Lifxury of the Greeks^ feem'd, 
with their other Sins,to be the remarkable Cau- 
f Non eft fes of the Ruine of thofe Empires : And that the 
iSil & R^^^h who had been a People fo eminent in 
veri Oei their Mor^^s, that * St. Auftin thought that 
juftitia QqJ might allow them the Government of the 
«n^^ World for the Reward of their Virtue, even 
percepe. under the Advantages of the Chriftidn Religion 
Sdcm^Sl became fo very Degenerate and Debauched be- 
am,//*. 5. fore the Dcvaftations and Ruine of their Em- 
deCtvbei,^,jQ by the poor Goths^FanJalSy and Hnns^ one 
t'ln'iw- of whofe chief Leaders called himfelf FlageU 
bis pati. lufn Veiy the Scourge 'of God^ that gave Occafi- 
ftusopp^on to a Father to cry out, f that the Ifame of 
brium, in Chrijl became a Scorn^ and the Chrijiian Religi" 
titur^^x ^^ ^^^ reproached by the Lives of Chrifiians. 
Chriftiana And to take fomcL Notice of^ our own Coun- 

aui^^'i^/ ^^^^ ^^ "^* *^^ Hiftorians of it acquaint us, 
1;;"^' ^ " that the Bri/^w, the ancient Inhabitants of it, 
llJncoiae || who had been remarkable for the.Uncorrupt- 
mori^r^"^^ of their Manners, were degenerated from 
fimpiices the ^ Simplicity and Sobriety of their Ance^ 
i" m^Jiir^ flours, and were, 'tis faid, for that fteafon fore- 
longfea' warned of their Mifery before the Romans in- 
noftro. vaded them ; and that after tht Romans quit- 
Sum'a- ^^d ^h^i^ Country there fucceeded a great Li^ 
flutia vcr-centioufnefs; very many after their embracing 
femX ^^^Cl^rifHan Religion turning Idolaters, before 
DiddorL the Saxons Invafion of them^ a poor People, 

Siculus. . ^ 

* Incolarum mores quod attinet ; fuerunt antiqui Brlranni religionis 
U difciplinaruin culrorcs maximi, R$k, Sherin^ham, de Anglwwn gmth 
^iginCf p. l^, Gildms de Ex€id, Britannia, ' 

but 
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but it feems of more honeft Manners, that 
came from the Northern Parts of Gerniany • 
and that before their next fad Cataftrophe by 
the Normans Conqueft of this Nation, Piety 
and all good Literature were grown out of fa- 
ihion ; that the Cler^ couldXcarce read Divine 
Service • that the Gentry were given up to Lux^* 
ury, and a diilblute Life, and the Meaner fort 
fpent whatihey had in Rioting,Drunkenoefs,and 
other Vices, by which means ( faith the Hifto- 
rian ) Duke iVilUam had fo great Advantage, 
and gained theConquell of them : from whence 
our Bnglijh.VfnXtrs conclude the Saxon Hiftory 
almoft in the fame Words, and to this efied: ; 
If thefe ( fay they, fpeaking of their Sins ) 
were in all prohahilitj the Caufes of Gods fuJg^ 
fnents on our Ancejhurs^ f^rely every one in this 
corrupt Age ot^ht to take care to avoid thent^ 
left the fame Judgments fall uppn them. And 
laftly, to add no more, are not the formerly 
i2Lmo\xs AfianzxxA Greek Churches, if not fome 
of the Protefiant^ in feveral Parts of the 
World, which are miferably opprefled, and 
brought almoll to Defolation within a few 
Years paft, particularly, that of France^ of 
whofe dreadtull Mifery we have fo many li- 
ving Xeftimonies now among us, lookt on as 
fad Inftances to confirm us in the Opinion of 
Ages, That Religion arid Virtue are the only 
firm Foundation for the Profperity of any Na- 
tion, and Irreligion -the moft fatal Evil to it : 
Th^( where there is a general Corruption of 
7 Man-^ 
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Manners things tend to a Di(tolution and Ru«^ 
I ine, as well by Natural confequences, with the 
Permiffion of God, as by his righteous Judg* 
ments ; and that therefore it is not to be ex- 
peded that the crying Sins of a Nation will 
always efcape Punifliment unlefs prevented by 
Repentance ; for the fame Caufes produce the. 
lame Effc&s^ Virtue and Vice do not change 
their A^at^riSy ^nd tbfre if ho variahlenefs with 
our God^ wbofe Juftice is i$im$Htable. Did not 
^i^ii^.OHr Fathers thus^ and did not pur Godlring all 
this Evil upon us^ and upon this City > fays the 
Prophet And therefore, if after all that our 
Fathers have told«,us of thefe things, an4 
what fpme of us have moreovpr feed with 
bur own Eyes ; I mean the late terrible Civil 
Wars, which, I hope, none will believe for our 
Piety and Virtue broke out, and laded fp lon^ 
among us within fome of our Memories, and 
which was foon after fqcceeded with a dread? 
fqll Fire and Plague in this City, and the Mir 
> fery that is fince that fallen upon our Fellow* 

ChHftians in France^ in Hungary and the 
Faktinate^ we make no better ufe of wha( 
we have feen and heard, and" of the vari- 
ous providences we have been under, than to 
oppofe the defign of them, by continuing impe- 
nitent, have we not great Reafpn to fear, that 
God may refcue his uofpel from out prophane 
Outrages, our impious Violations, and give it to 
fome other Nation, that may bring forth bet- 
I ter Fruits of it, or in fome other way, agreea-^ 
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^c to his infinito Wifdom and Jqftice, puni/b Lev.2tf*t8. 
us yet f even times more for our Sins ? Or as Ez-^ 
ra exprefles it on another like Occafion ; Aft J 
after all that is come upon us for our Evil deeds ^ Ezra 913. 
and for our great Trefpafs^ filing thatthou^ offr 
6od^ baft punifhed us lefs than our Iniquities de* 
ferve^ and haft given us fup^ Deliverance as this : 
Should we again hreak thy fjonmandments^ and^^^*^¥ 
join in Affinity with the People of fhefe Alomi^ 
nations^ voouldft not thou he angry with us^ till 
thou hadft confumed uSy fo that there fhould he 
no remnant nor efcaping > The Almighty God 
cannot want Power to eflfedb our Ruine. If we . 
reckon our felves ftcure by oiir prefent Peace, 
from a late powerfuU ISnemy, ( which I (hall 
not here inquire into the Reafons of ) He can 
, raife up new ones to us. And if we have no 
Enemies from abroad. He can fu^r us to be^ 
come our own greateft Enemies, to fall into 
Confufion and Ruine by our Unchriftian Quar* 
rels and fenfelefs Diyifions at Home, which are 
too many and too high to make this appear 
to thinking Men a foreign Suppofition, or aa 
unnecefTary Warning* If he flops the Influen- ^ 
ces of Heaven, or lets loofe the Elements up^ 
on us, we perifli. A Peftilence, or a Deluge, 
an Earthquake, or a Dearth, might fooA de* 
ftroy us. And if a general Relaxation of Man* 
perS) a Corruption in mofl^, if not all Orders 
and Parties ; if a vifible Contempt of the (in* 
cere Pradice of Religion, and bare-fac'd, info- 
l«Qt and niir«{ltained Wickednefi; if a moo* 
- ftrous 
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ftrous Debauchery in Principles as well as 
/ Pradlice • if G)ntentions and Divifions, with- 

out reafon and without end, and almofl: with* 
out Example ; if high Ingratitude to God for 
many and gfeat Mercies, and a deep Infenft** 
bility pnder imminent danger of Judgnaents, 
are (ad Indications of a Nation's Degeneracy 
and Guilt, it cannot, I think, be denied, but 
that this was too near the difmal Cafe of £i^ 
glanJ^ in Relation to Religion^ when the En* 
deavours of Reformation, which I have given 
ftn Account of, began among us, about Eight 
Years (ince, how much foever we may diflike 
the Reprefentation of it, and, to fpeak plainly, 
continues very much fo ftill • and therefore 
though God may give a People a Ion* 
ger or fliorter time of Tryal, as feems fit to 
his infinite Wifdom, He may defer the Execu- 
Gen.i;.i£.tion (if his Wrath tiU ike Imquities of a People 
are at thefull^ which the longer it is delayed, 
the fevercr it may be when it comes: And 
though it is not for us ralhly to fay when a 
Nation hath filled up the Meafure of its Sins^ 
and much lefs to prefume to know the Extent 
of infinite Patience and Forbearance, yet it 
may, I think, be (aid in this Cafe, with Rer 
verence, that confideriog the great Advanta- 
ges and Bleilings we have fo long enjoyed, 
and what (hameful Returns we have made to 
God for them, there feems not much, if any 
thing more to be wanting, to make this Nati* 
on as guilty as mod under Heavejp, if not to 

be 
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be ripe for Judgment,, than the Diicountenance 
and Unfuccefsfulnefs df pious and regular En- 
deavours for the Risforming us ; and nothing, 
I think, can be reafonably fuppofed fuflicient 
to remove our Guilt, than fomeconfiderable 
and remarkable Reformation, and perhaps car* 
ried through all Ranks and Orders of Men, 
through all Parts of die Kingdom ; fuch a one 
as may be in fome meafiire proportioned to the 
Leproiie of Vice and Propbanenefs that feems 
to have almoft over-fpread us. But if we do 
truly repent of all our Abominations, and turn 
from our wicked ways j if we lay afide our un- 
neceflary Strifes, and our unchriftian Conten-^ 
tions with one another, which we have fo long 
felt the difmal EfftO:s of ; if we exprefs our 
Zeal, and unite our Strength againft the Pa- 
trons of Vice, who are the Enemies of God 
and Qoodncfsp more than againft thofe that 
difier from us in fome few things, and thofe 
X)f lefler moment, but agree with us, I con- 
ceive, in thofe that are eflential ; ifweiincere- 
ly, and without delay, fet about and further 
all pious and proper Endeavours for a National 
Reformation, truly purfue the things that be- 
long to our Peace, it Aill feems with us a Day 
of Mercy, and the Scriptures give us Encou- 
ragement to hope, that we way not peri/k For 
thus it is faid, At what inftant IJhallfpeak coH-J^r4\$.7fi. 
€erning a Nation^ and concerning a Kingdom^ to 
pluck upy and to pull dow% and to deftroy it : If 
that Nation aydnfl whom I have prononnced^ 

turn 
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turn J rod the it Bvil^ I will repeHt df tbi E^ii 
that I thought to do untd them. 

Having thu^ endeavoured to prove the Com^ 

moH Ohligation which lies upon All Men^ zi 

Cbriftians, aodasf^fember^of the Q)mmunity^ 

to ufe their fincere Endeavours f6r a General 

and National Ref6rmation, and the Special 

Ohligatiofit of Governours and Miniftersy of 

Suhordinate Magtfiratei and Inferior Officers^ 

from either the Nature oF their Office and 

Truft, or their explrefe Oaths to this purpofe ;' 

and having more larg^l;^ infixed on the Reafons' . 

for privati Perfons giving of Informations of 

the Violations of the Law^ of Religion add theit 

G)untry, and the Magiftratei Ohligation highly 

to encourage thofe wno do fo,to make this their 

excellent Service to their Country a^fdfeand as 

tiafie to thetn as they can^fay direding their Judg- 

fnents^excutfingtbeirtniiocentlnadvertencies^by 

litaking Examples of isiny obftinate Criminals' 

that (hall dare impioufly af&ont and obftrudr 

them in it; and having likewifereprefented the 

danger di God's Judgments^ and of our Ruine^ if 

we continue unreforihed, and the Blejftngs and 

Advantages we may hope to obtain to our 

felvcs, cur Country, dnd our Pofterity, in the 

hearty forwarding any juft and pious Defigns* 

and Endeavours for fuch a Reformation • as' 

yirttie is the way to the Happinefs of particular 

Perfons, of private Families, and the Profperity 

6f Nations ; and the Supprefling of Vice and 

Pfophanenefe by Humane Laws, that ^e ^ 

^eeabkr 
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greeable to the Laws of God, feentis to be the 
neareft and moft probable way> in our prefent 
Circumftances, for the retrievinsof the Virtue 
6f the Nation ; without which, it we could fup^ 
poie that this Kingdom would continue to be 
profperous, I do not eafily. conceive how wife 
and good Men fhould either take much Pleafure 
in Living otherwife than in Obedience to the 
Will, and for the Glory of God, and the work- 
ing out their owaSalvation,or in the Thoughts 
of leaving a Poflerity behind them in a Nati« 
on where there is no more Religion, or even 
common Honefty ; I intended, I fay, having 
done this, in the next place to ofier fome Ar- 
guments agaiuft thofe Vices that are moft 
reigning among us, as Leudnejs^ Trofhant 
Swearing and Curfing^ Drunkennefs^ &c. in hopes 
that the Reprefentation of the Bafenefs, the 
Folly and Beaftiality of thofe Sins, together 
with the various and great Mifchiefs th^y bring 
upod the PuUick, but more efpecially often 
upon thofe unhappy Men that are addidled ta 
them, in refped to their Eftates ^d Reputa- 
tion, their Perfons and Pofterity, their Bodies 
and Souls, would Chew fo much the Evil and 
Deformity of them, that it might be a means 
to keep fome at leafl from falling in Love with 
them, and of difingaging others from them who 
are^ already enfnared in them, even as the Sight 
of a Drunkard to a thinking Man is a good 
Lecture againft Drunkennels ^ But thefeSheets 
growing to a Bulk, far beyond what I at firft 

' pro^ 
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propofed, I fhall lay a(ide (perhaps for (bm€ 
other Occafion) the Materials which were pre- 
pared for this purpofe ; and I (bail the rathe^ 
*Mfat. J. ^o ^^f ^ fince.thefe Vices arc plainly Condem^ 
28, 34. ncsd by the Word of God^ which cxprefly ex- 
^J^j^^- eludes DrankarJs ztid t/ncleaH V^rfoHs^ &d 
Rom.i.24./rMf the kingJm 6f HeavM; and that we 
-^7. 29. find, by Xad Experience, that thofewhoare 
jG)r.6*9jfoWy reconciled to their Lufts, who are niife* 
10. -1^.18. rably abandoned to the Conduft of Cuftoni 
*^' ^ '9^' and ill Example, feem too generally almoft deaf 
Epb. 5. 3! to the Gills of Confcience, to all Reprefentati* 
r 1^' 1* oflsof this kind, nay dten even to the power- 
•^^^•^'^•fuURhetorickof theGofpel ; at leaft they fre- 
quently make, for want of Confideraition, and 
other proper means, no great and lafting Im- 
preilions upon thenfl. And this, I conceive, 
makes the ufe of other Methods with fuch Merf 
neceflary, not only for their own fakes, but for 
the publick. Safety, that thofe that are Lethar- 
gick, zndalmoA dead m their SinSj yet having 
Scnfes ftill to feel the Stroaks of Juftice, may, 
tho' never fo ftubborn, be bowed in fome mea- 
fure to difcipline, and punifh' d into a better 
outward Behaviour, if they cannot into fuch a 
ferious Confideration of their Sin and Folly as' 
may end in an inward and entire Reformation 
6f their Lives, whieh is by no means to be 
totally defpaired of. For as the allowed Habits 
of thefe Sins exclude Men from the Kingdom 
df Heaven, in the Opinion of Divines they 
6iighc to ftiiit out thofe Who are guilty of them 
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from the Communion with the Church on 
Earth, till they give fome figns of their Re* 
pentance, as, ^tis allowed, they would have 
done if they had lived in the fir ft Ages of Chri* ^ 
flianity, when fuch Offenders, which novlr 
make too great a part of the vifible Churchy 
were look^ on as a kind of IVfonQers, and, like 
putrefy 'd Members, were cut off^ as being not 
only extreamly dangerous, but very poifbme 
to the Body. But till the Ecclefiaftical Power^ 
which is now fo weakned, and hath, to fpjsak 
juftly, loft its Credit, is recovered to its Pri-». 
mitive Defign, and the ancient Difcipline of 
the Church is in fome meafure reftored, which^ 
^tis to be hoped, we fhall not always think 
fufficient, efpecially under the prefent Reign, 
publickly to lament the lofs of once a Year^ 
in the Oilice for Afh-lVednefJay^ but (hall 
in good earneft endeavour to reftore. There 
is, I conceive, evidently greater reafon to 
engage the fecular Arm in this matter, that 
thofe upon whom the gentle Methods of Per* 
tuafion have little or no force, and whom tlie 
Ecclefilftical Power does hot and will not take 
any Notice of, ihould be feverely, punifhedi 
and reft rained by the Civil Government} that 
they iiiould be treated as a fort of Out-Laws, 
and as common Enemies to thcir^ Country : 
For publick Immoralities are Offerees againfl: 
the Peace and Happitie^s of Mankind, againft 
the Government and the Laws, as well as a* 
gainft the Chriftian Religion, which is not 

I only 
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only now incorporated into the Law of the 
Land, but does above all other things ^omote 
the Safety and Profperity of Government, and 
of particular Perfons, which Offences of this 
kind diredly tend to the deftroying of, even 
to the diflblving the band of Humane Society • 
and if-fo, furely it behoves good JMen, by all 
proper meafures, to affift Magiftrates in their 
Endeavours eflledually to fupprefs them, if 
bad Men don't approve of thefe Methods, Ws 
nowonder } they are Enemies to good Order, 
Law, and Juftice, bccaufe thefe things arc, 
troublefome to them; There is no doubt but 
the Gallows is a great Grievance to Murtherers, 
the Difcipline of BrideweB to Whores, the PiU 
lery to the Perjured, and the Stocks to Drun-^ 
kards: But fuch Grievances as thefe are, I 
cbnceive, of near as long (landing as Govern- 
ment, ' and will not be thought proper to be 
laid afide whilft it lads, or atleaft till there is 
not fo much Occafion for them, fince, as hath 
*Faciiceftfeeen proved, *its Intereft and chief Bufinefs is 
imperium to cherifli and fupport Religion, and, by con- 
m nos. fgqugjjc^^ tQ tgjj^ ^^^^ ^^^^ j^. jjg jjQj treated 

with any difrefpedt, particularly, that it be 
not made the Scorn of any Order or Body of 
Men, thexbramort Subjcd: of the Prophane 
Play-Houtes, or the Sport of Buffoons ; and 
that the open Violations of it by Prophane 
Swearing and CurJing,DrunkeHfiefSyLewdnefsJS>cc. 
be fuppreficd, as all wife Nations, \ conceive, 
have ever done, and ever will do. 

Againft 
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Againft thefe Enormities therefore that are 
{he Plagijes of Government, the Enemies of 
6ur Peace, the DKhooour of our Reh'gion, and 
the Reproach of our Nation, have the Societies 
6f Reformation applied themfelv^s, with fo 
(reat Siiccefs, as to give fo Very promiHng^ 
iopes as have been repre{ented,,of a general 
Concurrence and Union of the Virtuous part 
of the Nation in the fartie Defigrr, and in con- 
Sequence of a National Reformation; and their 
Endeavours have been carried on, as hath beeil' 
6bferved,fbr above EightlTears with as little or 
Ie(s occafion given to their Enemies of Objedi^'^ 
on either to the Methods of their Proceedings, 
or to the Behaviour of the Perfons concerned 
in them, as perhaps have been often knovin in 
Matters of the greatefl; Confequence^ ^ wher6 
fuch a number of Perfons ha^ve been engaged, 
(though if the Prudence of fome good Men^* ^ 
who ^re eithet* already engaged, pr that (liali 
hereafter be concerned in this Undertaking, is. 
6r fhould be lefs than their Zeal, it will, |; 
hope, be far from giving wife and well-mean- 
iftjg Men a juft Prefiidicc to the Defign it felf, 
or keeping them from Affiftirig in it.) But, 
Blefled be God, a more glorious Profped hath' 
been lately given us by the AJJrefs o^ the late 
Houfe of Comqmons to His Majefty, for th^' 
SuppreiCng of Propbanenefs and Debauchery^' 
end His Majefty^s Proclamation in purfuance of 
it, and His l^rincely Word in His GfaciouS^ 
Speech to' hota^ Houfes of Parliament; W^ 
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" have now then, ^tis evident, His Majefty's pofi- 
tive G)mmands, together with the concurrent 
Advice in this Matter of the late great Repre- 
fentative Body of the Commons of England^ 
for things, I conceive, not only unqueftionably 
lawful], but highly important, andnecefiary, 
for the ftrid: Execution of the known Laws 
of the Land, againft Prophanenefs and Im- 
morality, agreeably, to the Word of God, 
that acquaints us, That the Magiftrate heareth 
Rom.i3.4.»^^ the Sword in Fain^ That Rulers are not a 
Vcr. 3. Terrour to good Works^ hut to the evil^ &c. 
Whoever therefore they aire that in this Cafe 
bppofe the King's Commands, who either 
openly obftrud, or fecretly undermine the 
Endeavours of thofe who a<9: in this Affair 
in Obedience to the Will of God, the Com- 
mand of the King, and for the Good of their 
Country, will, I tliink, find it fomewhat dif- 
ficult to acquit themfdves from great Itn^ 
piety. And now can any that love their 
God, their Religion, or their Country, hear 
of thefe tranfporting things without being 
affeded with greater Joy than any Succefs 
in their own fecular Concerns would give 
them, and without thinking themfelves under 
high Obligations, after they have pretended 
to Fail, and Pray, and Mourn for our publick 
Sins for fo many Years paft, (as moft, if not 
all Orders of Men and Parties among us have 
done ) to do what they are able in their fe- 
veral Stations for the Supprefling of Pro^pbatie^ 
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nefs and Immorality^ and for the perfecting of 
this great Work of R EF O R M ATIO N, 
which, I Conceive, it had been our Duty to 
promote, if we had not met with fo much En- 
couragement and Aflfiftance from our Gover- 
nours ? But how much ftronger Obligations 
do now lie upon us to do it? And how ihame- 
full and inexcufable will our Negled: of it be, 
now w,e have fuch an Opportunity by His Ma- 
yfly's repeated Declarations for^our Engaging 
in it, by the Advances that are alreac^y made, 
9nd the Methods that arejaid, as perhaps may 
nfever. again be offered us if we negled: this > 
in Profecution whereof it would, 1 think, be- 
come m to adventure all our deareft Intereds 
in this World, nay, a Thoufand Lives, if we 
had them to lofe. Behold then a glorious Op- 
portunity for all that make a Promlion of Re^ 
ligion, or any pretence to Virtue, of what 
Rank foever, to fignalize their Lov^and paithr 
fplnefs to their great Lord and Mailer, thieir 
Neighbour, and their Country. To all Qr- 
4ers of Men therefore whofe Service His Ma- 
jefty hath required to pron[U)te (his ^reat, this 
neceflary Work, and who would not fhare in 
the dreadful Guilt and lading Infamy of neg- 
leding to pron^te a Refartfi^tion of Manners^ 
which now feems to be put very much in our 
power, with God s Bleding, to fee eSeded, I 
ask leave, upon thefe Glorious Encouragements^ 
with all due refped, to addrefs my felf. 

I ? To 
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To the N OBI L IT Y, that they would 
be pleafed to confider, That true Greatnefs 
doth not confid in the having of fwelling Ti- 
tles, high Places, great Power, or large Terri- 
tories, which, tho' they may be fometimes the 
Reward of virtuous and brave A(3:ions as they 
ought to be, are often the Gifts of Nature, and 
it may be too frequently the Acquefts of ^uch 
Crimes as deferve Punifhment, inftead of Yij> 
compence : That t!}e Perfons who in dl Ages 
have been moft beloved and reverenced when 
Alive, and mofl: honoured by wife and gooc) 
M^n when Dead, have been thofe who have 
been mofl: beneHcent and (erviceable to the 
World ; not thofe who have amafled the grea- 
tefl EQates, and acquired the loftiefl Titles to 
themftlvesj the blind Heathens eredled noC 
their Altars to thofe that they did not think 
were fome way or other ufefull or ferviceablc 
to Mankind: That they would therefore be 
perfwaded that nothing will render them fo 
much Bleffings to their Country, io truly no- 
ble and efleemed, as their being Patrons of 
Religion and Virtue: That they are not in 
their high Stations too great for that Employ- 
ment which is the greatefl: Glory of Princes, 
to fet lip their Standards for Religion, and de- 
clare War againft Vice and Prophanenefs, 
* Haud * after the Example, and under the Co(idu<li 

difRcilitis 

left ierrare naturanvquatn prineipem fm diffimilein fenmre rempablicam. 
'- Quscunq; mtttacio in priiicipibiu eititaitjeandm popolo fecQtani- Ci>. 

or 
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of fuch a Prince and Leader as hath gracioufly 
declared, in his Speech to both Houfcs of Par- 
liament, that He efteems it one of the greatefl 
Advantages of Peace that he is now at Leifure to 
apply himfelf to the Suppreffing of Prophanenefs 
and Immoralities ; and hath thereby given us 
Ibme reafon to hope, that he may think it a 
far greater Glory of his Reign to be an Inftru- 
ment in God's Hand of delii^eriiig us from the 
Slavery of our Vices, of making us a virtuous, 
and^ by confequence, a happy People, than in 
procuring us any other prcfent and fecular Fe- 
licities "and Advantages, and at laft leaving us 
deluged in fuch Impieties as Infidels abhor, and 
which vmay make God our Enemy, and draw 
down his Vengeance upon us : That they 
would for this purpofe confider the Influence 
of their Authority, their Intereft, their For- 
tunes, and their Example, and Employ, which 
they catinot without high Ingratitude omit, 
thefe and the other Advantages they have a- 
bove Men of lower Ranks, for the Glory of . 
that Gpd by whofe Permiffion they have them, 
for the Noble purpofes of Oppofmg and Sup- 
preffing Debauchery and Prophanenefs, the re- 
trieving the Reputation of Virtue, the further- 
ing the Intercfls of Religion, and thefavingof 
their Country, which hath feemcd to have de- 
clared in favour of Vice and Ruine, and there- 
by approve themfelves to the King, ( as He 
hath now afliired them they will 3 to the Wi(e 
2^nd Virtuous part of the. Nation to their own 

1 4 Con^ 
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Con(cieQC€s, to their Po{lerity» and^ above all^ 
to the mod High God 

To the Reverend the CLERGY, That 
they who are looked upon as the Ambafl^- 
dours of the Great God of Heaven and Eartb» 
and (enc upon the mod important Bufinefs of 

% Cor. f . Reeonciling Men to God^ and Watching for their 
i«,io. Souts^ and have, as I conceive, their Honour, 

Hcb.13.17. fjj^jy Dignities, and their Revenues, given 
them without the common Incumbrances of 
other Men, in regard to their Sacred Office, 
and that they may attend without Worldly 
Cares, and with the greateft Advantage to 
their Spiritual Employment, would confider 
whether they have not a more favourable 
Opportunity for the Work of their Miniftry, 
^nd a National Reformation, at this time, than 
they have had for many years paft. They 
cannot, I humbly jprefume, but be fenfible of 
the moft deplorabte Degeneracy of this Nati- 
on, that the great Decay of Religion, and the 
Leprofieof Vice and Prophanenefe with which 
it is almoft overfpread, does threaten its Ru- 
ine ; and that they have great realon to take 
to heart the no greater Succefs of their Endea- 
vours for the Reforming of us ; that their 
Difcipline, which if it had been in force^ might 
have proved a 3ank againft the Flood of Wic^ 
kedoels that is broken in upon us, is now To 
loft, that it is of little ufe to them for this pur- 
pofe ; that there appears too gre^t ground to 

•" fear 
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fear that the Tide of Wickednefs will not be 
flopped whilft Religion is openly diftionoured. 
Virtue defpifed, and Vice and Prophanenefs 
are fo daring and triumphant, that Men cpm- 
mit them not only with Impunity, but Glo- 
ry in them, fo as to efteem it an Ad: of Gal- 
lantry to ridicule thdr SacreJ Office^ to con- 
temn thinp Sacred^ and an Ornament of Style 
to imprecate Damnation upon themfelves. Is 
not this a time for them that are Spiritual 
Watchmen^ and Overfeers of the Flock of Chrifi^ Ifi. ji.8. 
as they have a Concern for God's Honour, and ^g^ '^®" 
would prevent his Judgments falling upon us ; ^%. 
as they would confult the Honx)urand Intereft 
of their facred Order, and their own Reputa- 
tion, to concur with His Majefty's pious De- 
clarations for this purpofe, and cheerfully to 
embrace the AlTiftance of the Civil Power for 
the Vindicating of the Honour of God's Laws, 
the Stopping the Avenues to notorious Enor- 
mities, the breaking the hellifii Confederacies, 
and the taking out of publick View the conta^ 
gious Examples of bad Men ; and by thefe - 
Methods to prepare Men the better for the Rc- 
floration of godly Difcipline^ for the greater In- 
fluence of their Dodtrine, and good Example^ 
upon their Minds ? Is not this a Time for them 
CO favour the fuccefsfull Endeavours of the Sf^ 
cieties of Reformation^ which are levell'd at the 
flrong holds of Debauchery 3 and the Religious 
Societies^ that are now fpreading through the. 
Kingdom, that feem fo directly to tend to the 

Pro- 
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Promotiog the Power of Religion, fo far as 
they carry on thofe great Ends, ( wherein we 
may, I think, appeal to the whole Chriftian 
World whether they do not do it ) and readi- 
ly to accept of the Afliftance that is now, or 
hereafter may be given them by Chriftians of 
any Denomination, in the common Caufe of 
Chriftianity > And if they can think of any 
other or better Meafures than thofe that are 
recommended in theie Papers, that may pro^ 
mote tjhe Glory of Qod, and the Good of Souls, 
for whom Chrift died, and their own comfort- 
able Account of themfelves to Him that will 
2 Tim. 4* judge the Quick and Dead^ to engage in them 
'»*• without delay, with united Counfels and En- 
deavours, with double Diligeoce and j^eai, 
and in Conjundion with all the various Works 
of their Miniftry, among which their going 
Ads 2o. from Houfe to Houfe for the enquiring into the 
*^*«* Spiritual State of the Souls of thofe that are 
committed to their Charge, and the applying 
♦ Dr.StiU proper Directions, and Encouragements accor- 
^t^ae ^^"8'y> i^ ^^^ Judgment of the moft pious 
Bifioftf Divines I have had the Honour to know, 
w«ce. is thought to be a very ufefull Method, is what 
§^^ f^ one of the moft ^Learned Prelates of this Age 
the ciergf and Nation hath in his printed Charge to th9 
Jjrjfp^aj". Clergy of his Diocefs put them in mind of ; 
1 7»rfii- and which f another of our Learned Bi(hops 
>g^Sa. h^jj^ jq]j jjjis Sacred Order,' in his Pafioral 

p^J farcj publiihed by the particular Approbati- 
csre^p. on of tlic Utq Great Primate Arch-Si(hop TfU 



for Reformation of Manner f. 1 2 J 

fiftfon^ is to be lookton as the Foundation C an 
Exemplary Life being (uppofed } on which all 
the other parts of the IVfinifierial Officf may 
be well managed ; ana which he fays will 
feem no hard matter to fuch as have a right 
jfenfe of ^heir Ordination Vows, of the Digni- 
ty of their Fundion, or the Value of Souls. 

To the MAGISTRATES of all kinds. 
That they would make juft Refledlions upon 
that terrible and lading Imputation that they 
dp now lie under by His M a^efty V Proclamatiatt, 
C which is to be read Font times a Year in all 
Churches through the Nation ) and the aJ-^ 
drefs of the late Honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons to the King, </ tbeir ieitfg fo great a 
Caufe ej the Deham:herf ^nd Praphanenefs of the 
Kingdom^ hy their ill Example and Negligence 
in their Office : That they would confider, as 
hath, been obierved, how many Nations have 
been ruined, and Cities brought to a heap of 
Rubbifh for their Immoralities, which the 
Magiftrates Vigilance might have prevented : 
That their Power comes from God, the Foun- 
tain of all Power ; and that they are fuppofed 
to be entrufted with it for his Honour, and the 
Good of his People : That by their faithfully 
Executing the Laws againd Offenders, parti- 
cularly thofe that are made for the Honour of 
God, the SuppreiTmg of Prophaneneis and In^- 
piorality ; they are to be a Terrour to Evil 
doers i and in order tothis^ that they would 

there- 
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therefore remetrlber,Thit as the pooreft Wretch 
hath a Talent that iie mud render an Account 
of, they muft exped one day. to appear at a 
l^ribunal themfelves, and give an Account of 
the difcharge of^their Oaths and Trufts, of thei 
Employment of their Authority, and their 
other Advantages, and for the Deluge of Evils 
that either hath or may fall upon th^ Nation 
throujgh their wilfull Negled of their Duty ; 
L11k.i2.48. for our Bleded Saviour hath told us. That unties 
whomfoever much is given^ of him fball he much 
required. And the Authour of the Book of 
. Wifdem thus expredes himfelf to this purpofe; 
Wifd. ^.i. ^^^^^ therefore^ (X yr Kings^ and underfiand ; 
learn ye that he "fudges of the Ends of the Earth. 

a. Give ear^ you that rule the People^ and glory in 
the Multitude of Nations ; for Power is ^rven 

3- you of the Lord^and Sovereignty from the Highefl^ ' 
who fball try your Works ^ and fear ch out your 

4. Counfeli, hecaufe^ /^/ir^ Minifiers of his King^ 

dom^ you have not judged aright^ nor kept the 

' LaWy nor walked after the Counf el of God. Hor^ 

5- rihly and fpeedily fball he come upon you : for 
a Jharp Judgment /hall he to them that he in high 

6. Places. For Mercy will foon pardon the Mea^ 

I nefi:^ hut mighty Men fball IfO mightily torment 
ted. . r 

To the GENTRY and COMMONALTY 
of the Natiouy that they confider, That tho' 
they have not the particular Oaths and Vows, 
the Trulls and Authority of any of the Orders 

) have 
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I have mentioned, they have notwithflanding 
their Baptifmal Engagements upon 'em, which 
they own when they come to the Holy Com- 
munion i and that if they would acquit themr 
felves as Chriftians, they mud endeavout to 
be fuch in all their Relations; to behave 
theoifelves as good Magiftrates and SuIk 
jeds, as good Citizens, and Members of their 
Community, as well as good Mailers and Ser- 
vants, good Parents and Children ; but that 
they cannot be reafonably thought to be fo 
without having ^ Love to God, a Zeal for his 
Honour, or a Concern for the Welfare of their 
Neighbours, and of the Community of which 
they are a part ; and that it may be doubted 
whether they can have either if they can con- 
tentedly hear, without any Concern, Men 
openly affront their God, bid Defiance to his 
Laws, go on with a full Career to Deftruiftion, 
and bring Decay and Ruine upon their Coun- 
try, which, 'tis evident, they may ufe proper . 
andefTedual means to prevent, as particularly 
by their giving of Informations of enormous 
Ofiences to the Magiflrate, ( which I have in 
another place more largely infifted on } and 
which they have at this time fo fair an Oppor- 
tunity to employ as is offered them by the De- 
clarations of the Government, and the AflTi- 
flance of fuch Bodies of Chriflians that are 
not only in and about this City, but that are 
fpreading through the Cities and Corporations 
of the Kingdom* And do you think it diiho- 

^ nourabic 
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nourabie for you to con(:eaI any Offences that 
endanger the Government, or any Injuries 
thatare done your Neighbour, when you caa 
do biofi right by the bare difcovering of it to' 
the Magturate? Is it reckoned an ASk of Bra- 
very to adventure your Live$ in the taking of 
a Thief, or a Murtherer ? An Ad of Charity 
to prevent ^ny Injuty to your F^eighbbur in 
his civil Concerns, to hinder a Fool or a Lu- 
natick from wounding of his Body, or de- 
firoying his Life > And is not a fincere endea- 
^ vour to prevent the publick Diffionour of the 
J^amcy the Day^ and the Jtunvs of OdJj by ac- 
quainting the Magiftrate with thefe high Of- 
fences, in order to the Suppreffing of them,- 
as is done with general Approbatiqn and Ap- 
plaufe in other ordiiiary Cafes, when Men's pri- 
vate Rights, the Security of the Government, 
or the Welfare of the Nation is concerned, an 
honourable Work, and becoming Chriftians i 
Does it become a Soldier of Chrill Jefus to lee 
iiira publickly affronted ; to hear his Name 
iind Wounds mentioned oftner in horfid Oaths' 
and Execrations than in ferious Difcourfes ; his^ 
Laws trampled on ; aind their Fellow-Chrifti- 
ans to live in the open Commiflioh of fiicb Sins 
as manifeftly tend to bring great Calamities up- 
6n theni in this \yorlcl, to deftroy their Souls, 
and draw down Nitionatl Judgments, with- 
out taking any kind of Notice of tliefe things, 
and only for fear of meeting with reproach- 
M Wotdsr, or rude Treatment ( which yet the' 

Mr-' 
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^ffogiftrate, if he hath a juft fenfe of hisDuty^ 
will not fufler ) from a hardned Oflender, or 
the Advocates of Vice ; from fuch whol^ 
Commendations a virtuous Man would be in- 
clined to look on as a real Disparagement, and 
their CDmpany a Scandal, and wheo, in the 
pUcharge of yi^hat they juftly apprehend to be 
their Duty, they may have^ for their Comfort 
and Support, fome of the great Rewards of 
Religion in ^ this World, the Approbation of 
their own donfciences,and of good Men, with 
the hopes of an Everlalling Re ward on the other 
fide of the Grave? Can\ this be imagined to be 
a fignificatioQ of a ZjcsA for God, of our iav- 
ing Him with all our Hearts^ &c. or our Neigh* Matt. 
iour as our felvesf Does this Behaviour a- ^^'^' 
dorn the Gofpel ? Would the Chridians of old 
have thought well of it ? Or is itfuflicient for 
us to call our (elves the Difciples of tbeBleded 
Jefus, who went ahout doing good^ without en- Aft-«o-3*'- 
deavouring^ in any degree, to follow his glori- 
ous Example? 

Herein then our Gentry and Commonalty 
feem to have a great Opportunity of further- 
ing the Work of Reformation : But this is not 
«11 the Advantage they have, if the Laws that 
relate to Religion are upon fo many and fuch 
momentous Confiderations thus Zeatoufly to 
be put in Execution, it is, 1 think, evident^ 
that not only thofe Perfons that violate and 
contemn thofe Laws, but thofe that are un- 
concerned for,, and difcourage the Execution 

' » ' of- - 
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^ of them, Cannot, with any Colour of Reafonii 

qSff be efteemed Friends to their Country, but ra- 
Maf^ifba- ther as unworthy to live in it, and enjoy the 
ne wi^. ^^^™^o>^ Benefits of it • * and if fo, they are 
ttLnda re- unquellionably much more unfit for, and 
pubiica unworthy of Tofts of Honour and Tru^ • and 
^'^. *bofe that concern themfelves for the Eleftion 
tepiidi. or Promotion of fuch Perfonsyopublick^la- 
maxim* ^^> ^\^^^ Men of Virtue may be eafily found 
cos qui re.«to accept of them, and perhaps ofier theni- 
natoria kh^s to their Choice,^ upon the account of 
grfdum** ^heir Titles or Eftates, of their Relation or 
obtinent, Friendfliip to them, and I think I may fur* 

Taudalrfa ^^^^ ^^^» ^^^ '^^^^ ^"8 ^^ ^^^^^ Fadiou or 
svTpabiica Party, may defervedly be judged to behave 

I" ^^*^" themfelves i^ery unbecoming good Common* 
sm& ma- Wealths- Men and good Chridians, to aA 
? ^^ therein as very mifchievoos Members of the 
eTftukL Community, and even Enemies to their Re- 
honores ligion and Country j on the confrary, they 
turTquare ^^^ are truly Religious, who not only keep 
legibus the. Laws themfelves, but are diligent to ex- 
**^*e3eT ^^^^^ ^^^ Laws, or zealoufly encourage and 
foipros ut ^^^^ others in the furthering the Execution 
quoniai of them, are to be looked on, by thofe that 

d£qtie "^^^^ ^"y J*^^ pretence to Virtue, as Benefa- 
fit bono- Gtoxs to the Community, of which they are 

'"obano- M^™^^""^* ^^ propcr Pcrfous to be honourably 
S^^com^ diftinguiihed, which it behoves all Men to 

mendaca, 

his honosdebeatur. Unde in antiquorum rebufpub. flatus, areas triumpha'- 

)es, fepulchra pubiica, laudationes, & alia id genus meritis Cribaauciv. 

Gon- 
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cbnfider, who ire any ways cdhcefhed in,.g . 
this Matter, and would Ihew their fiocere ^»^ ^«y 
Regard for the Intereft of Religion, ot their f^ <<rt«* 
Country, particularly * the Gentry and Com. ^'£1% 
ffionalty of ^^g/aW, to whom 1 am addrfeffing tT;r<»i «,'. 
my felfi in the Eledion of their Reprefe'nta- '«*• ,«'^- 
tives in Parliament, of Magtftrates in Corpo- «^Jfc. 
rations, and Subordinate Officers in them^ and '^<"* f»- 
all other Places throughcyit the Kingdom, on '*'^*f " 



whofe Behaviour the Welfare of the Nation TMiriuf 
do§s fo much depend, J eft when they might 2'«"'''"?''» 
have ferved the true Interefts of Religion and J2 w 
the Nation, by their making Choice of fuch % rit 
worthy Perfons as might have pro^d great ^*^ *^ 
Bleflingsto us, if they had been thus employ- t«v'S-^ 
ed, by their Faithfulnefs* in their Trufts, and ^** ^^ 
by 4he happy lofluedce of their g<Jod Exam- /i!il*i. 
pic ; they, on the other hand, by being inftru- *"« •»> 
mental in the Eledion or Promotion of vici- T'^t*'* 

, ous Men, efpecially after the evil of their do- *iAlS- 
ing fo is reprelented to them, may perhaps ';** '^^f 
draw a Guilt upon themfelves of Fartakitig ift^jjiH^v 
other Mens 5/w, of being Accedoryj in fome'*oo'««' 
degree, to the lUifchief that is done by the "^^ ^'** 
Negligence and Unfaithfulnefs of fuch Perfons llnt'^it 

In their Duty whom they make Choice of, as ^ *=«- 
well as by the malignant Influence of their ill ^J^'J. 
Examples upon others. Hatl> God Almighty <u<J^\St 

.ri-mvvlKitt 0fMia>{ thnn^i, ¥ $ v^i^-iuv '9epti(Ji<uf, ^MvTetf, t«- 
ya/* «d rirtpvn K»)um< invjUi "f >hla'( -rtKirtHs ^tsu toui^u. tit jt 
vMtint e#«\W§ T97t ^ w ^wwr, irtTt CUrtdyvfiiSstr. Hoc Pat b p 5 1 1. 

K ^aid 
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t i^w-afaid by the Prophet, t Them that hnour mf^ / 
^^' pi// honour ; and they thdt Jefpife me^ fhall he 
llp/ioi-tf. lifhtly efteemeJ^ Hath Holy David faki, || Mine 
Eyes (hall he upon the Faithjull of the Land^ 
that they may dwell with me : He that walketb 
in a perfect way^ he /hall ferve me. Hath the 
King lately declared in Kis Proclamation^ That 
vicious Men are a Dif credit to his Kingdom ^ 
and that he will difcountenance and puni(h Jmm<h 
rality and Prophanenefs in Per fans ofthehi^fi 
and Utveff degree^ particularly in fuch as are 
employed near his Royal Perfon*^ and fhat^he 
tvill^ upon all Occafiontj diflinpiifh Men of Piety 
and Virtue hy Marks ofhii Royal Favour? And 
laftly, hath the Commons of -£^/^»^/, aflem* 
bled in a late Parliament, in their Humhle 
Addrefs to His Majefty, rcprefented t^ Him, 
Ithat the Debauchery of the Nation is chiefly 
owing to the Ifegligence and ill Example ofMa^ 
gift rates ; and that the countenancing and prefer^- 
ring of Virtuous J and the dif cour aging of Vicious 
Men^ is a proper way to fupprefs it i And canf 
any that have any Principles of Virtue, and 
Love to their Country, thit (hall duly and 
impartially confider this, be inftrumental in 
promoting of prophane and vicious Men to 
Places of Honour and Authority, and fhufe to 
Cntrufl" with them the high Concerns of Reli- 
gion and our greateft Temporal . Intcrefts ?' 
How far Tgnorance, Prejudice, or Inconfidera- 
tion, may have hitherto been an Excufe for 
any concerned herein, I ihaU not prefume to 

deter- 
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iJctcrmine, but I may be allowed to fay, that, i?prdo,vin 
'tis to be hoped, it will not l)e hereafter pre- S^SIS 
tended by any Men who are fincerely concer- cimen e-,, 
hed for the Honour and Irftereft of Religion^ J^^ JjJ* 
and the Security and Profperity of their (xHjn- lex fait 
try, who having this Matter laid before them, Cic«ro) , 
fliali not only confider the fatal Confequences omnUir 
bf their own ill Condud: in this Matter, but mzv^tt , 
the matty and almoft usfpeakable Evils that „e*Jj£j' 
this Nation hath fo long groaned under by the injeuai tk- 
Efeaion and Prorfiotion of wicked Men to Pla- J^J^y 
fces of Honour or Power j and, on the cdn* yitii par-,. 
trary, what a Glorious face of things We might jjgf ^'f '^• 
expe<a to fee if Men of all Ranks, as vi^ell as ig. J Jl^; 
thofe to whom I am addreffing my felf, would ac- * rieieai 
quit thenifelv0jherein,as Natural tteafon as well !^ll^?: 
as Religion may convince thent they ought, nator«; 
in the^Wlcoura|lng or Oppofitig, in their fe- 9°*^ j^ 
veral Stations, the Eledion and Promotion of ^^s jJnfirv 
Wicked Men to pql|lick Pofts, and thereby mum, in; 
keeping them from ooing. fo much Mifchief as ^^"^Jf,^ 
they have undeniably the greateft Advantage vaiidpm ^ 
for their doiqg iti them. And if WjC will riot ^^JJ^^'con^ 
be moved herein by either Religious or Civil faipti, ' 
Coriftderations^ /I muft ask leave to fay^ that »"f^f"P^%^ 
we are /unk , below Hea^henifm in this ^j^y^rclj 
ffefpedl, the fotaerly famousi ^ ^omdn and a?« ^m^- 

. , ■ •; ^ .;.>.. , . .s. y- .;.,.. ,, mrH,f0l.7.^ 

, In piuribus Romirt'um Scnatum imitantur Decurionqj, nee minor an-, 
nis » 5 decurio creabarur, nee itiajqr 55, ijiericis cnim, & facultatibus dig- 
niOimi tligebsinti^tiy Paneiroluf de l^giftra, fil J, ^^ :; .-j :,i^ 

Eadcm forma in elcgendis Duqinviris, .ijuae in creaiidis DeciirionibO^; 
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tApud^ t Grecian Common* Wealths having had % great 
moiiioT I'egard to Virtue in the Choice of their Sena-» 
ScnatuiSc tors and Magiftratcs, which (eems to have 

vSpo- ^^^" ^^^ ^^ ^^ grcateft Caufes of their Stabi- 
tius & Kty and Profperity. And herein our Gentry 
foffraga. ^"^ Copmonalty have likewife raanifeftly 
bantur' greater Advantages and Opportunities for the 
Namvir- Promoting of the Work of Reformation^ for 
dpnUu- tl^ making one brave Effort for the Intereft 
bita fait of Religion and Virtue, for the Honour and 
inl^ib^ Welfare of England^ and thereby to recover 
omnibus the former Glory of their Anceftors, who 
^^*l^am' ^^^^ Famous for their Virtue, and Love to 
in miAuf- their Country, and which appeared fo glori* 

visMagir 

ftratibus conferendis^ Nic.Crag Ripen, de Rep. Laceddm. Et Potato de hac re- 
pub, ica dixfC: C^^KOtiv ^, S AAXjU^tuiAiytoiy <j%Ta >#7f ^A| iuSv hm^ 
J^JivoAy on 9rmeL ^ 'WJ^rQi^ n^ fieta-iKtitt^jy }<twT$iA<tiApifH(m9,ii'\MP'^ 
^ivov rifltw a^ t^^^ vifitli. Non enim, inquit, iii civicace ho^ores> ide^ 
in pretio efle^ quod is qui eosgerat, diviriis excellac, &c. EtDemoftke^ 
ms Graecus fcribit, tantum tv^ KtthSf dTJAf, in ordinem Senatornoi co- 
optari. JEus deinde jufta lege quafi annuaria definita in Senatoribus fuic 
•nnorum fexaginta. Csetemm vita honefle ifta in Senatoribus praecipu^ 
defiderabatur, Crsg Hk 1 1. p. ri 3, 1 14. 

Judidum apud Athenienles confUtuebatur quod ilH AtuyMmav voca- 
banty in quo Senatonim quiledi erant> viu diligent^r ex^uirebacur, Si^ 
£9nius de RepMica Atkentenfium^ lib. 3. p. 492. ^ ^ 

Qmnes o(K>rtebat Magiftratus vies morumque fuoruni antequam Ma- 
giftracum inirent rationem in foro apud judices reddere, ne quis Magiflra- 
tum ullunv gerere poflet, qui impudicitiJB aut alio curpimdinb genere no- 
UtnsbA^ySigomWylth. iKi.p. ^"^z, 

Novein viri antequam ailumerentur ad Magiflratbm ilium de omni vita 
aQa caufam dic^re folebant, quod ii nullam dedecoris labem perpetua in- 
noc^ntia contraxifle videbantur, ad rlui i^x^^ adfumebantur, deinde Ma<- 
gfftratus gedi caufam dicentes, rationefque ferentes, ii turn quoque inno* 
eentes , ufquequaque aypatuident, )d Areopagidcum Senatum conicribanr- 
tur, Sam^ Petitus de Leg, Jttkh, ffl 190. Introduccbantur autem omnes 
illi Magiftratus (^rum antea&am vitam expendi, & earn inquiri oportec. 
Pet f 223. ^ 

lioaatisOratio Areopagitica;^. 185. •OUS 
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ous in the Heroes of the Gentile World. And 
for the Encouragement of thofe that are defli- 
tiite of the Advantages of Riches and Honours, 
of Authority and Learning, to ufe their Dili- 
gence and Zeal in the Inftances I have given, 
or in any other Expreflions of. their Duty for' . 
the Promoting of this Work, f I will put them t Si quis 
in mind, that it hath been long obferved, thatf^^^"' 
thePerfons who have been thought to have veiit, om- 
performed the bra veft A(3:rons, and done the ^^ ^^^ 
grcateft Service to the World, have frequent- maximam 
ly been Men of obfcure Birth and Parentage, ?*«««* 
who were without Riches and Honours, and^n^Loc 
often, I conceive, without Learning • of which toto ter- 
a multitude of Inftances might be given, ifSfJcTpr^ 
'twas ncceflary here to infert them. That ftantiorw 
though 'tis freely allowed, that Authority and J65"^* 
KLiality, when they are accompanied with inter oe- 
Virtue, as they ought to be, or when they are "">« «vi 
ihe Rewards of ir, * which too feldom hap- cxceiiS^* 
pens, are truly honourable, and enable thofe runt, auc 
that haye thiem to be more ferviceable to th6 ^^"^^ 
Intered of Religion, and the Good of Mankind, ieaolo- 

CQcdicos, 
& prpgnatos fuifle abjeftis parendbus. 

Non eft praerereundum tnaximorum virorum plerofque patres ignqratqs, 
fliatres impudicas fuifle, ScaltM^, 

* Alii pro pecania emunt Nobilitatem, alii illaiQ lenocinio, alii vene- 
ficiis, alii parricidiis; multis perditio nobUicatetn coaciliat, pletiq; adula* 
tipne, detra£^ione^ calumniis, &c. j^tpfa tU vmiit. S^itn. 

Aude ali(]uid brevibus gyaris, auc catcete dignum, Si vis tSk ali^ 
quid. ^ 

' Iildigniflunus digniiHmQ pnpfertnr, pleranquc ilUudatus laudatifli- 
mo. 

file oiucem fceleris pretium culic, hie diadema. 
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which is their proper fiufincfe; but when they 
are feparated from Virtue, they render thofe 
that poflefs them tmly fcandaions, and highly 
*Vt om- pernicious. * 'Tis true likey^ife, That wheq 
^^fic^ii- Learning is moderately purfued, and for the 
Service of Religion, and Good of the World, 

?e!Aperan. ^^ ^^ ^^^ innoceht and laudable, and the Ad- 
tia labored Vantages of it fbr thofe ends are confeft ; yet 
mm, Sen. ftis plain, frofji too fad Experience, that 'ti$ 
too generally fought upon bafe Confiderati* 
ons, and frequently applied to very ill Puf- 
pofes • as is allowed, when ^tis made ufe of fojf 
the Raifing of Herefies, the Adulterating or 
Confounding the Simplicity of the Chriftiari 
Podlrine with Philofophical Notions and Pi- 
ll intStions, or to the raifing and continuing 
of unneceflary and dangerous difputes out of 
Pride and Vanity, of Paflion or Worldly In^ 
terefl, to the difturbing of the Peace of the 
Church, the Ruine of Charity, and manifeft 
Injury of Religion, f But as Virtue may be ob- 
tained withour^reat Natural parts, or acquired 
Knowledge, as is evident by the Lives of the 
common Body of Chriftians in the firft Ages,and 
is (I honourable without any^. Ornaments from 
Birth and Honour, Authority or Learning ; fo 
it makes Men capable of doing much good : 
virtus, L^t them cdnfider not only this ; but further, 

qois in eo ' 

quem vetexafcentem videat ad gloriam, generis antiquitatem defiderat ? 

' Sed geniis & proavos & quss non fecimus ipd, Vix ea nofira voco. 

Tota licet veteres exornent undique cerse atria^ NQbilicas foU eft atque 
unicavi^tQSv 



f Faucis 
t>^us ejll 
literisad 
mentem 
bonam. 

fl Nobili- 
tas nil a- 
liud (it 
qnam 
cognita 
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That it pleafcs Almighty God fometimes^ as it 
feems, to raife the Spirits of Men above their 
natural pitch for great Performancfes, to make 
ufe of mean and contemptible Inftruments, in 
Humane Appearance, to bring about the great 
Ends of his Providence, whereby his Wifdom . 
and Power is more vifible, ahd the Pride of 
Man is more humbled; and that among the 
various In({ances of this kind, which Sacred 
and Prophane Hiftory acquaint us with, he 
did fo in the Publiftiing of Chriftianity, when 
he chofe the foolifl) things of the World to coH" i Cor. i. 
found the Wife y and the voeakthhigs of the World ^' 
to confound the things which are Mighty : when 
he Commiffioned a few mean and illiterate Per- 
fons to Preach the Gofpe!, which notwith- 
ilanding prevailed over the Policy and Lear- 
ning, the Worldly Intereft and Prejudice, the 
Strength' and Oppofition of the World ; and 
that as then not many Wife Men after the Flefh^ 1 Cor f 
not imany Mighty^ not many Mohle were called ; *^ 
fo in the Ages fmce, though there hath been 
of all Conditions, as well Noble, as Ignoble ; 
Learned, as Illiterate; Kings, and Philotophers • 
Emperours, and Stajef-men, who have been 
truly devoted to Religion, and have (hewed 
the mighty Power and Energy of it, and ar 
domed the Ages in which they have lived ; 
yet it hath been a general Obfervation a- 
mong Heathens as well as Chriftians, and 'tis* 
a terrible one for great M^n to refle(3: upon, 

K 4 *Th« 
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• Luxuti; * That Riches and Honours do in the Naturp 

JcbuTpk- ^f ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ corrupt Mens Minds, arc 
runquefc- great Clogs to Wifdom, mighty Obflru(9:ion$ 
v£vt. i" ^^^ Bufinefs of the Chriftlan Warfare to 
regrinos ' thofc that poflefs them : And therefore, That 
obfccena j^p Great and the Noble are too generally di- 
TOorS in- vertecl and carried away from the One thin^nc- 
tuiit,,tur- cejfary^ the working out of their own Salvati- 
?un^^-^ on, ^pd conifequently their being concerned 
cuia luxu for that of others, by the vioIent^Temptati- 
^*Yj"® ons that their Condition expofes and fubjedls 
Pecuniis them to, whjch Perfons pf a lower Rank are 
augetur niuch without J whercforc our Saviour hath 
imprpbi- ^^^^-j y^ j^^^ 11^^^^ ^^ is for a Rich Man to enr 

Diviri« ter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; out of .«a 
hqueidh^ fenfe whyeof a great numbjer of Chriftiansin 
boii. moft, if not all Ages, have refufed Titles and 
Divitiae Honours, and have renounced Riches and 
turisIJmt Worldly Grandeur : Nay, Princes and Poten- 
comites. tatcs, Klfigs and Qijeens, have forlaken their 

bir^TfidTs^^^ arid Territories, for a 

privata bo- fafe and happy Retirement : And it according- 
FoitliM ^y appears, . by the Account th^t is given pf 
quern ni- the Endcavours that have been fo fuccefsfull 
miumfo- towards a National RcformatiDn,That as they 
tumfacit. ^^^^ ^^^ bcgun, fo they haVe not been aflift- 
ed by many of the Rich and Mighty, but by 
|jMatrh.i9. Perfons of a lower Rank, who fubmitted to te 
^li H re^^j^Qf^gj Difturbers of the publick Peace, Im- 
prudent and Hypocritical Perfons, &^f . as the 
Chriftians of eld were by the Heatheas, and 

as 



•s 



for Reformation of Manners. 1 37 

95 fuch will hardly fail to be who ma corrupt 
Age (hall faithfully go about toconvincefome 
Men of theirs Lukewarmnefs and negled; of 
their Duty, and to difturb the Generality in ^ 
their Vices, for the effeding a National Refor- 
mation ; who were willing, I fay, to bear the 
Cenfures, the auel Mockings, and the Frowns 
of the World, and perhaps fome of them to 
hazard their Lives for the Vindicating of the 
Honour of the Laws of Qod, the Good of 
Souls, and the Service of their Country ; and ^ 
that though it may perhaps be exped:ed from 
the Charaifter of fome few of the Great and 
Noble among us, who feem to be much more ^ 
honourably diftinguilh'd from thofe of their 
own Rank, by their Virtue, than they arc 
from thofe below them, by their Quality, that 
they have it in their Inclinations, as it feems . 
tp be in their Power, with God s Blefling, to , 
be Inftrumenfs of Reforming us from publick 
Prophanenefs and Immoralities; yet, that 'tis 
flili to be feared, that great Men will not ge- 
nerally at Itail obtain of themfelves to declare 
for opprefled Virtue, and engage in its Caufe 
till it hath regained its Reputation more ge- 
nerally in the World, and it is accounted a 
MarJc of greater Infamy to be vicious. 

Prophanenefs and Debauchery have, in 
truth, been ever Infamous in the Opinions of 
the wife and good Men in all Ages of the 
"^orld, and (reared as fuch by thcr Religion 

and 
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'^ and Lawis of H^then N^ions, as w^;!! as by 
the Chriftian Religion, and the Laws of our 
own Country ; which Juftice and Temperance, 
ChaOiLty and Truth, never were, that I kn<\w 
of^ by any ;- nay, there have never, I conceive, , 
been many Moi fo lofl: to the Notions of Good 
and Evil, as ferioufly to fet a Mark <^ Infamy 
upon lome Men for their Virtue, or to make 
Panegy ricks upon others {oft their Vic^ • and 
* neither the Number or the Qpality of thofe 
that are guilty of Propfaanends and Debau- 
chery can any more alter the Nature of them^ 
or can take oSf them that Infamy that the 
Law of God, the Laws of Nations, and the 
Law of Nature have fixe on them, than they 
can the Nature of Murther, Bribery, or Theft ; 
and as they are infamous in their Nature, they 
will every diy more appear to be fo, if we, 
continue to make our v]goroi)is Efforts againft 
them. It will not ere long be thought ae^^ 
ditable for Men of an inferior Rank to be car? 
ried through the Streets before the Mdgiftrate, 
or to be put in the Stocks, to do there pub- 
lick Penance for the Vio^tion of Divine and 
Humane Laws : Or will it be Honourable for 
Men of Title or Authority, who have thought 
themfelves^ unfit for gentile Conversation withf 
put a large ihare of Lewdnefs, hav€ reckoned 
jtt Wit to JBlafpheme, and have, within our Me^ 
mories, 'tis believed, made their way to their 
Preferments by their Prophanenefs and De- 
bauchery^ to have the Penalties of thofe Laws 

. fevied 
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levied Upon them in the Sight of their Neigh- 
bours or their Country j to be upon Record ; 
and to be difabled for thofe Offences, for 
Places of Honour, of Publick and Private 
Trulls ; to be told before the Congregation 
Fonr times a Year by the King, irt his Fro* 
clamation^ that h^ reckons them to be a Dif- 
credit to bis Kingdom^ and ftridly Commands 
their being brought to Tunijbment ; and by their 
Mkiifter at the lame time, that they ought to 
be avoided by Men of Religion, to be. exclu- 
ded from Chriftian Communion till tjhey re- 
form, and that they will, unlefs they do fo, 
be ihut out of Heaven, and b&xoqdemned to 
unfpeakable and everlaHing Confufion and 
Torment i In fliort, we may ia^ little time 
fee a Drunkard, a Lewd or a Prophane Perfon, 
though a Man of the greated Quality or E- 
idate, who now pafies with too little Remark 
and Contempt, and is kept in countenance bv 
the Multitude of Of^nders of th& fame kirffi, 
make but a very fcurvy Figure, be afhamed 
to (hew himlelf in any Company, but of fuch 
as are like himfelf, abandoned of a fenfe of 
true Honour as well as Religion, and Ihunned 
by an but the unclean Herd of the Vicious and 
Prophane,^ who may ere long be afhamed of 
bne another in the JMght of the Sun, and may 
be forced to coriverfe, or rather to have their 
gangs as Higb-way^-Meii, Clippers and Coi- 
ners have, in dark Comers, ^nd in continual 
fear of being difcovered* This is part of the 
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Glorious Profpcd that we have in vie\^, whilft 
we continue to make our vigorous Efforts a- 
gainft Vice and Prophanenefs : And is there 
, any doubt whether they that acquit them- 
felves in this Noble Enterprize as they ought 
will entitle themfelves to great Acknowledg- 
' meats from the pi-efent Age, and from Pofteri- 
ty, fince the Influence of their good Example, 
and the happy Effeds of their pious Endea- 
vours, may laft to fucceeding Ages, as long as 
the Nation, and perhaps the World may laft ^ 
Let then the Men of the World, 'whofe 
Hopes terminate with this Life, purfue Ho- 
nours and Titles, ana what in their foolifh 
Language they call their Worldly Advantages; 
let them that think of no other Happinefs, 
court popular Air, iptrigue and fawn, drudge 
and fcramble for little parcels of Earth, Mj|iich 
- if they meet with are theur Pprtion, attended 
ao»p£-with Fear and Envy, Jealoufie and Hatred, 
antfiwii ^xiety and Grief, * which are their fecrep 
^■j^T" and almoft conftant Tormentors, and ptiake 
^lifflis them as the Scripture exprefles it, as thf 
aptfiwtu- fygy^igj Sea that cannot refl t But let thofe that 
SoS^ can look on thefe deluded and miferable Souls 
to pnifaa- y,,itjj j jyft pity . that know tl^e Plpafures of 
SiriSr Innocence j that are acquainted with the 

Quemmihi regemdabis non curis plenum ; nondiadema afpicias, Ted 
vitam affUalone refcrtam, non catervas fatellitii, fed curaru multitudinc. 

Cur tu hos Evzfi& putes, quos diriconfcia fadi Mens habec attonitos & 
furdo verbere c«det Occulco quatiente animo tortore flag^llum ? 

Non ^Qii" g^^® ne(jaQ confuhris fummovec lidor miferos tufliulcus 
mentis & curas laqueata circ^ni tcSa Tolanjps. . ' 
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Triumphs of Confcience that arife from the 
fenfe of their having ferved their God, their 
Coumiry, and themTelves; that hope, after a 
few Years, for an Everlafting Inheritance, and 
unfpeakable Joy at God's Right-hand ; that 
believe that our Blefled Saviour f ChriB "Jefus t ijottj l. 
was manijefted that he tiiighi Jefiroy the Works 
of the Devil^ think it more honourable to be 
employed in the Promoting the fame Glorious 
Defign to the utmoft of their E^ower, and by 
all Chriftian Methods, according to their Abi* 
lities ahd Opportunities, than to be Favourites 
of the greateft PHnce, than to be Matters of 
the World. We (hall itfleed meet with many 
Difcouragements, and much Refifiance in thefe 
Endeavours. The Reformation of a Nation, 
particularly that is fo very degenerate, that a 
great part of it feem%to z6t as if it had entred ^ 
into a Combination againft Religion, cannot 
be thought to be an eaite Work; we never, I 
fuppofe, heard of fuch a one in any Age that 
was effeded without Oppcfition. The firft 
Attempts, efpecially of a National Reformati- 
on, unlefs they have the Advantages of Power, 
of Intereft, or of Numbers of Men to fupport 
them, muft be attended with great Dimcul- 
ties ; thofe that are engaged in them may ex- 
ped to wreftle not only againft the Paffions 
and Lufis of private Men, but againft Princi- E^c.i*. 
palities and power s^ againft the c>crength and 
Policy of the Prince, as well as Men of this 
Worlds fmce thofe that moil need Reformation 

will 
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witl mod: explode the Attempts ofit, ariddp^ 
pofe it ; atid amotig them there witl be often 
fiich met with as by their Qiiality oi" Ihtereft, 
their Power or their Authority, will be mod 
capable to obftriid: it ; and there will be others, 
who, when they h^ve not Power, or they date 
-not openly oppofe the Undertaking, will be 
fpreading: their Jealoufies, that (bntt fecular 
•Interefl: or dangerous Defign is carrying orf 
under fuch plaufible Pretences, and will ufe 
their utmdd diligence to find Fault With the 
manner (how regular foever it be } of its be- 
ing carried oh, or to raife Objediptis againft 
the Perfons engaged li^it; and when they can- 
not find any real ones, they will have recourfe 
to their Inventions, to down-right Slanders, 
to mir*repreient them, as the Heathen Perfe- 
tutors did the Martyrs^ to expofe them the 
fiiore to the People's Hatred and Rage; nay^ 
and that which makes the Work yet the more 
difficult is, that there will not be wanting an- 
other kind of Men, and indei^d, I conceive,^ 
foffle of the word fort of Enemies to fuch a 
Defign, who through fome unhappy Principles 
6r Prejudices Will not ody be content to fit 
dill thfemfelvej, and to be unconcerned in this 
Matter, but perhaps to excufe thjerafel ves froraf 
giving that Affiftance which might otherwife 
be with Modefty expeded from them j and to 
prevent the Cenfure that may be apt to fall 
At>on^ them for their ill Cbiidud, will be very 
ready to dedare the Attempts of this kind im- 

pracSticabley 
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pradiCable, unfeafonabje, or impnidetit, as 
they do mod other things of the fame na^ 
tare; which, ^tis much to be both feared and 
lamented, many of them want either 2Leal, or 
perhaps Honefty to undertake, which Men of 
no lefs true Wddom, ( if that Principle, whe* 
tber it be called Caution or Policy, that keeps 
IVfen firom doir^ their Duty, deferves the Name 
of FoUy, rather than Wifdom, ) not only at^ 
tempt, but furmount the appearing Difficulties ^ 
of. But tho' Refiftance to the firft Attempts 
of Reformation from the Powers of Darkpels 
and the , corrupt Nature of Man might be 
forefeen, and may have been experienced by 
thofe concerned in the Tran(aAions I have gt« 
veto an account of, and may be fliil expeded 
in ibme meafure in the Profecution of it ; yet 
as 'twas at firft nccefliry to undertake it, fo 
'tis ftili as neceifary to puriue it. Nay, the ' 
higher the Tide of Debauchery and Propbane- 
defs runs, the more evident Reafon there is foi" ' 
us to look to our Banks, to u(e all proper Me^ 
thods for the Oppofmg of it, and the more 
generous and brave is the Oppofition, uate& 
^tis more reaibnable to give way to it, and 
expe<^ an Inundation of Wickedness and Ruine, 
than to endeavour to prevent ir^ fmce as th6 
Cafe will grow the worfe, and niore defpe* 
/ rate by the delay, fo the Objedlions that are 
now made againft it will t^eby grow the 
ilroflger. 

fjtf 
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Let th«n the Oppofition td this Enterprize 
be as great and defperate, and from as various 
Oufes as we can well fuppofe it ; if tbofe who 
are engaged in it do fincerely propofe God s 
Glory and the Good of Mankind in their En- 
deavours ; it they often turn their Thoughts 
within themfelves, as well as upon the Faults; 

Phil. 1.1 5. of others, and endeavour /# ife hlamelefi and 
hannlefsy and without Rehukt in the midfi of a 
perverfe Generation j if they continue to take 
great Care that their G)nduA in this^ Affair be 
r^ular, governed by the Laws of the Land^ 
and the Precepts of their Religion, remem^ 
bring that the Goodnefs of no end can make 
Evil meatis lawfull, and as free as far as 'tis 
poffible from Imprudencies and Tnadverteo- 
cies, to which the wifeft and bed Men arefub^ 
j&Gty and therefore are no reafonable Objefti-* 
) on againft a good Defign to honed Men, that 
know how to give all jufl; Allowances to Hu- 
mane Frailties in a Work of Difficulty, where- 
in many unexpeded Occurrences will arife. 
Numbers of Men are engaged, and who will 
be fometimes taken uoprepar'd and at difad- 
vanta^e by bad and defigning Men, who will 
not fail to wait for their Halting, and to im* 
prove all kind of Axivantages againf): them; 
if they go on with Diligence and Refolution, 
confidcring that iSe^^m^^n's DireAion, Whatever 

f,cdi'9iothy Handjindeth to do^ do it with thy Mighty 
in this Work feems more efpecially to be re- 
garded by ttiofe who are employed in it, a 

Woe 
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Woe being pronounced againft them that ^^'jfo^^^^ 
ihetVork rfthe Lord ^deceitfully ^ and a Crown j[-g^|^i/^^" 
of Life being promifed to "Axtmtbat are faithfuU^^y* 2. id. 
to Death • if, laftly, they cry mightily to God, 
to whofe Omnipotence no Difficulties are 
inffiperable, and without whom nothing is 
ilrong, do means can attain their end, for his 
grflcious Diredion and teidrcifiill Afliflance in 
«L Work of Hazard and Difficulty^ whefein 
Wifdom and Conftancy, the Spiritual Ariilour 
of the Gofpel is requilite, the Honour and 
Intereft of Religion, and the Good of Souls 
feem to be fo mtich concerned, to prevent their 
being aflaulted with fuch violent Temptations 
that might overcome them, or to give them' 
fuch extraordinary Supports and G)mforts as 
may enable tbem to bear up under them ; and 
they humbly depend more upon hi$ Diredion 
and Bleffing than their own Diligence afid 
Condudt, confidering xhit the Zeal we have for 
Gods Honour, and the Succefs of it is fronfi 
Him ; that our beft Endeavours herein,as well 
as our other Performances, will havfe a great 
mixture of Humane Frailty ; and that after all < 
we fhaOdo voe JhaO le but unprofitahle Servant sM^^^l^^^ 
If they thus go on witli Sincerity, with Pru- 
dence, with Courage, with Humility, and 
truft in God, they may, f think, face all the 
World, we may footi fee what Courage Vied 
hath, whether Prophanenefs and Debauchery 
will be able to hotd up their heaJds vf^ith thfeir 
Supporters, ( which they have too Jonjg had 

b • ^ithinf 
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within our Memory } as Religion hath often ' 
done without them, and when the Powers of 
the World have been againft it. No, Sin is of 
the Nature of the Devil, its Author, cowardly 
and fneaking, and will, with God's Bleflfing, 
give way when thus oppofed, which thofe con- 
cerned in the Tranfadions I have given an 
Account of have experimented, and who 
have had fo great Succefs, as makes it 
very evident that a general Concurrence of 
good Men may, with God's Bleifing, eSe£t a 
general Reformation ; but if the Concurrence of 
Men of Religion ihould not prove fo univerfal 
as is hoped it will, or if our Endeavours fhould 
not fucceed to a National Reformation, as is 
propofed, we may however hope to do a gre^t 
deal of good ; we ihall bear our Teftimony to 
Religion againfl: the Corruptions of the Age, 
and we cannot,, I think, fail of giving a great 
'Check to publick Wickednefs; and though we 
fhould not after all, by our Prayers and En* 
deavours, prevent the Deluge of Calamities 
that threaten us, an Ark may mercifully be 
provided for us, we may deliver our own 
Souls, and it will then be known who they 
are that are to be thanked that a thorough 
Reformation was not etfeded, andthe Mifery 
of the Nation prevented ; not only thofe who 
bydefperately difcouragingand oppofing pious 
and proper Endeavours for Promoting a Re- 
formation,, feem to be of the Number of thofe 
^^J^'jll^that may be faid, in fomefenfe, to fight again fi 
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Godi but thofe likewife that defpifed the War- 
nings we gave th^mof their Danger^ all the 
Perfuafions with Which we prefled them to fet 
about it, and would not be prevailed with to 
give any hearty AflSftance to the Work. Sup^ 
pofing then that we are to prepare, in the Pro- 
fecution of this Enterprize, for evilSurmifings 
and reproachful! Words j for Storms of Malice 
and ill Will; which the Enemy of all Good- 
nefs and the Paffions of Men may be expe(9:cd 
to raife, this, I conceive, may, now the Tide 
is turning, be generally the greateft Oppo- 
fition of the infatuated and (enfelefs Slaves of 
Vice ; for in Reverence to our common Na- 
ture I muft prelume, that there are few that 
will be declared Agents for the Devil, that 
are fo abandoned of all fenfe of Honour, all 
Concern for their Reputation, as to enter pub- 
lickly the Lifts, aad venture their Lives for his 
Service. And as wicked Men have therein the 
worft Caufe, they have, I think, no fettled and 
fleady Principles to a<3: upon, but little true 
Courage^ and not much Faith among them ; 
they will dften betray one another when Oc- 
cafion offers, and therefore we niay coriclude 
•bat they will never make a firm Aandagainft 
the united Body of gobd Men if they acquit 
themfelves as they ought in fo glorious an Un- 
dertaking. 

To the Men oj Re tiff on and Virtue of atl Kanki^ 
Orders^ and Denominations^ without dtftindion. 
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I ask leave therefore, in this common Caufe of 

^ Religion, humbly to apply my ielf. Your Re- 

ligion is avowedly attacqued by the defperate 

Rebels of Chriftianity, arid Enemies to Virtue • 

. your God is publickly diflionoured, yea, Ibme- 

^ time$^ 'tis ftill to be feared, Blafphemed, for 
the Entertainment of Perfons of all Degrees, 
all AgeS|^and both Sexes ; His Laws are tram- 
pled on ; his Servants defpis'd; the Notions 
of Good and Evil are endeavoured to be con* 
founded, and your Country is in imminent 
danger of being loft, if in the prefent Cbnteft 
between Religion atid Debauchery, Religion 
does not prevail. You are all confefledly, by 
your Baptifmal Engagement, lifted Soldiers 
for God^i Service, againft the Devil s Kingdom. 
Arid as God hath an undoubted Title to your 
Service, the King by publickly declaring for 
a vigorous Escecution of the Laws againft pub- 
lick Wickednefs, and the Giufe of^ Religion, 
hath given you an happy Opportunity of dif^ 
charging your FicJelity and Zeal for your Great 
Lord and Matter ; and your Fellow-Chriftians, 
who are already AiccefshiUy engaged in a pub- 
lick Oppofition to Vice and IVophanenefs, to 
theie Rebels tp Religion, and Enemies to your 
Country, ieem to call on you to enter into their 
pious Confederacy, as Mofes heretofore did on 

Exod.34. *hc IfraeliteSy when he flood in the Gate <jf 
26. the Camp ; iVha tj on the Lor is fide^ let 

Pt 94. itf. him come unto me ? Or. as Holy David of 
old, Who mU rife up for me againfi the EvH 

doers ^ 
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Jeers i Whd will fiand up for me againft the 
Workers of Iniquity ? Now then is the Time, 
to make one general and brave EfTort for 
the Incereft of Religion, and for the Wei- 
fiire of the Engbfk Nation. And will you 
any longer deu^r your Declaring and En- 
gaging in this Glorious Work, now it feems 
(o apparent that thi» Cloud that apjearcd fo 
little to you at firfl: is like to overfPftad our 
whole Horizon; that one of the moft plaufi- 
ble and uncomfortable Objections which was 
made to this Undertaking, of its being im^ 
practicable, which we have too much reafon 
to fufped to be upon other like Occafions a 
frequent Excufe for Fear, Lazinefs, or want 
of good Principles, is taken off, by the great 
Succefs that hath attended it; that the Heat' 
of the Day, the fierceft Oppofition to thefe 
Attempts, feems much over ; and that you 
have fo very great reajbn to conclude that the 
. VirtupDs part of the Nation, of all Parties, 
will/4ll in and give their Afliftance in it, when 
more particular Methods ihall be laid before 
them ; that if we point our united Batteries a- 
gainft the flrong holds of Debauchery and 
Prophanenefe ; it we profecute this Religious 
War with Conduct: and Refolution, which is 
fo fuccefsfully begun with fo unequal a humarie 
force, we have Victory in vi^w, we may, with 
God s Ble(ring,fee a Reformation throughly efie^ 
<^ed, and put upon fuch a firm Foundation, as 
that It may not be eafily in the Power of a 

I* 3 vicious 
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vicious Court, or of a degenerate Nqbilicy or 
Gentry, in a.fucceeding Reign to overturn jt, 
again to debauch the Nation, and bring it in 
fuch danger of Ruine. But is it not enough 
that you that have had an early Knowledge of 
thefe Tranfad:ions, have not fooner engaged in 
Ik Caufe which you could not well be luppor 
fed, without great Inconfideration or Preju- 
dice, . bdllfecretly to approve of under all its 
Difad vantages, when it was in it felf the fame 
as it is now with its Succefs, and meerly per- 
haps bccaufe you thought the Service might 
be too hot for you, and therefore you left it 
to others to engage in an Oppofition to Vice 
whild it was Triumphant, to fall upon it in 
its Imrenchments, to bear the, brunt of the 
Battle, and referved your felves for lefs doubtr 
full and dangerous Service, till the main Body 
of the Nation (hould come up, and Vi(ftory 
ihould be turning on the fide of Virtue ? Cow- 
ardice in this Cafe, as in War, may be&knoft 
gs raifchievous and as criminal as Treachery, 
^ Where is then your 21eal,for God, or Charity 
s for Man, if you appear ftill fo unconcerned 
whether Religion. or Prophanenefs prevails, if 
after Ten Years are paft of a Reign in which we 
had realbn to promife our felves a Reformati- 
on would be carried on, and be the Glory of 
it, \ou ftill frame further Excufes to poftpone 
it, and fuch weak ones as will very hardly 
pafs with a mortal Man, who underftands 
what indifpcnfible Obligations Religion lays 

wppn 
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upon us, heartily to fet about it; but furely 
not with the living God, that fees not as Man 
fees J but fearches the Heart ? Do you think 
this Nation <hath not bled and fuffered e- 
nough for our inexcuCable Delays, our defer- 
ring this neceflary Work > How can you re- 
concile your Neutrality to the Promifes which 
many of you may be fuppofed to h^ve made 
in the late days of your Humiliation, or the 
Prayers that moft of you put up to God for a 
National Reformation^^ How is it confident 
with the Pretenfions you make of your being 
of the pureft Religion, or of the beft conftitu- 
ted Church? What do you think of that De- 
claration of your Blefled Saviour, He that is Matt. 11. 
Ho( with me is againfl me ? Can you perfwade i®. 
your felves that your continuing your Neu- 
trality till the Vidory is either fo gained on 
the fid6 of Religion, that there will be little 
need of yoiir Affiftance ; or that the Interefts * Athie- 
of Religion. are deprclTed, and your Country ^^ ^''^^J^ 
ruined, ( which there is fuch Danger of} be-cienim, 
yond the Example.of former Ages, deferves tempeftw, 
either the Name of Bravery, or the f^y^^i» Jugnt' 
that is from Above ? * Difficulties and Sufferings magnani-' 
are furely the proper Exercifes of Chriftians,are^^?^^*' 
as it were iheTeft and Touch- ftone of Noble chriftia- s 
Minds ; and therefore the Perfons who in all >*u«^ X^''^ 
Ages have been efteemed the Wifeft and Bra- probac & 
veil, and to have defer ved beft of Mankind* cxaminat, 

; , Bafil. 

Nihil,^ fnihi videtor, infelicius eo cuj nihil unquam evenit ad^^edi^ non 
licttit illi fi experiri. Tranfifti line Adverfario vicam^ nemo fcijst qaidpo* 
Wris ? n? tu quidcm ipfc, L 4 have 
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«wm "lu"* have been tnofe, who for the Vindication of 
n1fi"mahl^ Truth, the Caufe of Religion, and the Service 
forcuna of their Country, have cheerfully undergone 
non mvc- Ignominy ,Bani(hment, and Death, through the 
Nondum Malignity of the Times, popular Fury, or the 
fchx cs fi Tyranny of Governments • * infomuch, that 
dtm tur. the mod celebrated Heathen Moralifts aiid Phi- 
ba deri- lofophcrs declared. That a Man could hardly he 
Murium f^ppofed to he Firtuous without Suffering for heing 
ignis. Fa- fo. And One of them could, we are told,bravely 
pauMms ^^^ exprefs himfelf to this purpofe : If a Man 
Reguium Can fec a Sword at his^yes without winking; 
tormenta. \{ \^q ^au make it an indifferent Matter to him 
vencnum whether his Life goes out of his Throat, or at 
fupcrarc his Mouth ; if he can hear himfelf (entenced 
Q^^"'^to Banifliment, or Torments, and can fay, AU 
magnum this I am provided for \ this is, fays he, the 
I^r^T Temper of Mind that makes him great. Ac- 
Ep* \i!*' cordingly Socrates obtained^ fo great Fame for 
Noncnimhis Suffering Death with Conftaocy for his Re- 
nec7afd- h'gion. Ariflides his Jiiftice, and Rutilius his 
via, nee Integrity and Courage, were more fignalized 
jjScT by their Baniftimenr. But not to fend Chri- 
mircitvi- flians tQ leafu Contlancy in Suffering for a 
mis, fed good Caufe to Heathens, among whom it was, 
• tri^^rfi!^ >" ^he firft Ages of Chriftianicy, a common 
mira te & Say ing, t That theXhriftians only were De/pifers 

font S ^f ^^^^^- ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^"^^ " ^^^^ ^'^*y 

Cicero de ' tell them, We can as cheerfully lay d$^wn our 

'' t Soli Chriftiam mortis CDnteaiptorcs. Lives 
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Lives for cur Religion j as the harJiefl Philofo^ 
pher of you can lay down his Coat. Did the 
Martyrs and Confeflburs count it fo great an 
Honour and Happinefs to fuffer Bonds and Im- 
prifonment. Exile, and all kinds of Death, to 
be Raekt, Burnt, Stoned^ Boiled^ to be thrown 
to wild Beads, and condemned to the Mines, 
for the Honour of their Lord and Matter, and 
the Salvation of their own Souls; laught 
at all the Methods of Cruelty, and tired out 
the Malice of their Perfecu tors? And by'thefe 
means, as the Roman Emperour and Philofo- 
pher, Marcus Antoninus^ told the common Af- 
iembly at BphefuSy in his Letter to them, to 
(lop the bhnd Rage of the Pagan PrieAs and 
People again ft them. They were always Conque* Sanguis 
rours. Could fuch vaft Numbers of Perfbns, of Marty- 
both StKS^ of all Ages, and fuch various Con- men Ec- 
ditions, more greedily court Martyrdom, than, ckfis. 
Men did in After*ages feek Bimopricks and 
Preferments in the Church, ^nd valued it more 
than Crowns and Scepters ? fnfomuch, that a 
general Council thought fit to reftrain their 
ExpofiDg themfelves unneceflarily to it. And 
can the Difciples of the fame Crucify 'd Saviour, 
who arc obliged by him to hear the Crofs^ are Luke 14. 
bid to rejoyce and be exceerlingglad when they are t^xJ^l' 
Reviled and Perfecuted for his fake ; and are **' 
direded by the Aj^oftle, to count it all Joy when Jm. 
they fall into divers Temptations^ be affrighted 
at all Appearances of Suffering in a good 
Caofe, think the danger only of meeting with 

Sname, 
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Shame, or other little Inconveniences, afufB- 
cient Excufe for their not appearing for the 
Honour of their Lord and Mafter, and the Sa- 
ving of their Country ? Nay, Can the Soldier 
endure all the Fatigues,and venture all the Ha- 
zards of War, make his way through Blood and 
Bullets, Fire and Water, upon no higher Mo- 
tives generally, 'tis to be feared, than for a 
larger Pay, or a greater Poll of Honour in an 
Army ; to be talkt of b]^ thofe that have no 
more Reafon than himielf, or ufe it to little 
purpoie i Can the Courtier, in a corrupt Reign, 
intrigue and plod, lie and fawn, lofe his]Reft, 
and waft bis Spirits, endure the Frowns of 
Men, and the Reproaches pf his own Confci* 
ence, to pleafe^an Earthly Prince, that is com- 
pofed of the fame Elements with himielf? Can 
the Covetous Man, drudge and fweat, pinch 
Nature, and harafs it, live Poorly and Con- 
temptibly, for the miferable Confideration of 
filling his Chefts full of pohihed Earth, or lea- 
ving it for a Son who often takes almoft as 
^uch Pains to damn his Soul in Spending it, 
as his Father might his;^ without Repentance, 
by his unjuftifiable Methods of Getting it? 
Can the Sons of Wipe and Luft be content to 
brute their Mmds, and ruine their Bodies, bear 
the Cries of ruihed Tradefmen, and of their 
miferable Families) to tranfmit Poverty and 
Pifeafe, Infamy and Mifery to their Pofteri- 
ty ; to watch and fear, to rot and roar for 
their unlawful! and beaftiy Pleafures f Oia the 
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Libertine, when his Coftfcience will not fuffer 
him CO beeafiein his Sins, when he wiihes 
there was no Religion in this World, nor fu- 
ture Account in the next, be indefatigable in 
raking out of all the Heathen Authors, and 
our Modern Plays, all Expreffions that may 
feem to favour his Licentioulhefs^and may help 
tQ beget or ftrengthen his Infidelity j in (hort, 
take more pains to filence and ftupifie his 
Confcience, than might, with God's Blefling, 
be fudicient, if it were well applied, to fub- 
dUe his vicious Habits, to be wife, and to be 
happy ? Can thefe Men be thus refolute, di^ 
ligent and daring in the purfuit of their Sins, 
or the empty things of this World, that nei- 
ther Frowns nor Favours, Hazards nor Diffi- 
culties, do make any fuch ImprenTions upon 
them, as either to deter or allure them from 
the Profecution of their Deugns, or from trea- 
juring up to tbemf elves Wrath againfi the Day of Kom, 2. y 
Wrathy from being irrecoverably and unfpeak^ 
ably miferable; and (hall the Profelytes of Reli- 
gion,that know its ineftimableValuejbefo faint? ' 
hearted and fneaking in its Glorious Caufe, ii^ 
and in the difcharge of their Duty, for the 
obtaining an Everlafting Happinefs, that every 
little Difficulty, ,the Favour or the Frowns of 
its open Enemies, ibalt difcourage and keep 
them from giving their Afliftance in its De- 
fence ? This furely all Men, that are fincerely 
concerned for the Honour and Jntercft of Re- 
ligion, and expe(3: to receive the unfpeakable 
lieWards it propofes tQ thofe tb^t: faithftliUy 

pufqe 
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purfue it5 will be aihamed of. I confefstothe 
World, I dare not, I know not how to hope 
to be rewarded with Everlaftjng Honour and 
Happinefs hereafter from Him, who in the 
Heb.i2.2. purehadng of our Redemption endured the 
Crofsy dejpifing the Shame^ if I can't prevail 
upon my felf to fufTer ill Treatment, to be 
calumniated, laugh'd at, and contemn'd, in 
Obedience to his Commands, and for the Good 
of Souls, for whom he died ; Nay, I will not 
ask Pardon of the prophane Crew, the Gene-^ 
- ration of Scorners, that I tell them yet more 
plainly, that I hope I had rather bear all the 
Contempt that their Tongues and Pens can 
fling upon me for any AlFiliance I am enabled, 
by God s Grace, to give this Caufe I am re- 
prefcnting, ( whilft I continue under the fame 
Sentiments df it ) which I do exped a fliare 
of, and am preparing my felf to welcome ; 
nay, to fuffer Death, if I am called to it, in the 
Difcharge of my Duty therein, rather than 
bear the Reproaches of my own Mind in this 
World for an Unconcernednefs for it, and 
^ much more than to be cTifowned by my Blef- 
fed Saviour at the great Day of Recom- 
pence, and to endure his Everlafling Dif- 
plealure. And without the leave of thofe 
unhappy Wretches who would pafs for 
Wits in thefe days, by faying fuch things as 
have in all Ages mark'd tho(e that have been 
guilty of them with the moll infan^ous Cha- 
rad:ers, and have made them looked on as Ene- 
ipics of Mankind, even Monders in Ifumane 
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Nature ; thofe Panders' for Hell I mean who 
turn the mofl; ferious and facred things into 
Jeftitnd Railery, and who will not therefore, 
I fuppofe, fail to treat with Scorn and Re- 
proach the Endeavours of Reformation, and 
thofe that are concerned in them ; I mud re^ 
member them, that the Scripture not only 
tells us that iir the lafi Jays Scoffers (hall appear^ 2 Pet 3.3. 
and thzt "Judgments are prepared for Scorners^Vtav. 19. 
but that GoJ^xiknlzxly^fcorneth the Scorners. - ^5'- 
And as for tlu)fe that herd among thefc pro- ^ '^'^ 
phane Scofiers,there profefled Advocates for the 
Devil's Service, that negle<d their Duty, and 
lacrificQ their Confciences, only to avoid their 
Scorn and Contumelies, let me defire them to 
confider, whether they have not reafon to fear 
that God will treat them with Everlafting 
Contempt who for his fake, or in Obedience 
to his plain Commands, refufe to be contem- 
ned. 

Let us not* then, Fellow-Chriftians, who 
would be accounted faithfull Soldiers of Jefus 
Chrift,^^ afraid of the Reproaches and Revilings Ifa. $\. 7. 
of fuch prophane aud profligate Wretches, but JJJ^™" 
let us rejoyce in them, and in any other Perfe- h^c^ 
cution which we may undergo in fo glorious PpO^ 
aQiufe. . Let us confider, that this Lite is thcfo^"**^ 
proper Sea(on . for Service and Suflering, andRoinani 
the next of Reward and Happinefs. f Let the ^^^f^ 

FabritiosScipiones; philofopbi piopofuntSQcniteniJP]atonem,Anfioc<^/. 
Nos aucem habeataus pcopofiti no(&i principeS; Paulos, Hilariones, &c. 

Lives 
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Lives and Deaths of the Martyrs and G^nfet 
iburs of old be much in our Minds. Let us 

v.. 

remember that the beft Chriftians in all Ages 
have been derided and contemned, that our 
Blefled Saviour himfelf, the Captain of our 

Ifa.53 .^ Salvation, who was rejeSeJ and Jefpifed 

Luk.12.5.^ Men^ hath commanded us not to be 4- 

- fraid of them that kiU the Body ^ and after that 

have no tnore that they can do ; hut to fear him 

' that hath Tower to cafl into HeB} and hath 

Mai.8.28. faid, that whofoever JhaO he afhamed of him^ 
and of his Wordsy of him alfofhaU he he afhamed 
when he comet h in the Glory of his Father with 

Mat 5.1 1- the holy Angels ; but that // we are Reviled and 
Perfecutedfor his fake our Reward fhaB he great 
in Heaven. Let us fortifie our felves with 
thefe Confiderations againft the mod violent 
Oppoficion of the Enemies of Goodnefs, and 
the dangerous Suggedions and ill Examples of 
formal and lukewarm Chriftians, and of thofe 
who are too often falfly called Friends; let us 
look on all their Infmuations, and any Obje- 
d:ions whatfoever to the Difcharge of our Duty 
in this Undertaking, which we may meet with 
from the Priident and the Wary, tending 
* to difcourage us from thfc hearty Profecution 
of it, asTemptations that we are to renft,unleis 
they can convince us th^t we do not a A here- 
in as becomes Men and Chriftians, and good 
Members of the Community ; that this. Work 
is not honourable in its felf, defir^bte in its 
Effeds, and acceptable to Almighty God, 

which. 
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which, I think, they will never do, fince they 
cannot prove that the Civil Government ought 
not to endeavour to puni(h and fupprefs Pub- 
lick SinS) and the open Defiance of Religion, , 
in anfwer to Scripture, clear Reafon, and the 
general Confent of Majdkind to the con- 
trary. 

Laftly therefore, Let all thofe who are al- 
ready fincerely concerned ia this Noble Un- 
dertaking, and all others that have any Love 
to God, any Charity .to Man, any Concern 
for their Country, or Regard to their Pofteri- 
ty, to engage them in it, confider, that we 
have herein the Laws of God and the Nation, 
the Commands of the King, the Concurrence 
of a late Reprefentative Body of the Nation, 
the Prayers of good Men, the Pretences of 
thofe that carry but a Form and Profeffion of 
Religion, and the Confciences that are not 
hardned, even of bad Men, on our fide; ^nd 
moreover, the great Succeis that hath already 
attended thefe Attempts, to animate and en- 
courage our Zeal and Diligence in it: So that 
if we acquit out felves herein like Men and 
Chriftians ; if God is on our (ide, we know, 
there is^ zi Salomon fays, no WifJom^ nor Zfn- Prov, at. 
derfianJing^ nor Counfelj againfi him ; we need ^!^' 
not much fear the Strength or Policy of the 
World, or the Powers of Darknefs j we may, 
with God's Bleffing, fee Prophanenefs and De- 
bauchery every day more and more fly into 
dark Corners^ as Idolatry of old did at the ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of Chriftianity , Vice be branded ahcl^ 
confounded, Virtue embraced, Religion pre^ 
vaU, EttglanJ floarKb^ and give fuch an Ex- 
ample as may provoke fucceeding Ages and 
other Nations to an Imitation, and give per- 
haps Occafion to reform Chriftendoim and 
Mankind. But what T ' ^^b'^f Soul, which 
neit^r Riches, nor Honv/c^ . , i or the Fleih caa 
give, fucji happy Souls may. Living or Dy* 
in^.have, who have undergone Shame and 
Sa^^Olg^ in the faith&ll Difcharge of their 
Duty, and for the Caufe of God, who have 
been his Inftruments in bringing about fuch 
bleffed EfTe^s; nay, in difcharging their Diity 
herein, and in other refpeds, finterely, tha"^ 
Succefs which is not in our Power, and 
will opt be required of us, ihould not attend' 
it? And, on the contrary, what (evere Refle- 
xions they may hereafter make on their Be- 
haviour^ who^ after this Matter is plainly laid 
beilbre them, and a ptiblick Reformation of 
Manners feems to be, put as it were into their 
hand% will either openly oppofe, or fecretly 
underniine the jufl jEndeavours (^ it, or ehat 
will not be prevail^ upon eithgr tacofifcurin 
ih^e Methods that are already^ laid^ ^oc to en* 
gage in any pt1ier,that they can fupp6fe,m^. 
be niore effedual . for the carrying on a NttttCK 
nal Reformation j that can cpntentedly^lobk 
on and fee their Fellow-Chrifliank fiftfer/m any 
kind, by their braye Opppfiffbii* to ^hedecla^ 
red Enemies of Gqef^ md the Deyirs Kingdom^ 

tnd 
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the Giufe of Religion to be injured and ^ 
deprefled, and their Country fo much endan- 
gered, for want of their giving their feafooa- 
t^e and zealous Affiftance to it, i will not un- 
dertake to defcribe. 

I will only add. That if the Attempts of Re- 
forn^ation, which were began with fo great 
Difadvantage,«have born up under fomany 
Difficulties, which are carried on by the uni- 
ted Endeavours of fuch Bodies of Men, in 
the fevcrfil Partis of this City, are fpreading 
through the Cities and Corporations of thfe 
Kingdom, and are propagating in thole of Ire* 
* landy who have a Communicatiqn with one 
another, are governed by Methods that have - 
been approved by Perfons of great Wifdom, 
and cohfumrliatcd Judgment, and which have 
been (o highly fuccefsfull, fhould be defeated 
by the Induftry and Power, the.Number and 
Intereftofits Enemies : If, I fty, weflbould 
fuffer Debauchery and Prophanenefs^o regain 
their ground, and to carry the Vidory, after 
the Advances that are thus made towards the 
Suppreffing of them, and the Encouragements 
and Advantages we have for the Carrying of 
them on to fo glorious an Iflue, have we 
not very great rcafon to fear that we 
may never again have fuch an 'Opportunity 
put into our Hands? Can it be thought ca- 
fic, humanely fpeaking, to bring the Bo- 
dy of Men together th^t are now engaged 

M' ^^ 
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in It, to rally and reafiume a Baffled Caufe, 
wherein they may perhaps be apt to think they 
may have made a full and diQnal experiment of 
the defperate Averfion and Oppofitton of this 
Generation to Reformation, have, if they have 
ad:ed therein, and in other parts of their Du- 
ty, fincerely, kept the Guilt of public^ Wick- 
olnefs from lying on them, and«iay have de- 
livered their own Souls? Or is there any 
probability that this G^ufe will be revived and 
fuccefsfuily retrieved by thofe, whom no Ar« 
guments will now prevail on, to concur in the 
prefent Methods, or to give any other zealous 
Aflfiltance t.a it > And, who is there that 
believes that there is a Righteous God that 
governs the World, that will not fear, how 
finguinefoever fome Men may be upon the 
firmnefs of our prefent Peace and Settlement, 
that notwithftanding our Councils and Con- 
federacies, we (hall feel the ESk&s of the high 
Difpleafure of Almighty- God, upon wbofe 
Bleffing the Stability of our prefent Peace and 
outward Profperity does depend ; that He mM 
Jer. 5. 9. l^e avenged on fuch a Nation as this ? And if 
this fhould prove to be^ourdifmal Cafe, might 
it not then be faid over us • O ungratefoU and 
rebellious Nation, that wouldeft fo provoke in- 
finite Patience and Forbearance, wouldeft ob- 
ftinately refufc fo many gracious Offers, con- 
temn fuch various Methods of Mercy,as if thoa 
ted'ft bew defperat^Iy refolvcd upon Deftru- 
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dion! O England! England! To whatMife- 
ry have thy Sins brought thee ! But the Caufe 
of Reformation is God's Giufe, His Providence 
bath feemed to me to favour the poor Endea- 
vours of it, whkh are reprefented in thefe Pa- 
pers, and therefore I hope they will, with his 
BlelSng, fo proffper and prevail, that f ucfa a Na- 
tional Reformation may beefledttd asmay^ 
preireat His lieavy Judgments falling upon u^ 

And may Almighty Gtd^ i»b» is fkafsd t» 
maffiifie bis Pvwer h$ H^cahiefs, fmr this end 
mtrcifMy dirtSt and Jmpport thtft who are fin» 
certly tngf^d in this GUriansWori , give what 
is /aid herein agneaiie to his Will feme Snecejs 
in the furtherii^ of it, and gracieujly parden 
any thing in it that mof net ie acceftMc f 
Him, for tht Lerd Jefns Chr^'s Sake, 



All Glory to G O D* 
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Advertifement. 

ABftradk of the Laws againft Prophanenefeand Debau- 
chery. 

Blank Warrants againft prophane Swearing and Cur- 
fing, Drunkenne& and Prophanation of the LordVday^ 
by TipliM in PuHick Houfes, and Exercifing of Trade. 

Blank RcgiftcrsT of fuch iVarrants, for therMagiftrates 
calling of Conftables, Church-Wardens, Overfeersofthe 
PH^r, &c. to account at the Seflions or otherwife, for the 
Execution of them, and the application of the Mony 
thereby levied, to the.ufe of the Poor. * 

Prudential Rules for the giviiig of Infiannations to Ma- 
nftrates in thefe cafes. 

Printed'for the eafe of all Magiftrates, and the di- 
redion of private Pcrfons, who, in any part of the King- 
dom, are religioufly engaged in the Glorioui Work of pro* 
moting a National Reformation : and fold by JJ. Ajlmer^ 
at the "rbree Pigeons in Cornhill; TV. t($gers^ at the Sun in 
Fteeffireet ; D. Brovm^ at the Swan without Temple -Bar 5 
znd fy.HenJhman^JVeflminfler-'HaU. ^ 



An Account of the Societi^ for Reformation of Man- 

A*Sermon'preach'd at St. Maa-Je-Bm.to the Societi« 
for the Reformation of Manners : By the Right Reverend 
Father in Gdd, Edward, Lord Biftopof Ghucefter, in 8w. 

'a Sermon Pteach'd at St. Mtty4e~B<rtf, to the Sodeti« 
for the Reformation of Manners : By John Hancock;p.D. 
Chaplain to his Grace the D. of Bedford, in 8'. Pnce 6d. 

A^ermon Preached at St. A*.rj^Bw, to the Societies 
for the Reformation ,of Manners: By UUy Baffcr.Mim- 
ftcr of St. May Aldermknbwy,- in-8»i Prtce 6 d. 

A Sermon Preach'd zt St. Mary4t-B(m>, to the Societies 
for Reformatiohof Maiiniers: By Sanmel Bradford, ReiSJor 
of the feid Parilh, in 8°. Price 6 d. 

Thefe Books fold by B. Ajlmer in CcrnML 



For the more Efletaual Promoting the Defign of this 
Book, is added, 

An AbflraB of the Venal-Laws. 

Againft Immorality and Prophaneneis, Con?- 
manded to be put in Speedy and Vigorous Exe- 
cution, by His Majefty's Gracious and Pious Pro- 
clamation," plirfiiant to the Humble Addreis of the 
Honourable Houfe of Commons. 
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ALL Lawiinforcf 
coQCcrning the 
Obrerration of 
the LordVDay, 
fhall be put in 
Execution : Thii Day b by 
every one to be Sandiified and 
kjcft Moly ; and all P-erlbni 
mnft be careful herein to ex- 
ercift thcmfelvei in (he pmies 
of Kety and true Reiigion, 
Publiokly and Privately ; and 
erery one on thi* Day, ( not 
having a reafonable Excutc) 
muft diligentty refort lo fome 
Publick place, where the Ser- 
vice of God it exercifcd, or 
muft be prefent at fome other . „.,^, 
Place, ( allowed of hy Law ) j 3 J«. c. 4, 
In the Pradicc of fome'Rcli- 
(rioui Duty, rfther of Prayer, 
PreacMng, Reading, or Ex- 
ponnding of the Scriptures, or 
Conference upon the fame. | 



29 Cm. 2 



Caf.i%. 
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NOTfi.ThatHU 
Majefty's Prote- 
ftantSubiedidit^ 
fentine from the 
Church oiEmloMt and qua- 
lified according to ihe late 
Statute of Indulgence, are tx- 
empicd from the Penaltict of 
the Statatei, 3 lac 1 Wi^. 
23. £/«?. 29. Eli%. and Jomt 
athtr Statutti. But this In- 
dulgence extendi not to fucb 
prophane Perfont who no 
where attend on the Publiafc 
Woriiip of God Eftabliflit, 
or allow 'd by Law; nor to 
any that in Preaching or ■ 
Writing deny the Trinity. 
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Such 3i Repair not to 
Owtch, iSc. on Simdayt and 

' One Wicnpb, 



Ablenting fbr a Month, 
If a Twclve<inonth or 
incre. 

If any come not to the Sa- 
et^mpnt of the {^dV^uppci 
once a Year, ■ 

Hone Aall Jpeak or do any 
thing in Contempt of the 
piolt Holy Sacfamcnt 

Whofoem (hall dlfturh the 
Church or Caft^egaticn per- 
ptittcd, or miliilc the Teacher, 

. Proof bj Two >Vi;neffM 
\xiate a Juftice of Peace. 

. Whol ever Ihall difturb any 
Preachti- allowed in his open 
Sermon or Collation, or be 
procuiing or abetting ther<- 
unto, or jhall Refcue, i^e. 
flny offender, &{. ■ . 

■ Acuiliiianmuft be by Two 
Vitiicll'cs, orConfedion. 



Such as Meet or AlTemble I Car. e. r. 

* out:of theiv nwn'Parifti upon 
, ihe lord's- Dayifor any Sports 

pr P.ftirti-s whalfoevcrj or 

fuch a: ihall uf^ any Unlawful 

gKsi cife or P.ftlmc in their 

own Pariih upon the Lord'i- 

Day. 



Lavas 

and 

Statutes. 



23 E/ij{. 
cap. I. 
3 ?«. f ■ 4. 
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.Twehe Perce for erery 
Detault, .to be leried by Di- 
ftrefi i and for want of Di- 
ftref*, to be committed to 
fome Prifon, until the .Cirk 
be paid. Vid. i^i%.%. 

Twenty Poundi fw iyipnth, 
orforfetture of Two parts in 
Three of their Eftates. . 

Their Names and ^irnamet 
to be Prefented: Forty ShiU 
l\n%t Reward to fuch ai [tre- 
fcnt them. 

'" By Oath of Two Lawfiil 
WitDeffof,.by Three Jofticei, 
^lyormn im. tq .be Hound oTer 
and Profecuted in Seilioi'i. 
' To find Sureties in jo /. or 
commitlrd. till next Quarter- 
SelTiom, and on Canvidion 
to Forfeit 2o/.- 

To be Committed by any 
Jnfticc of the Caaiity to fafc 
Cuftody, and within fix diys 
the faid Committing Ju^ce, 
wiih nne other Juftice, fit 
the Ofii^nder upon Examtna- 
tiOD ftallbe found GuilfyJ 
(hall Commit him 10 Gaol 
without Bail, £^c. for Three 
Morrths, and fanher to the 
next Quarter j«ifion», eff. ■ 

Three Shillings and Fotir 
Pence to the Poor, where, Gfe. 
to be levied by Diftrefs and 
Sale, reftoring 'he 0»erplos, 
C^e. and for want of EMftrels, 
tti be fent to the Stocks for 
Three Hoors; but they mnft 
beque^oncd within a Month. 



OFFENCES. 



and 
StatHtes. 



»i ■ *. ' ' 



If siny Carrier, Wagoner, 
Butcher, ^g. With Horfe, 
Wain, or C4rt, or Drover with 
Cattle, ihall Travel upon thfe 
Lords- Day by theirtfelves, or 
any other for them, 

Ifan> Biitchferj ob any o- 
ther fot him, ihall Kill or Sell 
any Viduals upon the Stmday, 

Two Witncffe*, View, or 
Confeffion, 

If any Shoe^Makcr Iball 
Ihew with intent to Sell any 
Boots, Shoes, dtc. on the Sun- 

If any Perfon of the. Age 
of 14, Ihall on the Lorc^'s- 
Oay, or j'ny part thercqf, do 
any Voikl'iv Labbur>Bufinefs, 
orWoi Li, e?c. except Works 
of Neceffity and Charity, 

If an\ t^erfon (hall Cry, 
SheV^ forth: or put to Sale, 
any Wares, Frmt, Goods, £^c. 
except Milk only, before the 
Hours of Nific in the Morning, 
& after four in the Afternoon, 
No Drover, Horie-Courfer, 
Wagoner, Butcher, Higler, or 
any ot their Servants, (hall 
Travels or come to their Inns, 
on the LordVD^y. 

No Perfon (hall ufe to Tra- 
vel upon the LordVDay with 
any Boat, Wherry, £?<?. ex- 
cept allbWd by one Juftice of 
Peace fo to do, 



By View, Cohftflion, o^ 
onj5 Witnefi* 



^Car.c.i. 



^Car. c.i. 



PEtJALTlBS. 



I 74C. €.2% 



29 Car. 2. 
C4?.7. 



Twenty Shilfings for every 
Offence, to be levied by Di* 
ftrefs and Sale, to th« Ufc of 
the Poor. 



He (hall Forfeit Si* ShiU 
lings and Eight Peh<?e, if que* 
fticyied within Six Months; 
to be Levied, tfc. or may be 
Sued for in SeflBt ns, £?<?. 

He (hall Forfeit the Value 
of every fuch pair, and alio 
Three Shillings and Four 
Pence for every Pair. . 

He (h^all Forfeit Five Shife 
I lings for every Offence* 



29 Car. 2. 
cap. 7. 



He (hafl Forfeit the faid 
Wares, Fruit, Goods, (i^. t^ 
theUfeofthePoor* 



29 Car. 2. 
caf, 7« 



29 C4r, 2, 

C4p.7, 



I 



The Forfeiture is TwctltJt 
Shillingi foi^ evwy Offence. 



the Forfeiture is Five ShiK 
lings for every Offence. The 
ConviiSion hpon the Statute' 
muft be before any Juftice oS 
the County, ^c. Vi^ho (hall 
give Warrant to the-Confta- 
bles, &c. to Seize the Good^ 
(hewed, ^c. and to .Levy jje 
Forfeitures by Diftrefife. CS({ 



jThis 






OFFENCES. 



This AQi extends not to 
dreffing of Meat in Ccx>ks- 
Shops, Inns, or Vii^ualltng- 
Houfes, for fuch as otherwife 
cannot be provided ; nor to 
Hackney COaohes that are 
Licenfed« 



ACritne, from which the 
Ancient Britains were free, 
therefore the Laws againft it 
are new. 

If my be Coavl(3rd for 
being Drunks by One Witnefs, 
View, or Confeiffion, and the 
Party conTefling a* good Wit- 
nefs againft another Offending 
at the fame time. 

If any Ale Houfe- Keeper be 
Cbnvidied of Dronkennefs, he 
iiidii^bled for Three Years to 
keep any Ale-Houie* 

This Conviction of Drun- 
kennefs muft ht within Six 
Months after the Offence 
committed. 

Inn-Keepersy Ale-Houfe- 
Keepers^ or Victuallers, that 
fuffer any of the fame Parifli 
to continue Tipling in their 
HbufeS) 

One Witnefs, View, or Con- 
^(lion, and' the ^Par^y con- 
leffi>jga^6od Witnefs againft 
>ru>:h^r Offending at the 
L^me time. 



Lotos 

and 

StatHtes. 



foL 2oo, 
2or. 

zi Jacc.j, 



21 face. ^. 



I fac.4. 9. 
21^4^.^.7. 



P Elf ALT ins. 



and for want of Diflrefs,to put 
the Offender in the Stocks 
for Two Hours: Thejuftices* 
isc may reward the Informer 
out of the Forfeitures, not 
exceeding the Third part. 

Every Perfon miift be Imr 
peached upon this Aft within 
Ten Days after the Offence* 



The Offender for the firft 
to pay Five Shillings to the 
Chnrch-Wardensy whete, ^c^ 
within one Week after Con- 
vidion, or elfe to be Levied * 
by Warrant, ^(^, ^jy Kftref* 
and Sale ; and for want of* 
Diitrefs, to fit in the Stocks 
fix Hours. 

For the fecond Offence* 
muft be Bound in Ten Pounds^ 
with Two Sureties to the good 
Behaviour ; and for want of 
Sureties, to be fent to Gaol. 

If the Conftable levy not the 
Forfeitures, he Forfeits Ten 
Shillings to the Poor, utfufra. 

ten Shillings to be Levied 
by Diftrefs, and Sale ^fter fix 
days ; and for Want of Diftrefr, 
to be conbmitted till Payment^ 
and Difabled for 3 Years from 
keeping any A]e«Houfe, iSc* 

If the Conftable or Chureb* 
Warden do not Levy thePe* 
nalty, or (hall not certifie the 
want of Diftrefs within Twen* 
ty Days, he ForfeiU Forty 
Shillings, to be Mvied by Dt« 
ftrefs and Sale, mfum. 

If 



'■■r-'^-^^V:^:^'-" 



I f 



OFFElTCES. 



If any Imiii-Keepery Ale- 
Houfe-Keepeff ViAuaOer, or 
Taverner, fuffer any Perfon 
(whereibever hit Habitation 
be j to continue Tipling In his 
Hoafct 

Two Witncflcs, or View. 

TowhfiTien or others which 
fhall remain Tipling in any 
Inn, Alc-Hotifey or VlAual- 
ling^Houfe^ One Witnefs, 
View, or bonfbflion, mfifrd. 

Gonfti^let fliall be charged 
on their Oaths to prefent 
Ofiencet committed againft 
thefe 4Si. 

Thefe Statutes do Prohibit 
all Qgaffing9 and Drinking of 
Healths, fuch Houfet being 
ibiely appointed for the Ac 
commodation of Travellersi 
and for the Relief of the Poor. 



Laws 

and 
StatHteSi 

21 Jap. C.7. 






ztjae.cj. 
Daltcaf.'j. 



If any Perfon fhall Pro- 
phanely Swear or Oirfe in the 
Hearing of a Juftice of Peace, 
Mayors iSe. or be Gonvi<Sbed I 
of fach Swearing, by One 
Witnefs, or Gonfeflion of the 
Party, 

Every Offence againft this 
ASt muft be proved within 
Ten Days after the Offence 
Committed. , 

Every loftice fluU Regifter, 
&c« and certifie to the next 



2i^acx.io 
3C4r.c.4. 

6, 7 Guliei 
Cap. II.' 



PENALTIES. 



Ten Shillings to be Levied 
by Diilrefs, and for want of 
Satisfadlion, in fix days to be • 
fold, reftoring the Overplus ; 
and for want of Diftrefs, to be 
committed till Payment. 

Three Shillings and Four 
Pence, to be Levied by Di- 
ftrefs, after one \yecks Neg- 
lect of Payment i or to fit in . 
the Stocks four Hours. 

The Conftable for his Neg- 
led Forfeits Ten Shillings, ut 
fufra. 

Every fuch Taverner,which 
fiiall fuffer any Perfon what- 
foever to Tiple in his Houfe, 
contrary to the (aid Statijites, 
fhall be adjudged within the 
Statute, I Jac. dip, 9. 

He fliall forfeit for eyery (iich 
Offence, to theUfeof the Poor, the 
refpedive Sums following \ every 
Servaf^t, Day -Labourer, common SoU 
dier, and common. Seaman, One 
Shilling ; every other Perfbn, Two 
Shillings : * If any Perlbn, after Con- 
vision, ihall ofiend a Second time, 
fuch Perfon fliall pay Double *, and if 
a Third time, Trebble the Sum re- 
fpeftively to be paid for the firft 
Offence. Every Juitice.Head-Officer^ 
&G. may Command the Conit^les, 
&c, to Levy the fame by Diftrefs: . 
And for want of Diftrefs,the Offender 
being above the Age of Sixteen Years, 
fliall be fet in the Stocks, for every 
fingle Offence, one Hour •, for any 
Number, at oneand the fame time, ' 
two Hours.: If under Sixteen Years 
old, and (hall not pay the faid Twelve 
pence, he fliall be whipped by the 
ConftaWe,by Warrant ot the juftice, 

Quarter*. 



OPPEN C ES.- 



Qjiarter-Seffions of Peace all 
pbn^iiftiont made before 
• him upon ihii kSt, and the 
time of making thereof, and 
for what Offenee. 

None fhall in any Stage- 
Plajf, Shew, May-game, Inter- 
lude, or Pag»n'> Jellinely or 
PrOphaiiely fptA or ufe the 
Holy Nameof God.Cbrift Jc- 
fUJ.ihc Holy Ghott, orTrinlty. 



IfanyPerlpn, having been, 
plicated in, or at any time 
having made ProfeHkm of the 
Chriftian Religion, within 
this Realm, fljall, by Writing, 
Printing, Teaching, or ad- 
Tifed Speakin,;, deiiy any one 
of ttie ?e\inT\» in the Holy 
Trinity to be God, or fliall 
alTert or maintaii; there ace 
more Godi than One, or Ihall 
deny Ibe ChriHian Religion 
to be true, or the Holy Stri- 
pturcs of the Old and Mew 
Teftair.ent lo be of Divjne 
Authorily, and lliall upon In- 
di<5tment or Iniocmation in 
any of HuMfljetty'j Courts at 
JfeJiminfter^cTil thcAffizej, 
be thereof Lawfullv Con* 
Tiilcd by the 0-ih of Two or 
mort' credible Wttnelfn, 

N^te.Thi) Statute punilhef 
not theError. but thslmpa- 
dencc of the oStodcr, 



aDd 
Statutes. 



3?A:.C.2i. 



9&IO. 
Gulielm. 3. 



FBl^ALT/ES. 



or by the Parent, Gain&n. or Ua-. 
Iter, ID Tbe PrelcDce of the Coafiablc 
Every Jullite, or chief Migiftriie, wil- 
fully otniniiv the Perfbrming of his 
Duty, fhall forfeit Fise Pounds, to 
beresoveredl^Aflion; The dftof 
the Sixth aai Sevenih of, King - 
■WILLIAM to b« Reaii four 
times ID the Year, in all churches 
iinf! ClhpKU, uqder the iiaia of 
Twenty SbiSiags for N^le^ theitof. 
Genetil UTue, &e. Tieble Cofti. &i. 
On pain of Ten Pounds to 
be divided between the King 
and the ProfecQtor, to be re- 
covered by AdHotij ^B. 



For the firft Offence, Hull be ad- 
judged incapable, anddifcbled in Law 
CO alt Intcnti and Vurpofei.co have or 
injM anfOtficeoc Imployment Ec- 
clcliaftical. Civil, or MOiiar;, or anf 
Part incbem, oc any Fcofii or Advan- 
tage appemmine CO iheiD i and if at 
the Time of Conviflion Pofleft, &t. 
Tuch OfHce, Place, or Imploymenc, 
lliall be void. 

On the fecond ConvidUon, fhall be 

labled to Sue, ProfKute; Pl»d, of 
uft any Adiofl or InfonaHiIon in anp 
Coat of Liw or Equity i of to be a 
Guatdlkn, or an EMCUlDr, 01 Admt- 
niftraror, or capable of any Lcgacj.oc. 
Dcedof(^if(,or of any Office /liviloe' 
Militatj, or Benefice Eccldiafficat an4 
IbaU fijfler three Teaf) ImprifoniBent, 
without Bail, &wn the nme of ihe 
Conviaion, 

The Infbnnatioh io a Juftice at 
Peace, to be wiiliin four Dayi fot 
Wordi, and the Pfofeouion wiihta 
three Monthi ifixr. 

To be difchitged of die Peoalciea 
incutr'd hf tbc fitft Conviaicn, 00 
Koiunciaiion, in the fame Coutt 
where COnviiiediwiAinfcurMootia 
after die CoRvidioii. - - 

ILtaft 



OFFENCES. 



Keeping of Battdy-Honfes, 
&c. isagainft the Law of God^, 
' on which our GDmmoDLaw in 
this Cafe 19 grounded : Ttrere* 
fore the Kee^ri of Houles of 
Baudry and liiQontinencc, 

Reforters and Frequenters 

of Bau4y-Hpufes/ ' ' 

The Ordinary may puniih U»* 

emtineYuy in their CUfgy by Im- 

prifonment^at thek difcretion. 

Adultery, (3c. and all Ads 
of 8audry, are Breaches of the 
jReacc'r 

If aConftable,^^, hasNo- 
tipe th^t « Womasi is in Adul- 
tery, t$o. /with a Man) pcthat 
a Man or Woman of eVil Fame 
is gone to a fufpeded Honfe/ 

^One that hath lend Women 
ibund in his Houfe, common 
''^ll^iore-Mafters, or Whores, 

^StVang^m, or others, that 
are fufpicious, that walk by 
Kight, efpecially if they haunt 
leudHoufes, or keep ill Com« 
pany, or commit Outrage^ 
. juftices'muft do their Duty, 

Idlers that refufe to Work, 
gnd Difordcrlf Perfons, 
. . Waadring Rogues, CT^, 



If the Conftable puntih 
them net, 



iMfs 

Statutes, 



PENALTIES. 



I Vent. J3. 

Cap. 98. 
iHen. ji 

fiU. 



I. Wen. jf 
Csf. 4. 

5 Co. I p*. 
27 b. 

Cook^ 3ln(f' 

D4/./.224. 



jfacxap.^. 

43£/i^.c.2. 
4 Hen, 7. 
Cap, 1 2. 



39E//i{.C4. 
ijae.cap.j. 



Arc to lie Punifiied, bcirig 
a Common Nufance, by In* 
didment at Common LaWi 
by Fine and Imprifbnmei^t. 



To be Bound with Sureties 
to the good B^havioii^f 



For which an Indldmcnt 
will lie. ^^- 

• 

He may take Help ivith him, 
and if he find them fo^he may 
carryjhein to Prifon, 6t to ^ 
Juftice, to be Bound over and 
Profecuted. 



To find fufficxentSuretiet 
for'the Good Behavioui^ 



On pain of being put out of 
/Commijji^y and other Punifli- 
ment according to demerits. 

To be Committed to the 
Houfc Of CorrecSion. 
• Tobe Whipp'd, and fent to 
the Place of Birth; or if that 
not knowpv where hft dwdt 
for one Year, or laft pa(&d. 

He Forfeits Ten Shillings, to 
be Levied by a Warrant jfrom 
Twojuftices. Such 



• V* 



lO^^I^C£& 



.^Such as ihall not Apprehend 
Ko^isy 0v. being at their 
Dbdrs, Two Witneffes, or 
ConfeifioD, 

^'"' Every Conftable, Cl?c. who 
does not punvfh Tuch as are 
'brought to him. 

Such as dilturb the Punifll' 
ment of Rogues^ &c. 



Officers remifs inPuniibing 

> 

Such as-run lkway,afid leave 
their Charge upon the Parifli, 
5nch as threaten to run away, 
TwoWitneflc^ 

) If, any Woman fhall have a 
Baftaril Child which ipay be 
chargeable to the Parffh^ 



..: -<5amftiffv ? 

i^eepert of iQay^Houfes, & 
Unlawful Gamesy Upon View^ 

Officers (ball fearch every 
^Mfmth/ ' •" 

Such as^Play in fu«h Houfen, 
» Upon Viewi ' 



i > 



Such -Perfons defcrthed :in 
the Aft «s c^t of Cbrifl^aji^ 
ihal) play it anlawful Ganietf. 
any where within the Year, ! 
Fraud in Play or Betting^ 
All Licenfes » keep Hdufel 
or Places of UnlaWfuKjames, 
fiiall be void. . 



and 
Statutes. 



39©'?. M- 



7J4C.C4. 






16 Car. 2. 

cap, 7. 

2,3P.0fAf. 
Cap, 9. 



PENALT^BS. 



Teni ShillingrtQ.be Uvied, 
nt fupa. 

\. . ^ 

'* Twenty Shilltngi to tie Lei 
liH^utfufra. 

Five Pounds to be Levied 1^ 
Diftrefs, and Bound to th6 
Good Behaviour by TWo Ju* 

-IXctt^fiillingl to be Levi^ 
oy Diftceft and Sale, mjufra. 

^ To be PUniihed as Rogue^ 

tic. 

To be fent to the Houfe of 
Corre(ftion> or give Securitj 
to difcharge the Parifh. 

Houfe of Corredipn ten 
One Year, to be fent by Tw» 
Jufttces, and Bound not to 
Offend fo again. ' 



'J 



' Forty Shillings /and Im- 
priibn^ent until he become 
Bound by IVecogniZSince tt> 
kttiii no morel. 

Forty SJilllitfglf. ' *'" ^ 

Imprifohment unlfit 'lie iie 
houtid to play rtb more, and 
to pay 6f. %d. to be recovered. 
inS^tCT'Selfyns. 

Imprifonment, and bcjuftl 
to the King to play no more. 
Twenty Shiifings bv Indid^ 
ment in Qtidrtcr-Seffms. 

Forfeit the Trebk Valpe* 
TreMe Cofts. 

FINIS. 
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